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CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWEEN 

Mb. RICHARDSON 
Lady BRADSHAIGH. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Reading, March 25, 1750. 

JlIlS you was so good, Sir, to desire I 
would write from this ptecfe;- and being 
seconded by a strong inclination, I take 
pen in hand ; but am partly at a loss how 
to address my 7iew correspondent, as I may 
call you, though new in nothing but a 
personal knowledge; and that I find 
your conversation so suitable to your 
written sentiments, that it ought rather 
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2 LADY BllADSHAlGH 

to encourage, than make me fearful. But, 
before I go any farther, let me acknow* 
ledge the many obligations I have recei- 
ved from you. I could not express half my 
thoughts, when I saw you last, being quite 
out of countenance at receiving favours 
which I was conscious I had no way de- 
served, and which I have but little hopes 
of returning. Indeed, Sir, you must not 
be thus bountiful to me; it hurts both my 
pride and my modesty. I believe I have 
told you so before, upon the like occa- 
sions. 

When I set out, on Tuesday morning, 
thinking on the occasion of our journey,* 
I could not help reflecting, how many 
valuable people I left in a situation threa- 
tened with a calamity I was flying from ; 
which gave me infinite pain. The Bishop 

* Apprehensions of an earthquake, two shocks of 
which had been felt in London, and which made mul- 
titudes of people, of all ranks, leave the town. 

of 
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WITH MR. RICHARDSON. 5 

^f Oxford, I hear, in his sermon, on Sun- 
day was se'nnight, called it a presumption^ 
in any one who left London upon this 
occasion. A presumption it would be, in 
those who remove with an assurance of 
safety ; but, if a person's mind will be more 
at ease in one place than another, it 
may argue a weakness, but I know no 
harm in chusing that place. I religiously 
believe God's providence is over all his 
works ; and on^ that every serious person 
must depend, whatever situation he may 
be in. He has also given us means to pro- 
vide for our safety, and permits us to fly 
from danger, though, from our erroneous 
judgement, we may run into a greater. — 
God hath warned us to flee from the wrath 
to come, and if we take that for a warn- 
ing, which, in reality, is not one, surely, 
in that we sin not. 

I mean not to draw a parallel between 

Sodom and London. I hope and believe 

there are many more than five righteous 

B 2 therein. 
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4 LADY BRADSHAIGH 

thereiu. Nor dare I impiously pronounce 
a judgement against any particular place. 
I believe there are more good people there, 
and also more bad, because the number 
altogether so far exceeds the number in 
any other place in the kingdom. But, 
setting aside all other considerations, I 
think London, by reason of the numerous 
close and slight buildings, is, of all other 
places, to human appearance, the most 
dangerous. I believe. Sir, you will agree 
with me, because, I think, for the like rea- 
sons, I heard you say you preferred North- 
End to your house in town. 

As I passed by the former, I bowed my 
head, and said to myself, ''God preserve 
you, my friend, with your good and agree- 
able family ! " And heartily I prayed, in 
the same manner, for all I left behind me : 
hoped we might happily meet again in 
perfect safety, though apprehensions we 
must have. Those who are without, must, 
I jthink, either be impious or insensible. 

I hope 
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WITH MR. RICHARDSOX. . 5 

I hope Mrs. Richardson continues at 
North-End, and that she will induce you to 
beabsentasmuch as possiblefroni your dan- 
gerous house* in town. I know if she but 
looks her desire, you dare not disobey ; for, it 
must be allowed, there is something sternly 
commanding in her countenance. But, to 
be serious, I am sure you will be ready to 
oblige her, especially in what gives you 
pleasure : and I verily believe she would 
suffer greatly herself, rather than ask you 
to do any thing contrary to your incHna- 
. tion; for, I must say, never did I see more*, 
good temper, mildness, and compliance, 
appear in any body, than in her ; and I 
doubt not, that appearances speak her 
mind. Govern you — a likely story ! — and 
yet she does, for you have not a heart to 
contradict so much goodness ! 

We arrived safe at this place, after a 

* A very high house, having many tons weight of 
paper and metal on the uppermost floors. 

B 3 verv 
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LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

very pleasant journey, on Tuesday even- 
ing. The apprehensive feniales found them- 
selves happier, hoping themselves more se- 
cure than it may possibly happen to be ; 
but in God alone I trust; am thankful for 
mercies received ; and pray for his future 
protection. We have melancholy accounts, 
in the papers, of frequent earthquakes; 
but hope in God the worst is over. 

I was in hopes, that, in this my retire- 
ment, I should have had a good deal of 
spare time : but our party is so large, and 

1 am so fond of enjoying the company of 
an old friend, who lives here, and whom 
I have not seen of many years, that, toge- 
ther with the many beautiful places in 
this neighbourhood to tempt us abroad, I 
doubt I shall not sufficiently satisfy my- 
self in the pleasure I am now taking. But 
an hour or two in a morning I have, that 
I can call my own; the produce of which, 
such as it is,^ I shall give you. Sir, as I 

flatter 
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WITH MR, RICHARDSON. 7 

flatter myself you will indulgently accept 
of it. 

Yesterday, after going once to church, 
I made Hervey's Meditations my study, 
and went very nearly through the first vo- 
lume. I cannot but say, I accompanied 
him with much greater pleasure among the 
Tombs, than in his Flower Garden, not 
however without some horror, though, at 
the same time, I felt a gloomy delight, ^nd 
was greatly moved at some of his descrip- 
tions. The parting of a happy couple I 
cannot stand,, in whatever shape it appears. 
I suppose this work is reckoned a well- 
wrote piece; and yet the style does not 
please me in many places. Do you think 
it is quite easy. Sir ? 

March 27. When I saw you last, I for- 
got to tell you I had read Charlotte Sum- 
mers ; but did not find any thing rela- 
ting to you, like what you told me. I 
doubt I do not well remember what he 
says ; but I think it is, that we are taught 
B 4 the 
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the art of laughing and crying^ from your 
melancholy disposition, and Mr. Fielding's 
gay one; and I think passes a compliment 
upon each, though perhaps he might de- 
sign to sneer. 

Tliere are very different kinds of laugh- 
ter : you make me laugh with pleasure; 
but I often laugh, and am angry at the 
same time with the facetious Mr. Fielding. 

I must just take notice of what you say 
as to my causeless fears and apprehensions 
in relation to an interview. Causeless 
they were indeed, M'ith regard to you. Sir; 
and I had reason to think it would be so, 
from every thing you had written. But 
had I not cause, from my own behaviour? 
Conscious of having said things that I 
could not with reason expect you to bear 
with common patience, how was it possi- 
ble, but I must dread an interview ? and 
what is worse, I am apprehensive that I 
shall add to the load ; . for your looks are 
to of a piece with your indulgent words, 

that 
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WITH MR, KICHARDSON. 9 

that I greatly fear they will not give a 
check to the saucy freedoms and imperti- 
nences with which I am too naturally in- 
clined to treat my best friends, when I 
think I have their license for so doing ; 
and yet, Sir, I am a little afraid to your 
face. — No — I am not afraid neither— it is 
not that — but it is something that reigns 
in my freedom of speech. — Oh I I believe, 
I fancy, I shall talk like a fool — that is it. 

Here I must break off, being called upon 
to join my company, and having too long 
detained you from necessary business, in 
which you are so constantly employed, 
that I cannot help being angry with my- 
self for taking up so much of your time t 
hope it will be excused in, Sir^ 
Your obliged and 

faithful humble servant, 
D. Bradshaigh. 
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TO LADY BRADSHAIGH^ 

London, March 31, 1750. 

X RECEIVED^ with great pleasure, your 
Ladyship's kind letter, from Reading. 
When I had read it, in the levity of my hearty 
and in the true spirit of female love of 
surprise and puzzle, I called my wife to 
me : ** I am sorry, child, said I, that Lady 
Bradshaigh" — **Have you a letter from 
her Ladyship ? How does she do ? " — • 
" Pretty well — Very well. — But I am 
sorry that she likes not you so well as you 
do her." — *' I am sorry too, if that be 
so. But you love to joke and amuse, 
Mr. Richardson." " Nay, look over me." — 
She did. I read : ^* / know if she but looks 
her desire^ you i5are not disobey; for, 
it must be allowed, there is something 
sternly commanding in her countenance'' 

" Sternly t 
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WITH LADY BRADSUAIGH. II 

'* Sternly ! said she : I was in hopes no- 
body could think I looked stern. But I 
am soriy for it. I am sure I was ex- 
tremely pleased with Lady B. an4 am 
sorry she thought me — . But did you 
think, Mr. R. that I looked stern in her 
presence? Silly and bashful I might 
look ; but I think I had no sternness in 
my countenance." — ** Ah! Betsy: we 
sheepish people always look worst when 
we mean to look best. We know not how 
either to look or to act with a grace. — But, 
when her Ladyship returns, we must botH 
try to mend, I think." — " Mend ! said she : 
impossible I should mend. I must look 
as I am. I may be aukward; but I 
thought I looked pleased ; for I was so, 
I am sure: and am sorry Lady B." — 
" Well, come, my dear, interrupted I, 
I will amuse you no longer." She bright- 
ened up all at once. I read your letter 
through : and she said, " It was one of her. 

pleasures 
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18 MR. RICHARDSON 

pleasures that she had the honour of 
knowing Lady B. in person." 

Would you believe it. Madam ; I find 
I shall not be able to prevail upon her 
to leave the town ? You good women 
compliment one another ; but, upon my 
word, an honest man, who loves his quiet, 
has a hard task to persuade you to do 
any thing you do not incline to do. 
What must be the task with those not so 
good ? — But a man who begins wrong, 
and is too easy, will be held to it A 
good deal in the hpmely proverb about 
wedding-shoes. 

But, were it not that we may know no 
end of our monthly apprehensions, should 
a shock happen, as apprehended, and that 
we are obliged to live in town, having 
your Ladyship of my side, I would be a 
little more positive than I love to be. 

And, besides, she laid a good' deal of 
stress upon your words, **Tliat God's pro- 
vidence 
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WITH LADY BRADSHAIGH. 13 

vidence is over all hb works ; that in God 
alone she trusted ; that she was thankful 
for mercies received ; and would pray for 
his future protection." 

Your opinion of Hervey^s Meditations, 
given with your usual diffidence, is very 
much my own. I love the man, and think 
him a devout and good man : but his style 
is too flowery for prose, too aifected : a 
judicious friend of mine calls it prose run 
mad. A serious and good divine, of my 
acquaintance, sees him, as to his doc- 
trines, too mystic ; and I think him in- 
clined to the enthusiastic part of Me- 
thodism. Yet I am sure he is a good and 
well-meaning man. One proof that he is 
so is, that he gives away most of the pro- 
fits he makes by the sale of his pieces, 
which have amounted to a considerable 
sum. 

Will your Ladyship forgive me for a re- 
quest I have to make to you ? It is, that 
you will give me your leave, and procure 

Sir 
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14 LADY BRADSHAIGH 

Sir Roger's, to take a copy of the picture 
that hangs over your chimney in New Bond- 
street. You know not the pleasure I shall 
have in looking upon it, when you are at 
that seat, which is there drawn in so lively 
a manner, and is so very delightful. 

Accept, dear lady, (my ever- valued cor- 
respondent I) and make acceptable, my 
best wishes : and believe me to be, with 
augmented ardor, 

Your Ladyship's most obliged, &c. 

S. Richardson. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Readihg, Jpril Sy 1750. 

Y OUR letter. Sir, which I received on 
Sunday last, gave me the same pleasure 
your letters ever did and ever will give 
me; but there is still an alloy to that 

pleasure. 
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WITH MR. RICHARDSON. 15 

pleasure, when I think of the trouble I 
give you, which is ridiculous to mention, 
since it is the wicked purpose of my heart 
to give you that trouble, till I receive your 
commands to the contrary. 

And so. Sir, it was " the true spirit of fe- 
male love of surprise and puzzle" that indu- 
ced you to amuse Mrs. R. with my ironical 
description of her looks ; but I know you 
did it to give me a farther proof of her 
goodness. Could, any thing be more gen- 
tle, after such a prepossession as my words 
must give her against me ? '' I was in 
hopes nobody could think I looked stern; 
but I am sorry for it," &c. Nobody can 
think it, I will venture to assure you, 
good Mrs. Richardson. Your looks are 
all mildness, civility, and modesty : your 
declared good opinion of me gives me 
great pleasure. I shall ever be proud to be 
in possession of the esteem of the good and 
the sincere ; and wish I could say I was 
deserving of it. 

But, 
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16 LADY BRADSHAIGH 

But, hark ye, Sir, I have not done with 
you, concerning this same female love 
of surprise and puzzle. A very pretty 
way you men have got, when you have 
a mind to do a wrong thing; why, 
it must be something truly female^ and 
that you think is a sufficient excuse. But 
pray take your burthens upon yourselves : 
we have enow of our own ; that I ac- 
knowledge; but I will not allow, that your 
foibles, conceits, whims, and all your 
train of follies, shall be called our's. I 
disclaim them, and expect your recan- 
tation. 

And^ cannot you prevail with Mrs. R. 
to go to Nortli-End? What a sad life 
you have with her ! Poor man ! how I 
pity you ! 

Now she is gone out of the room, you 
are back-biting; and I suppose expect 
I should join with you; but hang me if 
I don't tell. How durst you tell me such 
a story, when you knew I heard her say, 

and 
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M ITH MR. RICHARDSOK. 17 

and with truth say, " Wh}^ will not I go to 
North- End ? — Because, Mr. Richardson, 
you M ill not go with me. Do you think 
I can enjoy the least satisfaction, though 
I was to think myself in safety, when I 
thought I had left you in a place of dan- 
ger r Indeed, you kuow me not, if you 
do not think I should chuse to share 
your fate, be it M'hat it will." And do 
you know that I answered, *^ Charmingly 
said, dear Mrs. Richardson ! Should the 
dispute have happened between me and my 
dear Sir Roger, just such an answer do I 
wish to have given ! " 

But, Sir, thongjk^l have no notion of 
these dreadful shocks being periodical; 
and though I trust in God we have felt 
the last ; yet, as it never was known, as 
I have heard, that there was any long 
space of time between them, in places 
where they have done much mischief, is it 
not prudence to keep at a distance, for 
some time, from the place where the 

akrm 
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alarm has been twice given ? I think it 
idle, I may say wicked, to presume to fix 
a time when such a thing will, or M'ill not 
happen. The presumptuous prophecy was 
not of any weight with me. 

Your repeated praises of what I say, 
give me too great weight with myself. 
What shall I do, Sir, to keep down my 
vanity ? I find it very troublesome. ^ I 
cannot totally suppress it. How should I? 
for it is impossible to doubt either your 
judgement or sincerity. Why then I will 
be a little vain ; it is but one «mall fault, 
which I will endeavour to hide amongst 
a multitude of grelfN^^ and, if ever it 
should force its impudent face into view, 
do you. Sir, but give it a box on the ear, 
and, my life for it, it retires. 

And now. Sir, what shall I say to your 
very obliging request ? in which Sir Roger 
and myself think ourselves highly fa- 
voured. One objection we have : you 
will guess what it is. — We cannot con- 

sent 
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sent absolutely and intirely in your own 
way; but, since you have thought it 
worth asking for, let not that be a dispute 
between us. The obligation will still lie 
on our side ; and do not take it amiss, if 
I say, you. must accept it in Sir Roger's 
own way. 

I have gone through the Cyropoedia, and 
was much entertained. There are noble 
rules and instructions for princes, and 
people in power; and, indeed, every 
body may find lessons in it worthy of 
imitation, 

I am, dear Sir, your's, &c, 

D. Bradshaigh. 



TO 
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TO MR, RICIIARDSOX, 

Junes, 1750. 

SlRy 

JL WAS SO unreasonable^ early as it was^ 
to expect your answer on the very day 
you were so indulgent as to give it : for, 
thought I, he will receive my letter on 
Friday : most of Saturday and Sunday 
he will spend at North-End ; and, as he- 
drops his business of consequence at the 
bottom of Constitution-Hill, who knowa 
but, by way of pfffi/, he may write to his 
expecting friend ? 

*^ Our time might have passed." — 
Lord, Sir, that is the very thing I should 
have dreaded : I know how the time flies 
when I am at North-End ; and I know 
the more time I had spent there, the more 
unwillingly I should have left it. 

Thcf 
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The refreshing showers we have had, I 
thank God ; and I prayed for them, con- 
trary to our own private interest ; but, as I 
hope the public have received the benefit of 
them, I must now wish for fair weather, that 
the candle-coal (our great concern) may 
be carried off, which can only be done 
by wheeled carriages. 

Dear Sir, you terrify me with the dread- 
ful account you give of the sad effects 
which have happened, and may still hap- 
pen, from the carelessness and scandalous 
management of our jails. Pray God Al- 
mighty put a stop to its farther progress ! 
It is highly necessary it should be taken 
into consideration. 

I am again going through those beauti- 
ful edifying thoughts, — your Maxims. If 
I meet with any thing striking, and suit- 
able to my subject, you may be sure you 
will have it ; that is, if I happen to have 
my pen in hand ; for, alas ! I cannot re- 
member a line one hour. If I do not put 

it 
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it down as I read, it is gone : and now I 
have not an opportunity of doing that, 
as I read aloud to some friends, whose 
company I am happy in. One of them, a 
single lady, not young — rather beyond the 
verge — an old maid. There, Sir! — 
There are the two words you are so desi- 
rous of having. I know you are fond of 
them ; and you are heartily welcome to 
them. They are now out of my diction- 
ary; and, when I have occasion, I shall 
only use them as borrowed from you. 

But how could you guess such a reason 
for my not putting down the good lady of 
seventy-two by the style and title above ? 
Could you suppose it to be my reason? 
However, in this particular, I will not 
contradict you, only to shew a little good- 
breeding : otherwise, I know what I 
could say. This lady, who, I told you, 
never spoke an ill-natured word in her 
hfe, has, nevertheless, kept all sorts of 
company, as most people of her age must, 

I think, 
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I think, unavoidably have done : but it 
is not always bad company that will make 
a good-natured woman shew ill nature, 
any more than a bad temper can be always 
changed by good company. 

I am just going upon my Chinese 
house ; have been some time uncertain as 
to the model ; but last night's dream has 
fixed me. You will think that odd, but 
it is fact; and I have often been assist- 
ed in such-like undertakings by my dreams. 
I beUeve my thoughts are most settled i 
when asleep : a sure sign of an unsteady 
brain ! 

Will you be so good. Sir, to let Mr. 
Highmbre know I shall be glad to have 
him begin your picture as soon as it suits 
his convenience ? 

If you think proper, Sir, I would chuse to 
have you drawn in your study, a table or 
desk by you, with pen, ink, and paper ; 
one letter just sealed, which I shall fancy 
is to me. Whether sitting or standing, I 

leave 
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leave to you and Mr. Highmore ; also the 
dress ; but think that in the half-length 
cannot be improved ; and wish he could 
promise me as true a likeness. If he re- 
quire it, I dare say, Sir, you will afford 
him a sitting. I would not press too 
much ; but shall be glad to hear the pic- 
ture is finished. 

I return you my sincere thanks for the 
letters you have been so kind to send, 
upon my earnest request. Have I not 
done wrong in asking those letters from 
you ? I did it inconsiderately. But if you 
suspect any of your correspondents will 
take it amiss, or would not chuse to have 
their letters seen, I beg to know, and I 
M'ill immediately return them. But I 
think I had leave to read them to a 
friend, and to say by whom they were 
written. 

They have afforded me high delight 
But, Mr. J. Channing, " Who the 
dense are you ?" This man has given me 

a 
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a tiiortifying stroke, in the following 
words : 

** The desire of having your piece end 
happily, as it is called, will ever be the 
test of a wrong head, and a vain mind." 

Rashly judged ! The wrong head I 
subscribe to : but why a vain mind ? In* 
deed, Mr. Channing, you are mistaken : 
I will take upon me to say, your wisdom is 
mistaken, Sir : and yet he seems a very 
knowing man. — I am sorry for that. — Very 
pious too ; but he is cross. — Writes in a 
pet. — I am resolved to find fault with him. 
— So far in revenge. — Now I am pretty 
easj^ ; and can bring down my stomach to 
tell you, that, after all, I admire him : 
but he has his faults ; which, for aught I 
know, may proceed from a vain mind^ 
though not a wrong head. 

I am running into my usual length : 
and must conclude. I am, 

Dear Sir, your's, &c. 
D. Bradshaigh. 

VOL, VI. C TO 
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TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

July 9fly 1750. 
DEAR MADAM, 

X ou are a charming dreamer. *' A sign 
of an unsteady brain !" You shall not be 
so unjust to yourself, I tell you. It is a 
sign that you are mistress of a Paradise, 
and are happy sleeping and waking. It is 
a sign that all is harmony within ! and 
that nothing but pleasantness can approach . 
you even in your slumbers. Such had 
the first Adam and the first Eve (does 
not Milton tell you so?) before the FalU 
It is also a sign of sound health. 

But I cannot quit this subject of your 
dreams, without giving you a copy of a 
few lines, pinned on to the copy of a for- 
mer dream of your's. They are by a 
lady. 

All 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^WITH LADY BRADSHAIGH. 27 

Would dreams like this enli^tcn inort^l's rest^ 
To sleep were transport not to be exprest ! 
How few the real joys one should forsake ; 
And who, that so could sleep, would wish to wake ! 

All that I request, with regard to the 
transcribed letters, is, that no copies may 
be taken. Your Ladyship may shew the 
contents to whom you please, and say by 
whom they were written. 

A number of us cannot be pent up to- 
gether, deprived of air and exercise for a 
few weeks, but we shall poison one ano- 
ther, and endanger a general pestilence! 
. How slightly are we accustomed to heap 
mentioned the jail distemper as an usual 
thing! and yet have we not had instan- 
ces, though not so many at one time, of 
like fatal effects from it ? It is pity, me 
thinks, that some other means, than that 
of depriving our fellow-creatures of the 
common blessings of air and sunshine, 
could not be thought of, for doing justice 
to creditors, and for punishing delin- 
c 2 qucnts; 
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quents ; for prisons must not be made pa- 
laces neither. Could not the careless, 
the idle, the extravagant debtor, be made 
to work for a certain number of years, in 
proportion to the value of his debt, and 
according to his demerits in contracting 
it?— the debt first reduced to.a probably- 
payable sum, as mercy and justice should 
direct: and this (there are wastes enow 
every where) in places clean and comfort- 
able, erected at the public expense, or by 
every parish, precinct, &c. What great 
and good things might not the poor*s rates, 
taken into the hands or direction of the 
legislature, rightly administered, do ! But, 
at present, I have not either time or clear- 
ness of head to enter farther into this mat- 
ter : but am your s faithfully, 

S, RlCHARDSOX« 



to 
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TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

Aug, 1, 1750. 
DEAR MADAM. 

X send the scene your Ladyship asked 
after. 

8C£K£ — DRAMATIC. 

A Father and Daughter. 

You will observe that a good deal is 
supposed to be answered and said. It 
started upon me as I was walking alone 
in the charming wood, at Parsons- Green, 
then belonging to the Countess Dowager 
of Pembroke — a young acquaintance, tho' 
not a very young lady — whose death I still 
deplore. I wrote it with a pencil, and after- 
wards transcribed it. The half-mute daugh- 
ter I had fancied standing before her half- 
vehement, but more than half- worthy, fa- 
c 3 then 
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ther. Arguments of this nature, in books, 
dramatic stories, &c. always turn in favour 
of the amorous girl, and against the sup- 
posed tyrannical parent. I was willing to 
draw a juster, yet not unnatural scene, 
with a view to do right to both, and min- 
gle instruction and warning in it. 

^* And will no other be accepted ? Will 
you marry this man, a man of profligate 
manners, and of a worse temper than mine 
was ever thought to be ? Insolent, arror- 
gant, imperious : whose yoke will be au 
iron one : who loves you not so well as 
you love him : whose assiduities are spared 
Jiim by your forwardness, so that he has 
no need to question or examine his own 
heart about you : to whom your fondness 
gives a merit, a consequence, which, in- 
trinsically, he has not. Know you not, 
that an ill-grounded love entitles a woman 
to contempt ? It exalts tlie lover, and 
debases herself. 

"You 
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** You hang down your head : you 
blush. Are your blushes owing to shame? 
Cannot you speak ? Cannot you answer 
me ? Not one word ? 

**Why that heavy sigh? Easily may 
you find words, if you think you can 
oblige me. 

" How ! Never will you marry any man, 
if you have not this man ? And menace 
you thus your father ! And were it not 
better that you live single your whole life, 
than to marry unhappily ? 

" These tears, too — tears of obstinacy, 
rather than of tenderness — I can bear to 
see these tears. 

"Are they not of obstinacy? How 

willing am I to believe you ! But, O my 
girl ! your tenderness is wrought in you 
by your consideration for the lover, not 
for your father ! Your mind is softened 
by blind passion. And stijl Avill you be- 
lieve mc partial, and him faultless. 

"You hope he does not deserve these, 
c 4 hard 
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hard thoughts. Well, tlien, you must 
make the experiment, I think, whether 
your father's experience, or your blind 
love, is to be trusted to. Marry him. You 
shall be his. His you may be ; but your*$ 
Avill he not be. He will be all his own ! 

*' You chuse him. The Almighty grant 
that your choice may not be your punish- 
ment ! 

^' I will give you the whole fortune I had 
intended to give you, had your choice 
been such as I could have approved. 

'* I will heap coals of fire upon his head, 
in order to obtain an influence over him, 
if he has gratitude, that he may have no 
pretence to use you ill. 

'' I will talk to him But, Oh, I can- 
not ! Were he to treat me with disrespect ; 
were he to let me see, by his demands, and 
by his insolence of behaviour, that he was 
sure of my daughter ; in spite of myself, 
I should hardly keep my temper." 

" The man ought to be on the supplica- 
ting 
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ting side of the question, in courtship. 
Does he not ask, that I will give him my 
child ; my favourite child, whom I have so 
tenderly educated ; to give her in full and 
absolute property — name, person, hearty 
soul, as I may say ; and a large sum of 
money, to take her off my hands ? 

*' To take whom ? My daughter ! With 
whom, to see the happiest prospects, I can- 
not part, without a rent in my heart ! 

" Yet, should he treat me with the ap- 
prehended assuredness, and next to defi- 
ance, to what purpose should I resent? 
My resentments would wear, to vou, the 
face of prejudice and persecution ; and 
your passion for him would be increased, 
if he could bring you to -think him a suf- 
ferer !. 

*' O, my girl ! how has this man (your 
lover must I call him ?) already distanced 
the father in your affections 1 

" You hope not ! Fond girl ! But I 

will not upbraid you- Yet let not your 

c 5 whole 
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whole sex, very few of which have been 
educated as you have been, suffer in my 
opinion by your weakness. 

*' One interview ! One interview, my 
father! 

" O the reluctant interview with a man 
on such a subiect ! A subject that my soul 
loves not. But tell me, my girl, were I to 
meet him, and were he to treat your father 
with indecency, would you renounce him ? 
I know you would not; I know you would, 
notwithstanding, be his. You would find 
excuses for him, none for me. Should a 
difference happen upon it, between you 
and me ; should that difference become 
public, through my anger and your per- 
verseness; would not the world, the ill- 
judging world, call it love — make a com- 
mon cause of it — forgive you, and call 
me cruel? O, this wicked word love!... 
What weaknesses does it not cover! 

''I am of a harsh, a severe temper; so 
say my censurers ; perhaps, because I pe- 
netrate 
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netrate their disguises ; and think I have 
reason to have a mean opinion of all man- 
kind. Your mother, however, (indeed she 
is all goodness, all excellence!) has not 
been unhappy with me. My children's 
reverence seems to have exceeded their 
love for me. I have been, perhaps, too 
little solicitous to shew the companionship 
to them, in my outward behaviour, that it 
was always in my heart and in my judge- 
ment to shew them. You, my dear, have 
started up, as I may say, into woman, un- 
awares to me. I looked upon you too long 
as a child, because I loved my child. You 
have found yourself out to be marriage- 
able, before I had considered you as such. 
If any thing disagreeable, stiff, distant, be 
imagined by you, in my temper or beha-» 
viour ; if you find, in your own heart, 
more awe of me than love for me ; and if 
to get out of my power, be one of your 
motives ; I will endeavour wholly to change 
this my outward behaviour. I will, if pos- 
sible, 
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sible, overcome your fear, and engage your 
love. I will make you my companion, my 
friend, and ray third self. Your mother,, 
your good, your indulgent mother, shall 
be only my best self. I will double the 
Value of your annuity. Young women love 
independence ! Already, however, it is as. 
much as you will be allowed for your owa 
separate use by a husband. You shall con- 
tract friendships, preserve friendships, visits 
receive visits^ at your pleasure. My coach^ 
my chariot, my servants, shall be at your 
command — your mother's conveniency and 
engagements, if your's and her's at the 
time shall be different or interfere, (you 
know / love my horse) only to be con- 
suited, and given way to by you. 

** A maid of your own you have long had. 
You shall have a man servant of your own 
choice, either one of those in the house, or 
a new one hired by yourself, with whom 
nobody else shall have any thing <o do : 
the order and rules of my family (they are 

not 
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not over strict ones) only to regulate hfs 
behaviour in it. 

*^ Other apartments shall be allotted to 
you, for the reception of your visitors. 
Your mother, myself, only to be as your 
visitors, when you invite us, and when we 
are not otherwise engaged. 

*' Will these offers, these distinctions, 
this independence, prevail upon you — To 
do what ? — Only to have patience to stay 
till the man offers, with whom I think )^ou 
may be happy. I have mor^ than one in 
my view to offer to your choice, when I 
can be assured, that, in justice to the man, 
you have a heart to bestow." 

Thus far the father, Madam : but the 
girl I had supposed to be gone too far to 
recede. She marries. Her father gives her 
the fortune designed her. The man, who, 
being sure of her, had been a rough, an 
unpoUte lover, proves a barbarous, an 
ungrateful husband. The following short 

dialogue, 
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dialogue, between the father and him, will 
explain the matter farther. 

" Your daughter, Sir ? She is my wife ! 
Has she been complaining to you of her 
husband ?" 

** She has, Sir. By her sighs, which 
she would have suppressed, but could not 
— by the faded roses in her cheeks — by 
her sunk eyes — by her dejected spirits — 
by her lost appetite — by her humble si- 
\ lence: — she has complained. 

'* She shuns me, Sir. She shuns her 
mother. By her forbearing to praise you 
as she used to do; studying once, dear 
creature ! to exalt you for common civi- 
lities only ; calling your beginning slights, 
pleasantries ; and even boasting of them 
as marks of your free and sincere spirit : — 
she has complained. All lively and love- 
ly as she was before she was your's, and 
for a poor two months and no more, af- 
terwards. By these, and other indications 
of a fallen spirit, has she complained. 

'^ But 
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" But from her lips nothing T}ut this 
one-implied complaint ever transpired, and 
that to her sorrowing njother, urging her 
to open her heart to her. O, Madam ! he 
is my husband. He is dear to me as the 
apple of my eye ! And \vas he not my 
choice? my obstinate choice ? I must, I 
do, love him. His temper, indeed, is not 
happy ; but he himself suffers by that. 
He might think better of me as a maiden 
than I pould deserve as a wife. He is, 
moreover, sometimes tender. He is even 
sometimes acknowledging; and then, I 
think, I have greater pleasure in forgiving 
him than I could have known had he never 
been unkind." 

Now I had supposed the young gentle- 
man furious and affronting. On which, 
thus the father — " Though your wife, Sir, 
she is still my daughter : and may I never 
be thought worthy to wear the distinction 
of a gentleman, when, advanced in years 
though I am, I can hesitate a moment to de- 
mand 
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mand the satisfaction due to a gentleman, 
from a man, who, by his birth and alliances, 
is entitled to call himself one, though, by 
being capable of offering insults where 
gratitude and protection are due, he be a 
disgrace to the respectable name." 

Farther this deponent saith not — only 
that the above was never before transcri- 
bed ; and that he is 

Your Ladyship's 
Most faithful and obedient servant, 

S. RlCl|ARDSON» 



TO MR. RICHARDSOK. 

Nov. 95, 1750. 

At my return from a round of visits, 
which the fine weather and roads tempted 
me to make, I found in possession of my 
dressing-room your welcome letter. I al- 
most 
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most think it unnecessary to say, Sir Roger 
was my companion, fancying every body 
.should know we have been for these twenty 
years inseparable: a happiness, amongst 
many others, I am thankful for. In this 
little excursion, we spent most of our time 

at , the seat of Lord , where I am 

always happy, surrounded with relations, 
loving and beloved. 

Thq good Earl has ever been to me a father 
and a friend : a better man lives not. He 
would be a friend to the public, if he could : 
but to his own family he is inestimable. 
May God long continue the blessing to 
them ! 

The rest of our visits were to particular 
friends. No other would I visit by choice; 
but custom, vile custom, as you call it, 
we must have some regard to. 

"VVe have now kpt up for the winter; 
for in that season I never stir farther than 

to N Church, which is but two little 

miles. I am happy in the thoughts of 

taking 
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taking rest for some months in a comfortable 
habitation, with a few select friends; which 
is much more suitable to my taste, though 
not a grave one, than the continual hurry 
I was in last summer; though I lament my 
not being within a morning's visit of Sa- 
lisbury-Court. 

Philosophy, Sir I — How can I boast of 
philosophy? since a clap of thunder, or 
the report of an earthquake, makes me mi- 
serable. Strange,, that, with my utmost 
endeavours, I cannot remove this fbar! 
fain would I hope it is not the fear <^ 
death ; and much more do I hope it is not 
a fear beyond that But it is something 
more than I can overcome, when I 
think myself in danger. 

You carry what I said of the rake*s dress 
and address to a much greater length than 
I designed it. Lord, Sir ! is there no such 
thing as a moderate rake ? A man may 
deserve the name of a rake, without being 
quite an, abandoned profligate; as a man 

may 
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may sometimes drink a little too nmch, 
without being a sot. Of these sort have 
I been acquainted with, and who, in mo- 
dest and virtuous company, have neither 
appeared coxcombs nor libertines, A man 
who has seen the world, who has been edu- 
cated in the politest manner, spent his 
time in the company of such, and has 
common sen^e, will not suppose that ladies 
of reputation could possibly think him the 
more' agFeeable for cursing, swearing, or 
making a monkey of himself The dress 
and address of such a man, as I have 
described, is all I meant, without going to 
the strict sense of the word rake; for a 
sober man, with such an appearance, surely 
must be preferred by most. I am sure it 
ever was by me. The misfortune is, you . 
are, by what is called nature, so very prone^j 
to vice, that there is harSly such a thing | 
as shewing you the world, without in- 
creasing your wickedness ; and most of 
your sober men have seen but little, which 

ia 
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is the reason they so often fail in their 
dress and address. And if these things 
ought not to be the chief considerations, 
as they certainly ought not, yet they must 
have their weight, and youth will have 
, its follies ; and, say what you will, there 
is no shutting the eyes of young people 
against appearances. 

I believe, Sir, the girls I call prudent, are 
those you would think of the better sort : 
but I know not how to answer you as to 
their " being lovers of goodness, in pre- 
ference to gay appearances." I doubt I 
have given that up, and am afraid the 
good man, without such an appearance, 
would but have had a bad choice. But I am 
very sure many would prefer the good man 
with an equal appearance ; which proves 
they would not chuse a rake, because he is 
a rake, and which is all I contend for. 

I do not really, Sir, think this age worse 
than former ages, though it may be worse 
than some, and, I believe, better than 

others^ 
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Others* I know I have heard my mother 
say, her parents' complained of the very 
same sort of grievances as those we now 
labour under. 

But do not say, Sir, that " by drawing a 
good woman you have set half her sex 
against her." I protest I cannot bear 
it. You are downright scurrilous. — I 
challenge you, amongst your acquaintance, 
to say, upon your honour, you believe half 
of them are enemies to Clarissa. If not, I 
expect you will beg pardon of the sex. 

I only said, Mr. Pope's Letters shewed him 
an excellent good man, and so they certainly 
do. Of which you are glad, with all your 
heart. Now I do not think you are glad, 
for you seem not to think him so good, 
and I know you would rather have me 
think as you da But now I must declare, 
I have not so good an opinion of Mr. 
Pope since I read his Dunciad. A little 
spiteful wasp ! for it was ever in my 
thoughts as I read ; and I often said, what 

pity 
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pity — SO much wit should be blown over 
in so dirty a mean-spirited manner ! Can 
this be the man whose Letters charmed me 
so lately ? and yet, when we condemn, we 
must also admire. 

As for time — Lord, Sir, I can make 
time. — It is for want of something to do, 
that I erect these airy edifices, for I must be 
employed. Do not grudge for me, the time 
I spend in our correspondence ; sometimes 
an^ hour, sometimes much less, before 
breakfast. Judge you, who can grudge 
me this small portion of time each day. 
Not Sir Roger, I am sure : he will not 
grudge me time so well employed, and 
which gives me so much pleasure. 

As for my works; the/ are all of 
choice, and of such a nature, that it con- 
cerns me not whether I follow, or let them 
alone. 1 am at this time, rather than sit 
idle, painting a paper-hanging for a room. 
Upon my return homcj my pretty Fanny** 

* A tame fawn. 

met 
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met me with a bound, as if to welcome 
me ; and it being a hard frost, slipped 
upon a flag ; and, poor creature ! broke 
her hinder leg into splinters, just upon a 
joint. And as there was no possibiHty of 
her living, but in torture, orders were 
given immediately to put her out of her 
pain, as the greatest and last act of com- 
passion to an unfortunate favourite. , 

I wish you joy. Sir, of having so worthy 
and excellent a pastor and guide, in the 
city. You will not forget my poor Mag- 
dalene. Perhaps Mrs. L — , upon your re- 
quest, would use her interest. But I would 
not put j^ou upon any thing disagreeable. 

You will think, Sir, that I am resolved 
to fill your house with trifles. What I 
have now to send you, should have gone 
with the cabinet, but the workmen disap- 
pointed me. Sir Roger, as well as myself, 
had a mind you should see some patterns 
of our manufactured paper, and to shew 
you, in various shapes, what is to us foo^ 

raiment 
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raiment, and contfort. The candlesticks, 
in particular, are designed for Mrs, Rich- 
ardson. 

Young's Universal Passion, which I. 
have read since I wrote the above, I am 
charmed with. His two plays, I believe, 
are good ones. The Revenge I like best; 
but he is fond of fatal catastrophes, in- 
deed. Does not the character of Zanga 
rather too nearly resemble that of lago in 
Othello ? 

I am. Sir, 

your obliged and 
faithful humble servant, 

D. £rAD8UAIOH« 



TO 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 



DEAR SIR, 

. JL ou ask, " How can I find time for so 
much reading," &c. Those who are not 
obliged to attend to any' particular busi- 
ness, have nothing to do but to look fof 
time, and they are sure to find it. But 
there are those who sit with their eyes 
shut, and let it pass unobserved, through 
wilfulness or negligence. No wonder, such 
ido not find time. 

O, you — you — you worse than ill na^ 
tured ! How could you rip up the old 
tstory of traversing the park ? How could 
you delight to tear the tender skin off an 
old wound that never will be quite healed 1^ 
I was hurt more than you could be. My 
pain was in the mind, your's only bodily, 

VOL. VI. D Did 
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Did not you forgive me ? However, (be- 
hold the wax I am made of!) the latter 
end of this paragraph melts and disarm my 
intended anger : for the present only ; for 
I shall find farther matter for quarrel, I 
foresee. 

The first time my friend saw your pic- 
ture, he asked, "What honest face have 
you got there?'' And, without staying for 
an answer, ** Do you know, I durst trust 
that man with my life, without farther 
knowledge of him." I answered, I do 
know you might do so with safety. And 
I put jou^own for a jud^e of physiog- 
nomy. 

As I sit art my Aviiting-desk, I cannot 
look up without vieM'ing your picture; 
and I had some hopes the looking upon 
it, as I writ, might a little have restrained, 
or at least kept me within bounds. I have 
tried the experiment, when I have been 
upon the edge of a ranting humour, and 
heard myself whisper, **What ! with tliat 

smiling 
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smiling face ? "" — and found I was encou- 
i»aged, rather than restrained : so gave you 
a familiar nod, and ranted on, as I do 
^ow, without fear or wit. 

I only meant to joke a little upon Dr. 
Young ; not to be severe. If it has that 
appearance, pray let him not have it ; for, 
he might think me very impertinent. He 
pretends to be serious upon this. 

Dec. 27. — I have, since I wrote to you 
last, stumbled into Dr. Middleton on the 
Miraculous Powers : and, iu truth, I do 
not like him. Perhaps I do not understand 
him. But to me he appears a caviller at 
immaterial points. AndT doubt he may 
' do more harm by trie controversy he has 
occasioned, than he can do good by en- 
deavouring to prove many pretended mi- 
racles, to be either fabulous or the effects of 
priestcraft. But, seriously, I must owa 
he has lessened these antients greatly in 
my opinion ; for, what can be said in fa- 
vour of their countenancing so many im- 
D 2 positions, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 lADY BRADSHAIGH 

positions, as it plainly appears they did ? 
It is but making a poor compliment to 
Christianity, to say it wanted such gross 
abuses, to strengthen and propagate it. 
And though, to the rational and well- 
judging, it shines the clearer, for having 
struggled through, and shaken off these 
clogs of absurdities ; yet its appearing in 
its native excellence is not owing to those 
through whose hands it was transmitted 
to us. 

You see. Sir, I write upon every subject 
to you, without considering whether pro- 
per or not : but I know, if I am wrong, 
you will inform me. 

Dec. 28. — I should be greatly delighted 
to see the correspondence between you 
and the young lady you mention. Some 
time or other, I hope to be favoured 
with it. 

I own I do not approve of great learn- 
ing in women. I believe it rarely turns 
out to their advantage. No farther would 

I have 
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I have them to advance, than to what 
would enable them to write and converse 
with ease and propriety, and make them- 
selves useful in every stage of life. I hate 
to hear Latin out of a woman's mouth. 
There is something in it, to me, masculine, 
I could fancy such an one weary of the pet* 
ticoat, and talking over a bottle. You say 
'* the men are hastening apace into dic- 
tionary learning." The less occasion still 
for the ladies to proceed in their's. I 
should be ashamed of having more learn- 
ing than my husband. And could we, do 
you think, help shewing a little contempt, 
finding ourselves superior in what the hus- 
band ought to excel in ? Very few women 
have strength of brain equal to such a 
trial ; and as few men would forego their 
lordly prerogative, and submit to a woman 
of better understanding, either natural or 
acquired. A very uncomfortable life do I 
see between an ignorant husband and a 
learned wife. Not that I would have it 
D 3 thought 
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thought unnecessary for a woman to rea^ 
to spell, or speak English ; which has been 
pretty much the case, hitherto. I often 
wonder we can converse at all ; much 
more, that we can write to be understood* 
Thanks to nature for what we have ! We 
have, there, an advantage over your sex. 
You are in the right to keep us in igno* 
A^ance. You dare not let us try what we 
could do. In that, you shew your judge- 
ment ; which I acknowledge to be much 
stronger than our's, by nature ; and that 
is all you have . to boast of, and a little 
courage, which is oftener shewn upon a 
principle of false honour, than from an in- 
nate, true bravery. 

My employments and amusements at 
this time of the year are so much the same 
round, though not disagreeable to me,^ 
^y that they are scarce worth committing to 
paper, except as you desire it. I rise about 
seven, sometimes sooner ; after my private 
duties I read or write till nine, then 

break- 
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breakfast ; work, and converse with my 
company till about twelve, then, if the 
weather permit, walk a mile in the gar- 
den; dress, and read till dinner; after 
which, sit and chat till four; from that to 
the hour of tea drinking, each day, variety 
of employments. You know what the 
men say, enters with the tea-table; though 
I will venture to declare, if mine is not an 
exception, it is as near one as you can 
imagine. 

^ Here books take place, which I often read 
to the company; and sometimes we all have 
our particular studies (Sir Roger* always 
has his,) which we seldom forsake till the 
bell warns to supper ; after which we have 
always something to do. We eat fruit, crack 
ftuts, perhaps jokes ; now and then music 
takes place. This is our regular scheme, 
though it is often broken into, with com- 
pany and varietj'^ of incidents, some plea- 
sing, some otherwise: domestic affairs, 
too, call for a share of one's time. I 
jDk 4 know 
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know not what the fine ladies mean, when 
they complain of having too much time j 
for, I thank God, Barnaby Bright is not 
too long for me. How should I be de- 
spised in the parish of St. James's, if they 
were to know, that, at this time, I glory 
in the humble title of a cow-doctor ! But 
no matter, if I can do good, I can bear 
their contempt, and return it to them with 
interest.' 

I am afraid. Sir, I have given you too 
much trouble about the poor Magdalen, 
She is only qualified to wait upon an un- 
married lady, or one who has a house* 
keeper, for she understands nothing of 
house-keeping; but, where needle-work, 
dressing, and getting up fine linen, are 
required, I believe she would give satis* 
faction. 

I wish to heaven, M'ith you, Sir, that 
you could, as I do, make time, or that 
I could give you some of mine. I want 
only jpower to send you a present which 

I would 
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I would alioa^ jfou to call bountiful. It 
should be another box— a contrast to Pan- 
dora's. Time, health, and happiness, should 
it contain, and these only as leaders to a 
greater treasure : for, in the bottom, you 
should find a plain, though distant, pro- 
spect of eternal bhss. But, though I am 
poor in power, accept it in sincerest wishes 
from, good Mr. Richardson, 
Your affectionate 

and obliged humble servant, 
D. Bradshaigh* 



TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 



DEAR MADAM, 

JL ou do not approve of great learning 

in women. Learning in women may be 

either rightly or wrongly placed, accord- 

D 5 ing 
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ing to the uses made of it by them. And 
if the sex is to be brought up with a view 
to make the individuals of it inferior in 
knowledge to the husbands they may hap- 
pen to have, not knowing who those hus- 
bands are, or what, or whether sensible 
or foolish, learned or illiterate, it would 
be best to keep them from writing and 
reading, and even from the knowledge of 
the common idioms of speech. Would it , 
not be very pretty for parents on both 
sides to make it the first subject of their 
inquiries, whether the girl, as a recommen- 
dation, were a greater fool, or more ig- 
norant, than the young fellow; and if 
not, that they should reject her^ for the 
booby's sake ? — and would not your ob- 
jection stand as strongly against a prefer- 
ence in mother- wit in the girl, as against 
what is called learning; since linguists, (I 
will not call all linguists, learned men,) do 
very seldom make the figure in conversa- 
tion 
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tion that even girls, from sixteen to twen- 
ty, make. 

If a woman lias genius, let it take its 
course, as well as in men ; provided she 
neglect not any thing that is more pecu- 
liarly her province. If she has good 
sense, she will not make the man she chuses, 
who wants her knowledge, uneasy, nor 
despise him for that want. Her good 
sense will teach her what is her duty; nor 
will she want reminding of the tenor of 
her marriage vow to him. If she has not, 
she will find a thousand ways to plague 
Wm, though she knew not one word be- 
yond her mother- tongue, nor how to 
M'lite, read, or speak properly in that. 
The English, Madam, and particularly 
what we call the plain English, is a very 
copious and a very expressive language. 

But, dear Madam, does what you say 
in the first part of the paragraph under 
^y cye» limiting the genius of women, 
ijuite cohere with the advantages which, in 

the 
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the last part, you tell me they have over 
lis ? — *' Men do well," yoif say, " to keep 
Avomen in ignorance :" but this is not ge- 
nerally intended to be the case, I believe. 
Girls, I think you formerly said, were com- 
pounded of brittle materials. They are not, 
they cannot be trusted to be sent abroad to 
seminaries of learning, as men are. It is 
necessary that they should be brought 
up to a knowledge of the domestic duties^ 
A young man's learning- time is from teii 
to twenty-five, more or less. At fifteen 
or sixteen, a girl starts into woman ; and 
then she throws her purveying eyes about 
her : and what is the learning she is desi- 
rous to obtain ? — Dear lady, discourage 
not the sweet souls from acquiring any 
learning that may keep them employed, 
and out of mischief, and that may divert 
them from attending to the whisperings 
ivithin them, and to the flatteries without 
them, till they have taken in a due quan- 
tity of ballast, that may hinder them, all 

their 
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their ^ails unfurled and streamers flyings 
from being overset at their first entrance 
upon the voyage of Hfe. 

I am charmed with your Ladyship's 
obliging account of your daily employ- 
ments and amusements. Now do I know 
at what different parts of the day to ob- 
trude myself. I was not very well this 
morning. My people neglected me. I 
was at Ilaigh, in half a second, and did 
myself the honour of breakfasting there. 
But became the more miserable for it ; for 
O how I missed you, on my re-transporta- 
tion ! — yet I the sooner recovered myself 
when I looked up to you and to your 
dear Sir Roger, in the picture. — Yet»the 
piercing cold, and the surrounding snow, 
and my hovered-over fire side, reminded 
me, that the piece before me was but a 
picture.. In summer, if it please God to 
spare me till then, it will be more than a 
picture, I will then throw myself into 
your morning walkp ; and sometimes per- 
haps 



t/ 
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! haps you shall find me perched upon one 
1 of your pieces of ruins, symbolically to 
make the ruin still more complete. In 
hopes of which, 

I am, dear Madam, 

S. Richardson. 



TO LADY BRADSHAIGHV 

A$UT what a sad thing say you, my dear 
lady, that these sober men will not put on 
the appearance of rakes I — Silly creatures ! 
when they know what would do ! — Can't 
they learn to curse and swear in jest ? and 
be good, and true, and faithful, just when 
a lady wants them to be good, and true, 
and faithfixl? — But you would be content, 
if the good men would dress, only dress, 
like rakes — But, hold I On looking back 

to 
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to your Ladyship's letter, I find the word* 
dress and address : " The good man need 
only to assume the dress and address of the 
rake, and you will wager ten to four that 
he will he preferred to him." Will you be 
pleased, Madam, to give me particulars of 
the taking dress of a rake ? Will you be 
pleased to describe the address with which 
the ladies in general shall be taken ? — 
The rake is, must be, generally, in dress a 
coxcomb ; in address, a man of great 
assurance; thinking highly of himself, 
meanly of the sex ; he must be past blush- 
ing, and laugh at those who are not. He 
must flatter, lie, laugh, sing, caper, be a 
monkey, and not a man. And can a good 
man put on these appearances ? We have 
heard that the devil has transformed him- 
self into an angel of light, to bring about 
his purposes; but never that an angel of 
light borrowed a coat and waistcoat of the 
devil, for any purpose whatever. And must 

the 
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the good man thus debase himself, to stand 
well with the fair sex ? 

" To reform Lovelace for Clarissa's 
sake !" — Excellent ladies ! — Unbounded 
charity ! — Dear souls ! How I love your 
six forgiving charmers ! — But they ac- 
knowledge this, I hope, only among them- 
selves ! — If there are any Lovelaces of 
their acquaintance, I hope they give not 
to them such an indir^t invitation to do 
their worst, in order to give themselves an 
opportunity to exercise one of the brightest 
graces of a Christian. 

Well, but for fear I should be called 
scurrilous again, let me see how your Lady- 
ship explains yourself. — "A man "may 
DESERVE the name of a rake, without be- 
ing QUITE on abandoned profligate ; as a 
man may sometimes drink a little too 
MUCH without being a sot. 

And, were I to attempt to draw a good 
man, are these. Madam, the outlines of his 
character ? Must he be a moderate rake ? — 

Must 



Digitized by VjOQQIC 



M'lTH LADY BRADSHAIGH. 65 

Must he qualify himsdf for the ladies' fa- 
vour by taking any liberties that are cri- 
minal ? Only taking care that he stop at a 
few ; " that he be not quite an abandoned 
profligate ! that though he may now and 
then drink a little too much, yet that he 
stop short of the sot !" — O my dear Lady 
Bradshaigh — apd am I scurrilous for say- 
ing, that there is no such thing, at least 
that it is very difficult, so to draw a good 
man, that he may be thought agreeable to 
the ladies in general ? 

Did I ever tell you, Madam, of the con* 
tention I had with Mr. Gibber, about the 
character of a good man, which he under- 
took to draw, and to whom, at setting out, 
he gave a mistress, in order to shew the 
virtue of his hero in parting with her^ 
when he had fixed' upon a particular lady, 
to whom he made honourable addresses ? 
A male- virgin, said he — ha, ha, ha, hah ! 
when I made my objections to the mistress, 
and she was another man's wife, too, but 

ill 
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ill used by her husband ; and he laughed 
me quite out of countenance! — And it 
was but yesterday, in company, some of 
which he never was in before, that he was 
distinguishing upon a moderate rake^ 
(though not one word has he seen or heard 
of your Ladyship's letter, or notion, ) by urg- 
ing, that men might be criminal without 
being censurable! — A doctrine that he 
had no doubt about, and to which he de- 
clared that none but divines and prudes 
would refuse to subscribe to ! — Bless m^^ 
thought I \ and is this knowing the 
world ? — What an amiable man was Mn 

B J in Pamela, in this light ! 

But I have this comfort, upon the 
whole, that I find the good man's charac- 
ter is not impracticable ; and I think Mr. 
Cibber, if I can have weight with him, 
shall undertake the arduous task. He is 
as gay and as lively at seventy-nine as he 
was at twenty -:nine ; and he -is a sober 
man, who has seen a great deal, and al- 
ways 
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ways dressed well, and was noted for his 
address, and for his success, too, on two 
hundred and fifty occasions, — a little too 
Kiany, I doubt, for a moderate rake : but 
then his long life must be considered. I 
wish M*e coukl fix upon the number of 
times a man might be allowed to be over- 
come with wine» without being thought a 
sot. Once a week? Once a fortnight? 
Once a month? How shall we put it? 
Youth will have its follies. Why — but I 
M'ill not ask the question I was going to 
ask, lest I should provoke your Ladyship 
beyond your strength. 

Dear, dear Madam, let me beg of you 
to make your own virtuous sentiments 
and behaviour in life, which render you 
equally beloved and revered by all who 
have the honour to know you, the stand- 
ard of virtue for all your sex. When yoa 
extend your charity too far, and allow for 
what is, rather than insist upon what 
should be, ia cases of duty and of deli- 
cacy^ 
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cacy, my love for the sex makes me ap- 
ply to your Ladyship's words — ** you pro- 
voke me beyond my strength." 

Just this moment came in my wife, 
(Thursday morning, eleven.) — O, Betsy, 
gaid J, begone ! Ask me not what I am 
writing; I have been cutting your dear 
lady all to pieces. — Dear good lady ! said 
she ; never will I forgive you, then. Then 
looking at you over the chimney, with ai^ 
eye of love, and my eye following her\ 
you can be but in jest, said she ! Pray 
make my best compliments to her Lady- 
ship, and to her Sir Roger. With which I 
conclude, 8cc. Scc^ 

S. Richardson.. 



to 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Feb. 9, 1750. 

W E arrived here in about four hours, 
over very rough roads, made smooth b}^ a 
deep snow and hard frost; and the day 
being fine, made it very pleasant travel- 
ling. I think myself very happily situated 
in this family, for reasons I have before 
given you; and though I have not quite 
so much command of time as I have at 
home, yet it is a rule here for every body 
to retire when they please ; for, as the fa- 
mily is large, conversation seldom drops 
for want of company ; and the sweet two 
uninterrupted hours your Clarissa has 
added to my time, are every where my 
own, and equally precious to me. I 
shall now proceed in my answer to 
your's. 

I will 
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I will not approve of learning in h:5* 
men. You, even you, shall not persuade 
me to it; that is, no farther than I have 
already allowed, which I think is pretty 
extensively ; let them study that, domestic 
duties, aijd other necessary acquirements, 
and they will have employment enough to 
keep them out of mischief, if their incli- 
natioBs are not strong chat way : and if 
they were as learned as the most learned 
you can name, I have a notion those same 
whisperings must, in some degree, be at- 
tended to ; and whilst they have ears they 
w411 be open to flattery ; and whilst men 
have tongues, those €ars will be filled 
with it. Learning cannot change nature, 
but it can make a woman ridiculous, a 
woman of sense I mean. Then, if it was 
once become customary, all parents would 
think their children qualified, and say, 
" If, please God, my girl shall be a scho- 
lar,'' as the men now say of their boy«, 
boobies or not : and what figures would 

most 
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most of US make! — Every thing moves 
easiest in its own sphere. Indeed, Sir, 
great learning would make strange work 
with us. You know we are to submit and 
obey ; and it is as much as ever we can 
do, often more, in our inferior state of 
knowledge. I speak of acquired learning. 
What we have from ^good sense and na- 
tural genius, nobody can take from us ; 
and the more a woman has of those, the 
better she must appear, if, along ^vith those, 
she has good nature and humility. 

You must not tell the elder Miss Col- 
lier what I have said, though I dare say 
she is one of those I named last. 

What joy it would give me to find you 
perched upon my piece of ruins ! How I 
should walk you about, and tire you to 
death, with shewing my \vorks, and point- 
ing out what I think the particular 
beauties of the place ! But, alas ! 1 shake 
my head at the pleasing delusive scene. 

Why, Sir ! whether changing names be 

arbitrary 
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arbitrary or not, it does not signify ; * for, 
in this, positively I >vill have my own hu- 
mour ; and that, whether I can give the 
BEST REASONS for it Or not. What is 
done, is done; and I do not at all repent. 
1 have a great pleasure in laughing at 
some inquisitive creatures, who go away 
satisfied and happy with their mistake, 
thinking they have obtained a secret, to 
divulge in the next company they fall 
into. 

^^ But, hey-day !" — Aye, and hey-day, 
too ! — Shall I answer you? — No — some 
sort of passages are best answered by a 
contemptuous silence* In short, my pen 
has not gall enough — Mr. Pope's would 
not have been sufficient — I care not. 
Sir — I care not, whether it is easier to draw 
a good man or a good woman. — Til go to 

* Lady Bradshaigh changed the name of Richardson 
(put over his picture) to Dickenson, tliat it might not 
be known she corresponded with an author. 

Sir 
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cantliink of. 

Well, Sir; and now I am returned to you, 
to call Sir Roger names : for, would yowT)e-» 
Jieve it ? the dear perverse man took your 
part, laughed at me, and said, ^* I must 
advise Mr, Richardson to correct you, or 
your- sauciness will exceed all bounds," 
So away came I^ looked like a fool, and 
fn uttered to myself. 

I will try if I cannot spit my venom to 
better purpose. And now I am come with 
a full resolution to — O Lord, Sir! what 
are all human tiesigns r with what a sweets 
ener do you close your next paragraph, 
which I unfortunately cast my eye upon, 
whilst I dipped my pen in gall! — Now 
am I as gentle and soft as a dove ; there i^- 
no withstanding flattery, from fourteen to 
fourscore ; and though I had withdrawn 
my hand, I here offer it again. And now 
I am soothed and prepared to answer your 
last and most difficult question with tem- 

VOL. VI, E per. 
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per. Let me see — you are very serious 
— you are afraid of an answer, with jus- 
tice — your opinion is plain — mine, per- 
haps, you will not allow just ; but I so- 
lemnly protest, I believe (" were the one 
to incur no more disgrace in the eye of 
the world by a lapse, or deviation, than • 
the other,") that six of our sex to four of 
your's would, upon proof, be found to love 
virtue for virtue's sake; though I doubt 
there would very many become openly 
vicious, who now pass for, and, may not 
I say, really are, virtuous ; for I think 
those may be reckoned tirtuous, who, 
either from religious considerations, or 
from the reasonable motives you hint at^ 
curb and restrain their bad inclinations. 
I do not know but they may be the most 
virtuous, who overcome the strongest pas- 
sions and temptations. 

But, Sir, you find so much difficulty in 
drawing the character of a good and 
agreeable man, that I doubt we cannot 

find 
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(md Jiusbands to match even our prudent 
girl% wliose qumber, I hope, is not a fewj 
even in such an age as this, which age 3''ou 
are to understand I do not think worse 
than former ages ; '^ but it is the age we 
live in :" so says Seneca. As^ then, there are 
so few good men, 1 doubt the girls will 
find it necessary to marry rakes, rather 
than not marry at alL And the conclusion 
is, that it is your business, for who is bet- 
ter able to set about reforming your 
own sex ? Exhibit the man we ought to 
prefer, without regarding whether the 
qau^hty girls may think him amiable or 
not. Let him take his chance. Perfect 
beauty cannot fail of its admirers. 

March 17, 1751. — On Thursday last, 
we returned home, where we found your u- 
valuable present, greatly too much so, in- 
deed. Upon opening the box, I felt a 
strange confused sort of a blush, occasion- 
cd by modesty, mingled with pleasure, 
gratitude, and some anger, for, would you 
E 2 believe 
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believe that I could scarcely endure the 
sight of your sweet-faced Pamela ? How 
could you make her stare me out of coun- 
tenance ? that was not in character, I am 
sure. HoM ever, I cannot be long out of 
humour with a daughter of your's. And 
the youngest of the three instantly began 
to prattle to me in such an agreeable man- 
ner, as extinguished every unpleasing sen- 
sation^ and left only gratitude and thank* 
fulness in full possession of my heart, 
with which it now runs over. And as 
man and wife are one, (at least they are so 
at Haigh,) you must suppose tlie stream 
equal and united. 

Harriot Byron I laid not down till I4iad 
gone through ; through did I say ? — I 
wish I may prom^se myself so much plea- 
sure some years hence. In short, Sir, it 
promises sometWng delightful ; and! hope 
you think so. But why would not you let 
me just peep at the good man ? not but I 
think I see him at a little distance. As 

for 
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fox correction and amendments, you must 
not expect them from me, I know you 
do not, though you are so humble as to say 
yow do. 

: I must once more join Sir Roger's com- 
pliments and thajiks with those of, Sir, 
\ Your rery much obliged, and 
faithful humble servant, 
D. Bradshaiou. 



TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 



XT was very kind of you, dear lady, in 
the midst of such rejoicing friends and 

relations, as at R ^ to write to your 

correspondent 

You cannot imagine, Madam, how much 
I am delighted with your acknowledge- 
ment, that Clarissa's rules have added two 
£ S hours 
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hours every morning to your happity-em-* 
ployed daj's ! 

Your Ladyship will not " approve of 
learning in women." I cannot help it. 
But do not you think, Madam, that the 
woman, who, additionally to the ad van* 
tages she has from nature, ^^ has beeu 
taught to read and converse with ease 
and- propriety;" who can read, spell, and 
jspeak English ; may not be as justly fear* 
ed by half the pretty fellows of this age, 
lis if she could read and understand 
Latin ? 

I do not allow, that, because a man i$ 
superficial, a woman must be so too, for 
fear she should meet with a husband to 
iirhoni she may have a superior under* 
standing. Do not you remember whose 
these words are ? '* What pity it is that 
true genius and merit should be veiled 
under the cloud of inactivity and mo- 
desty."*— '* Stratige ! (adds this favourite 

of 
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of mine) that people will lap up their ta» 
lents, and hide them." 

In your Ladyship's, of January 6, you 
3ay, ** I hate to hear Latin out of a wo- 
man's mouth : there is something in it to 
pie masculine. I could fancy such a one 
weary of the petticoat, and talking oveif 
a bottle." But, in this case, will not va- 
pity and popceit shew themselves, where 
they aye predominapt, in a man's as much 
9^iji ^ Wpmap's mind ? Are there not pe- 
4^ptic pien ? There are ijuch men. A^^ 
^{iss C ; • "•: ' .is an exapiple, that wotpjen 
pi^y he trusted with Latin and even Cfreek^ 
^4 yet not think themselves q.bovp thjejf 
domestic duties. But, after all, I cqpten^ 
pot that women should be taught either of 
these languages ; nor do I hold languages 
fo be learning, as I hinted in my former. 
A linguist and a learned pian may very 
well be two persons. Meantime, all that 
J contend for, is, that genius, whether in 
men or wonaen, should take its course: 
E 4 that, 
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that, as a ray of the divhiity, it should 
not be suppressed. But I acknowledge 
that the great and indispensable duties of 
women are of the domestic kind ; and that^ 
if a woman neglects these, or despises them, 
for the ^ake of science itself, which I call 
learning, she is good for nothing. 

But would you not, Madam, have call- 
ed me by some hard name, had I supposed 
the sex, in general, so conceited, so self* 
sufficient, so naturally weak in judgement, 
aa you do ? and had I asserted, that the 
more they knew, the worse would they bie 
for it? I believe, I have observed in a 
former, that neither of us will let any one 
but ourself speak slightly of the sex. 

I am satisfied. Madam, with what you 
Bay about changing of names. I may as 
well be satisfied, as to be assured that^ if 
I am not, I have no remedy; " and that 
you do not care, and that positively you 
will have your own humour.** Upon my 
word, Madam I — But, pray tell me, have 

you 
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you not all this time appeared to me iil 
disguise ? You must certainly be a learn- 
ed lady, in your own sense of the word, 
learned ; I mean only a« to positiveness. 
Be pleased, however, to remember, that 
you have done this without act of parlia- 
ment, and that you have not very good 
example for it. Lovelace was a great 
namo-changer. 

** You are ready to call Sir Roger names 
for his goodness in taking my part ;" and 
yet, my good Sir Roger, ^this your favour 
to me is all owing to your goodness to the 
absent. - I o w;i that I am very spiteful 
sometimes. I have the boldness, the 
wickedness, to say severe things against 
the sex, on purpose to provoke my Lady ; 
and, Avith a little art in the provocation, 
to make her speak, or rather write, in 
their favour : for really sometimes she is 
not near so kind to them as I am. 

But you would have me set about re- 

forming my own sex. Dear ladyl you 

E 5 make 
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Biake me smile ! Why, I attempted to 
draw a good woman ; and the poor phan- 
toi^ has set half her own sex against hen 
The men more generally admire her, in- 
deed, because bad men, as I have quoted^ 
5lbove from Lovelace, admire good women. 
But with some of the sex she is a prude ; 
^ith others a coquet; with more a saucy 
creature, whose Ufe, manners, and max* 
ims, are affronts to them. Mr. Fielding*s 
Sophia is a much more eligible character* 
What think you, Madam, was my retura 
to two ditferent ladies, who, unknown 
to, and but little acquainted with 
each other, sent me, the one, a letter^ 
licensing Clarissa for a coquet ; the other^ 
taking her to task as a prude ? Why, to 
send to each the other's letter for a full 
answer of her's. And so I lost, at setting 
out, two correspondents, and, what was^ 
worse, my two letters ; for I never could 
get them back, and had taken no copies 
of them ; and there were some curious 

strokes 
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strokes in both : but the ladies have evejr 
since been well acquainted. 

As to your cliarxning cabinet, of which 
I signified the safe receipt at the time, you 
have added a new care, as well as delight, 
to my wife. It is at present put in her 
chamber till a case can be made for it, shp 
not thinking that which I have worthy of 
it. She will let nobody hft it but herself. 

You would be pleased were you to sep 
her in the attitude into whiqh she gene* 
rally puts herself, when she has brought it 
^down, and placed it on the gpinnet, Polly 
,usually marching down before her, to open 
doors and clear the way. As soon as $h^ 
has put it down, she bridles, jsteps two or 
three paces backward, for reverence sake, 
and to give an example to her visitors, lest 
they should go near, and put forth a fin- 
ger to it. Then she folds her fingers, her 
head now inclining to her right, now to 
her left shoulder, admiring it : And is it 
not a sweet piece of work, Madam ? Do 

not 
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not touch it, Miss, for the world ! Mn 
Richardson, pray hasten the glass-case. Sec 

what ladies can do, Mr. • And then 

ishe enjoys their praises ; and is best plea^ 
scd with that person of the company who 
praises it most. She gives them the his- 
tory of the package, and approaches it 
again : points to the particular beauties : 
then, Polly preceding her as before, to clear 
the way, she takes it by its two rings, 
and, with careful feet, carries it up, and 
replaces it in the case, renewing her in- 
junctions to me, at her coming down, to 
hasten the case that she will have made 
for it, and which, for want of proper 
workmen at North-End, will not be done 
so soon as she wishes it. 

Dear Madam, your's, See. 
S. Richardson. 
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TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

Horth-End, March 04* 

v>'AN scarcely endure the sight of my 
Pamela !" — Podr Pamela ! — But I thank 
you for excusing her confident stare, and 
for receiving her once more into favour. 

But my Harriot ! — and do you, can 
you like the girl ? I have designed her to 
keep the middle course, between Pamela 
and Clarissa; and between Clarissa and 
Miss Howe ; or rather, to make her what I 
^vould have supposed Clarissa to be, had 
she not met with such persecutions at 
home, and with such a tormentor as Love- 
lace. She interests her readers so far, as 
to make them wish her to have a good 
man. 

But who is the good man that you think 
you see at a little distance ? — In truth he 

has 
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has not peeped out yet. He must not ap- 
pear till, as at a royal cavalcade, the drums, 
trumpets, fifes and tabrets, and many a 
fine fellow, have preceeded him, and set the 
spectators agog, as I may call it. Then 
must he be seen to enter with an eclat ; 
while the mob shall be ready to cry out 
huzza, boys ! 

I must own that I now just begin to 
think that I could do something ; and yet 
the doctrine of moderate rakery, that is to 
;5ay, the fear I have, that a good man 
must have a tame appearance, must not ^ 
little dishearten me. Do you. Madam, find 
some faults, that I may make what is al- 
ready done more perfect. — How should I 
know ladies' minds, ladies' foibles, ladies* 
secret thoughts? How shall a man obscurely 
situated, never delighting in public enter- 
tainments, nor in his youth able to fre.- 
quent them, from narrowness of fortune, 
had he had a taste for them ; one of the 
most attentive of men to the calls of his 

business ^ 
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business ; his situation for many years pro- 
ducing little but prospects of a numerous 
family ; a business that seldom called him 
abroad, where he might in the course of it 
see and know a little of the Arorld, as some 
employments give opportunities to do; na- 
turally shy and sheepish, and wanting more 
encouragement by smiles, to draw him out^ 
than any body thought it worth their while 
to give him ; and blest, (in this he will say 
blest,) with a mind that set him above a 
sought- for dependence, and making aa 
absolute reliance on Providence and his 
OAvn endeavours. How, I say, shall sucb 
a man pretend to describe and enter inta 
characters in upper life ? How shall such a 
one draw scenes of busy and yet elegant 
trifling ? 

Miss M. is of opinion, that no man caii 
be drawn, that will appear to so much ad- 
4^antage as Harriot : I own that a good 
woman is my favourite character ; and 
that I can do twenty agreeable things for 

her. 
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her, none of which would appear in a 
striking light in a man. Softness of hearty 
gentleness of manners, tears, beauty, will 
allow of pathetic* scenes in the story of the 
one, which cannot have place in that of 
the other. Philanthropy, humanity, is 
all that he can properly rise to. And glo- 
rious indeed are those qualities in a man. 

But when you say, that you know 
" that I do not expect corrections and 
amendments from you, though I am so 
humble as to say so** — How is that, dear 
lady ! I must be humble indeed, and 
humbled too, if you think me capable of 
such a conceited fib. Pray, Madam, cor^ 
rect and amend Harriot, to make roe 
amends. 

Poor Nancy is in a poor way, still. We 
are apprehensive of the M^orst. We in- 
dulge her in all her wishes, and even hu- 
mours, as a valetudinarian. She is excessive- 
ly fond of North-End. But when, at the 
latter end of the week, worn out with bu- 
siness^ 
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siness, I fly thither for recess, the clear 
chikrs ilhiess, and my indifferent prospects 
as to her, sit heavy upon me* Yet she 
lives in hope of seeing me, as usual, every 
Aveek. — Children, good childreUj are not 
always comforts. — ^V'creI to proceed with 
Harriot, shall I give her children? — Do 
you not think that your whole undivided 
love and Sir Roger's, to each other — but 
I will not push this question. Yet, of this 
I am sure, that you have both been saved 
abundance of tears^ cares, anxieties, were 
your children, if you had had any, to 
have proved ever so hopeful 

I am, my dear Lady Bradshaigh, with 
equal gratitude and respect, 
Your's, &c. 

S. Richardson, 
--' • -•' • • U> ,f u.it i: 
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70 MR. RICHARDSON* 

March og, 17^1. 



SIR, 



jC ou are very provoking — you will not 
understand me. You »aid, without mar 
king any exceptions, that to have the dre^t 
and address of a rake, they mu^t appear 
impudent, and curse and swear, and her 
have like monkeys. Now, I have often 
•een rakes behave with the strictest der 
cency, though with a well-bred gaiety, 
What I would ask is. If there are not rakea 
who, in modest company, can appear }ik$ 
modest men, and with a genteel, easy, 
politeness ? The dress and address of such 
a man, without his vices, is what I would 
recommend to the sober men, who are too 
often formal, and disagreeable in their man- 
ner, for want of a liberal education. And 
have I not before said, and I think with re- 

gret, 
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gret, that a man could not be educated as a 
gentleman ought to be, (such are the evil 
habits of men !) without bdng infected with 
vices below truly great men, though cus- 
tom has so familiarized them to the gentle- 
man ? Mora's the pity ! But would a good 
man be the worse for carrying the outside 
i>f such a one as I mean ? Would it hurt « 
-man's morals^ to have the appearance of 
tven LomlacCy as Miss Howe describes him 
lit Colonel Ambrose's ball ? X-et me see-^ 
J will give you her words : ^ — *' So little pjf 
the fop, yet so elegant and rich in hit 
dress ! His peraon so specious, his air so 
intrepid ! So much meaning and penetra-f 
tion in his face i So much gaiety, yet so 
little of the monkey ! Though a travelled 
gentleman, yet no affectation ! No mero 
'toup6e-njan, but all manly ! And his couf 
rage and wit — the one so known, the 
other so dreaded ! " NoW, Sir, I suppose 
this was designed to be thought an amiaf 
able app^urance, do not you think it was P 

You 
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You answer yes. Well, then, to this body 
let us join a great and good soul — and 
pray, Sir, what fault have you to find with 
the union? Might not your starch, and 
your weeping, your whining Hickmans 
and Ormes, be as valuable with such an 
appearance, as with the contrary? Ask 
either Miss Howe or Miss Byron* I durst 
venture to put the question to a Clarissa. 

You write my words, without taking 
my meaning, or you would not have been 
80 startled. Is a bad person, a bad address^ 
necessary to complete a good man ? Nor 
do I pretend to say is the contrary. But^ 
to draw a hero, I believe you will think it 
expedient to give him personal qualifica^ 
tions, as well as moral, though of less con* 
frideration. Nor would a sensible, moral 
man, be proud of his appearance, or be a 
self-admirer. 

The address I wish to have imitated. I 
^rish, not because it is that of a rake, but 
because it is that of a man who has seen the 

world. 
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world, and has had opportunities of im- 
proving himself. Have not I, over, and 
over, lamented the widened ness of your 
sex ; that you could not obtain that im- 
J>rovement, without suffering a corruption 
of morals? And who says this? *'A man's 
morality is often the price paid for travel- 
ling accomplishments/' * 

I -absolutely deny, that, from what I 
have said, you can with justice j)ronouncc 
that I allow of moderate rakery, I could 
^ol so far behe my heart And then such 
things vdo you say, strengthened with your 
lines, ^nd your double lines, that — just 
now I cannot abide you ! I shall not talk 
of forgiveness, in hours, for I cannot for- 
give you, I know not how fong. 

IIow you make me hate and despise aid 
Cibber ! You seem to ^hink I am pretty 
much in his way of thinking. Thank you. 
Sir ! I laugh not at what he laughed at ; 
nor should he have laughed me out of 
countenance^ though I might have blushed 

with 
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witli indignation. Where does he find the 
doctrine, that men may be criminal with- 
out being censurable ? In his own corrupt 
heart. I believe, indeed, he is a perfect 
stranger to the most excellent of doc-» 
trines. He does not search too narrowly, 
for fear of finding that all crimes are not 
only censurable, but punishable. With 
what a heart does he stand upon the brink 
of that grave that is gaptng to devour 
liiin ! He draw a good man ! A despica- 
ble wretch ! He noted for his address } 
Yes ; he was noted for the most finished 
coxcomb that ever humanity produced, as 
well off the stage as oji, where he so often 
ridiculed his own character. And this is 
the man whose dress and address you 
think I shall approve ! Well, Sir, I only 
say, that if I have not a capacity to make 
myself understood, pray let the subject 
drop ; for, you know me not But I am 
a fool for being so serious ^ for your mis- 
constructions are wilful Surely they, must 

be 
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be so, or I have veiy ill expressed my 
thoughts. And all this has arisen from 
my saying, the dress and address of a 
moderate rake, that is, of a well-bred man, 
was the most agreeable. And so I say 
still. And if for that I deserved cutting 
to pieces, you Aviii ttow perhaps think pro- 
per to grind me to powder. 

Pray, Sir, let me beg, if I have not lost 
all my interest, that you will never name 
your good man again to that old irre- 
claimable signer of seventy-nine. His vile 
opinion will taint the character. Vice, in 
youth, is not excusable ; but in old age it 
is unpardonable. These are my thoughts, 
as naughty as I am. 

Good, dear Mrs. Richardson, I thank 
you for taking the poor sufferer's part, 
when the angry soul could boast he had 
cut me to pieces. Do you think he was 
but in jest ? Between you and me, though 
I would not directly tell him so, I do not 
mind him of two straws. His razor cuts 

so 
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80 fine, that it gives more pleasure than 
smart : and, being so well acquainted with 
the metal, it rather encourages me to of- 
fend. It is but a scolding bout ; and, if 
occasiop, a submission; and then a recon- 
ciliation. 

I think we pretty nearly agree, as to 
learning in women. And I was glad to 
find our opinion corresponding with an 
author esteemed by the judicious. In the 
letters of Balzac to Mr. Chapelain, are the 
following words; "I could nriore willingly 
tolerate a woman witli a beard, than one 
that pretends to learning. In earnest, had 
I authority in the civil government, I 
would condemn all those women to the 
distaff, that undertook to write books, that 
transform their souls by a masculine dis- 
guise, and break the rank they hold in tlie 
world," 

Should the warmth of nfiy solicitude en- 
gage you in any thing that you might, 
hereafter, have reason to repent of, I think 

I could 
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I could never forgive myself. You at first 
terrified me with your question ; but I was 
again encouraged, when I recollected it 
proceeded from modesty, and a diffidence 
of yourself that no other i>erson can have, 
if you heartily and in good earnest set 
about a new piece. 

I can, I do, like your Harriot ; and I. 
doubt not of her being a general favou- 
rite. I believe I was mistaken, as to the 
distant view of the good man ; though, a 
good man wauld shine a great way off^, 
amongst the present race of men. I shall 
wait for him with great impatience, and 
shall have my mouth open, to cry huzza ! 
upon his very first appearance. But why 
must a ^ood man have a tame appearance ? 
It sounds so like a thing that will fetch 
and carry. I am sure every good man 
is not a Hickman or an Orme. But now 
it comes out — you begin to think **if it 
were not for your nervous maladies:" How 
VOL. VI. F that 
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that blasts my hopes, dear Sir I Go oii^ 
and prosper, prays 

Your's, &c. 
# D. Bradshaigh. 

P. S. The true state of a pity-moving 
case, recommended to the author of Cla- 
rissa : 

The die was cast for chaining a fair 
young lady to a man she hated. Clarissa- 
like, she declared her unconquerable aver- 
sion, to father, mother, and every intimate 
friend ; frankly told her lover, she would 
rather die than marry him. This gentle- 
man, blinded by passion, (in every other 
respect, esteemed a very sensible man) 
flattered himself with imagining he could 
gain her affections, by making an indul- 
gent, tender husband ; and insisted on 
having the match concluded. Accord- 
ingly, this ill-suited couple were yoked 
together. Her Harlowe-hearted parents, 

deaf 
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deaf to entreaty, unmoved by the young 
lady's prayers and tears, forced her to give 
her hand where she could not bestow a 
repugnant heart. ♦ 

This reluctant obedience (fatal mar- 
riage !) is attended with miserable conse-^ 
quences — nothing less, on her part, than 
frantic extravagance and attempted elope- 
ment. The unhappy husband's woful dis- 
tress and deep melancholy is aggravated 
by a suspicion that his wife intended to 
poison him. Upon the discovery of this 
terrible affair, slie was closely confined, tilt 
a resolution was taken, (not less barbarous 
than the cruelty that caused her distrac- 
tion), which was, to banish this object of 
Compassion to some remote part of tha 
world. Accordingly, the poor creature 
was hurried away — is actually sent to a 
little town in France — compelled to live 
there, for, in case she quits that place, she 
is not to receive one penny, to support 
her. 

f3 This 
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This melancholy story is matter of fact. 
Many distressful circumstances I have 
omitted. There are, it seems, barbarian 
parents, who call themselves Christians, 
and are styled Right Honourable ; for, this 
unfortunate lady is an Irish Lord's daugh- 
ter, and, probably, she is the first banished 
female. 

I could wish this tragic story might em- 
ploy Mr. Richardson's inimitable pen : he 
can handle the subject properly : he may 
wring compassion from stony hearts, by 
giving the public a history of this fair 
exile. 

In reading Clarissa's sad story, I thought 
it scarcely possible that there could be 
such a father as old Harlowe is there repre^- 
sented. Can parents be such inhuman 
monsters? The above story has convinced 
me there are such tyrants. Are not such 
parents answerable for any misconduct in 
the child they have cruelly distressed ? I 
charge all woful consequences to their ac- 
count. 
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count They are more wicked, infinitely 
worse, than a Lovelace. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

A CONGRATULATE you, dcat Sir, upon 
surmounting the difficulty you expected 
to meet with, as to refusing a challenge. 
The lines you sent me, of Dr. Young's,* 
ought to convince you, as you have done 
him, that the only difficulty you can meet 
with is the prevailing with yourself to 
think the difficulty is over when once you 
endeavour to overcome it; for, so it is, in 
fact. 

And so Sir Charles is the man ! I make 
him one of my very best courtesies, and 
say all j;he handsome things that ought to 
be said, upon being introduced to an ac- 

* What moral grandeur fills the well-wrought scen^ 
A sword mdrawn raakes mighty Caesar's mean. 

F 3 quaintance 
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quaintance so agreeable. I shall be iinpa* 
tient to know more of him. I " tell you 
what I would have done ! " Dear Sir, ask 
your own mind what I would have done : 
the dictates of that must be what I would 
have done. 

You do, at last, approve of what I say 
of Hickman and Orme. Very well. Wha^ 
a life had I to make you own you under- 
stand me ! But the trial, you think, " h 
not, Whom a lady would prefer for a con- 
versible friend ; but, Whom she would 
chuse for a husband.'* 

A husband, I think, should never be 
chosen without a view to a conversible 
friend (though, too often, it is very little 
thought of) ; but I believe all people 
have valuable and conversible friends that 
they could not think of marrying. '^You 
have taken it into your head, that a cer- 
tain lady," &c. Why, Sir, you have taken 
the wrongest things in the world into your 
head. The lady never did balance, never 

kept 
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kept the gentleman in suspense^ was not 
at all nauglity ; she could not be persua- 
ded to marrj'', till she had a nihul to 
change her condition ; the no was a posi- 
tive no, for the Lord knows how long, 
without expecting he would wait for the 
change in her mind. However, the time 
came vv^hen she did change her mind ; and 
then the yes was a positive yes. No ba- 
lancing, no suspense, in all this; for, as 
she was determined not to marry young, 
she would not allow herself time to deli- 
berate. You know who says, *^ The wo- 
man that deliberates, is lost." And I have 
some reason to think it true ; for I knev/ 
a grave lady who was one of those who 
boldly declared, Nobody should ever pre- 
vail w^ith her to marry : she \vas married 
to devotion, and devotion at last married 
her to a mortal man ; for, looking one day 
into a book she had been using, I found a 
leaf doubled down at a prayer, the title 
of wliich was^ Fo7^ o?ie who deliberates 
F 4 about 
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about marriage. From which time, I gave 
her up, and laughed at her resolutions : 
and indeed, in a very short time, she gave 
up herself. You may be sure, she had my 
approbation for so doing. You know what 
a friend I am to matrimony. 

But to return to your question* The 
lady bids tne tell you, the gentleman's per- 
son and manner were not disagreeable to 
her; had they been so, she never would 
have married him, however deserving he 
might have been, otherwise: nor could she 
have married the most valuable man upon 
earth, with a disgust to his persoft ; tho* 
she holds no more necessary, than not to 
dislike the person. But her chief motive 
was, she was pretty sure of his affection 
and esteem, and of her own for him ; and, 
upon the whole, thought him the man she 
could live happily with ; in which she was 
not mistaken; and for which I thank God, 
for I love her equally with myself, and her 
husband better. I am not sure whether 

that 
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that is not rather too extravagant an ex- 
pression ; nor can it be known, without 
some severe trial. 

I doubt, Sir, I am guilty of repetition. 
Something like this paragraph I have writ- 
ten before. 

Indeed, Sir, you make your sex very sad 
creatures, by saying that ** Pride and tri- 
umph are the meaning of the urgency they 
use to make a woman declare her love." 
I would fain hope it is sometimes done 
purely out of the lover's desire to hear him^- 
self pronounced the happy man by a vaUi- 
able woman he loves. The sincere, the gene- 
I'ous, and the grateful heart, would surely 
overflow with an humble sense of the obli- 
gation, and not grow arrogant upon her 
indulgence : but, should that be the case, 
I hope you think there are women, who, 
after they have been prevailed upon to de- 
clare their love, might leave themselvesi 
power to resent, upon occasion, and iiot 
think that they were under any obligation 
TO to 
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to enlarge their indulgence, I know, I 
would never consent to marry a man that 
I thought was not to be trusted with the 
acknowledgement of my love : but she 
must be a tame fool, who would suffer ai 
man, after such acknowledgement^ to be*- 
have as if he had made lier a dependent 
for what he ought to own an obligatiom 
*' A woman should always leave heri^lf 
the power of granting something," and 
also of retracting. I am by no means foir 
an unlimited declaration^ or unalterable 
engagement, till made so by the priest, 

I know Lovelace talks like a profligate :: 
but he never knew the blessing of being 
secure of a truly virtuous woman ; nor. 
had he worth to know how to value such 
a one. For all his wisdom, there are 
lovers who can shew ardours after being 
secure: but, if -ardour is what the ladies 
love, let them beware of marrying rakes. . 

What I heard in disfaMour of the lady 
whose story I sent you, was^ that, upoar 

Jier 
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her declared dislike to the gentleman, he 
desisted, telling her, he would be mise- 
rable all his life rather than make her so a 
day : which generosity in time conquered 
her heart, as she pretended,^ \vhicli she 
gave him to understand, and that she 
preferred him to all the world.. In a Httle 
time they were married, when she took 
the first opportunity to declare she hated 
her husband, and only married him to be 
her own mistress, which she knew his easy 
nature and love for her would suffer, as 
I hear it said ; for he gave a loose to her 
extravagance, putting the most favourable 
constructions- upon her actions, very near 
the most criminal, if not quite so : in 
short, I never heard of a more unbounded 
generosity and indulgence. It is said, she 
offered herself to elope with a certain 
Lord, but he rejected the offer; upon 
which she attempted bribing a man to poi- 
son her husband ; and then they partied. 
Which of the stories are true I do not pre- 
tend 
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tend to say : very likely there may be par- 
tiality on both sides. 

A few days ago I was pleased with hear- 
ing a very sensible lady greatly pleased 
with the Rambler, No. y?.* She happened 
to be in town when it was published ; and 
I asked if she knew who was the author r 
She said, it was supposed to be one who 
was concerned in the Spectators, it being 
much better written than any of the Ram- 
blers. I wanted to say who was really the 
author, but durst not, without your per- 
mission. 

I had occasion to write to the poor 
Magdalen lately, having got her a place, 
in which she must have been happy ; but,, 
as the lady was going to make a long stay 
in Cornwall, where the poor creature was 
known, and had often been seen, she declined 
accepting it, saying, she had not the con- 
fidence to appear where she must every 

* Written by Mr. Richardson, 

^ day 
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day see |>eople that would despise, per- 
haps insult her. Had she accepted the 
place, should I have let the lady into her 
story? Pray give me your opinion. I 
had thoughts of doing it, and yet I was 
afraid ; for the lady is single, and I fancy 
near sixty. You guess. Sir, what I was 
afraid of. However, this lady is one of 
the excellent, and I think would have in- 
clined to the charitable side. 

I find I have finished two sheets, and 
positively I will not begin another, for I 
could not send it empty away. 
I am. Sir, 

your obliged and 

faithful humble servant, 
D. Brabshaigh. 



to 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON'. 

jfpril 16, 1751- 

X OUR Greville, I find, is to be of the 
Lovelace order, a libertine of humoiir, 
something agreeable ; but ought not to be 
a favourite : do you take care of that^ 
This letter — Fie upon you! Why would 
you write it so well ? -To be sure, there i& 
enough in it to make one dislike the cha- 
racter; but who call help being pleased 
with wit and humour? I doubt I must 
like to hear him talk for half an hour,, 
though I shall hate his character: but yoa 
will give me leave to admire his dictator*.* 
But M ho can this Lady Frampton be, to* 
whom he writes with so little reserve? 
Some good sort of a middle-aged body, 
allowing for the sallies of youth, and that 
cau bear to hear a young fellow rattle,, 

witlioufc 
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without putting on a formidable vinegar 
face, though not without shewing disap- 
probation occasionally. Fenwick appears^ 
insignificant. But tlie gentle, whining,, 
sober Hick — I mean Orme ! I will love 
him, that is a determined point. Upoa 
jeperusing this letter,, there appear too 
many repetitions 

You are very near making Miss Byron 
chuse a single life. I was glad to see — 
*' if I find not, in the interim, a man," &c^ 
Now, Sir, I shall insist upon your giving 
the preference to the married state, since 
you can sa well inform us how ta make it 
preferable. 

Mr. and Mrs. Reeves are mistaken, I 
will take upon me to say. " Poor Mr. 
Orme f — He may be poor Mr. Orme ;. but 
he is not the happy man, any fertlier than 
friendship and pity will make . him so.. 
Would Miss Byron make us believe — No, 
aa — Whining — The man! — No, indeed, 

shaa 
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shall he not ! But I will love him, for all 
that, though he shall not be your hero. 

Is not Miss Byron rather too young to 
think herself able to correct Miss Darling- 
ton, as to her poetical pieces, though she 
was sure of its being taken ever so kindly ? 
She pleads, indeed, her grandpapa's in- 
structions, by way of excuse. 

Admirable ! if not too highly so for 
twent}'^ years of age. I have heard that 
fault found with Clarissa. I, m ho was a 
strange unthinking girl at those years, 
which, at this day, I very well remember, may 
think the character more unnatural than 
one who is of a graver turn ; but, as t.Ke 
design is to shew us what we ought to be, 
it will, I believe, answer all objections. 
And, now I think of it, I had a sister, 
that, before that age, read divinity, and 
all grave books ; remembered what she 
read, lectured me for say ing short prayers, 
and talked like a sage old woman. 

Here 
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Here are so many proper characters in- 
troduced, and such a foundation to work 
upon, that it would be downright idle 
neglect not to proceed in the building. 

What a detestation of masculine man- 
ners is felt from the bold Barneveldt. 
Pray, Sir; make her a huntress, and say a 
great deal about that. I have lately been 
offended with a parcel of young ladies, 
followers of that unwomanly diversion, 
whose conversation, especially after a 
chase, has turned upon dogs and horses, 
leaping hedges, and tumbling into ditches* 
Would it not provoke a woman, or ii man 
of delicacy, to hear a lady, perhaps proud 
of her unbecoming knowledge, describe 
the particular beauties of a horse ? One 
cries, *^ it has a fine forehead ;" another, 
" his quarters are good ;" a third, " he 
shews as much blood as most horses I 
have seen ;" and the fair Barneveldt, who 
a great hunter, I know her well, crack- 
ing her long whip, her cap saucily cock- 

ed, 
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ed, cries, " I think my Mercury outstript 
the wind to-day. You heard of my fall? 
from which I find no bad effects. I was 
quite stunned for some time, indeed. The 
first thing I was sensible of, was my being 
in the coloneFs arms, my head reclined on 
his breast. I believe he is a very good 
nurse, for I was told he took great care of 
me.*' 

All this, Sir, have I heard; and from 
virtuous and good women, I verily beUeve: 
with an impatient mind have I heard it, 
yet not always silently impatient, though 
ineffectually so; for they are like their 
dogs (I the poor hare) in full cry, till 
they have hunted me down. 

" What ! not shew me the good man, 
after so much talk about him ? I know 
you have him in one hand, just going to 
say, ^^ Madam ! this is— and now he is 
introduced," — I will not say how I like 
him, because you and I do not quite agree 
s^)o^^t first appearawces. I am willing to 

think 
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think Miss Byron happened to see him 
first at church, and was struck with his 
behaviour. Who would not ? To see a 
man, in person like. Lovelace, in an act of 
sincere devotion : only think of that ! 
Sincerity is easily dbtinguished in an open 
countenance. He did, indeed, in the 
time of p^alm singing, fix his eyes so at- 
tentively upon Miss Byron, that it occa- 
sioned a blush of the deepest die ; and he 
also blushed, to think he had put a lady 
out of countenance^ Miss Byron was not 
displeased to see him bow to Mr. Reeves, 
after service, because, thought she, I 
shall like to be acquainted with this man 
only for his goodness, that is all. It 
seems, he was an acquaintance of Mr. 
Eeeves's, just returned from travel. 

You are so kind to say. Sir, the power 
I have over you has drawn you thus far 
into this reluctantly-undertaken begm- 
ning. Give me not reason, then, to lament 
the loss of that power ; but, however, I 

ought 
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ought to be thankful for the pleasure you 
have already given me; and will hope — 
Do, Sir, encourage me to hope ? You will 
do so, I mil imagine: then, God speed 
your work. 

Tour's, &c. 

D. Bradsuaigh. 



TO LADY BRAD8HAI6H. 

x OUR Ladyship's fears for my health 
are indeed very kind. Whatever be the 
occasion, I cannot say; but I have passed 
more than a month of grievous and incapa- 
citating suffering. Behiqd-hand with all 
my correspondencies ; and almost careless 
of business. Could I have proceeded with 
Harriot and your good man (your's he is— 
he owes the existence he has to you), I 
should have been better. 

What 
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What I meant was, that I have no 
thoughts, were I to finish this new piece, 
of having it published in my life-time. 
The success of a writer's work is better 
insured, when the world knows they can 
be troubled with no more of his. 

I repeat, that you must tell me what 
you would have done. And why will you 
not? I am a very irregular writer: can 
form no plan ; nor write after what I have 
preconceived. Many of my friends won- 
der at this : but so it is. I have not 
therefore that encouragement to proceed, 
that those have, who, forming an agreeable 
plan, write within its circle, and go on 
step by step with delight, knowing what 
they drive at. Execution is all they have 
to concern themselves about, having the 
approbation of their friends of their plan, 
and perhaps helped by those friends to 
incidents or enlargements But I often 
compare myself to a poor old woman, 
who, having no bellows, lays herself down 

on 
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on lier hearth, and with her mouth en* 
deavours to blow up into a faint blaze a 
little handful of sticks, half green, half 
dry, in order to warm a mess of pottage, 
that, after all her pains, hardly keeps life 
and ^oul together. This stick lights, that 
goes out ; and she is often obliged to have 
recourse to her farthing candle, blinking 
in its shove-up socket ; the lighter up of a 
week's fires. Excellent housewife, from 
poverty ! 

And do not you think, Madam, that 
invention, execution, expression, are too 
much to be left to the moment ? And 
will you refuse me the help of your 
waxen taper, when my candle is just 
burnt out ? 

But have I stept over any of your 
Ladyship's paragraphs, in my last, that 
you expected me to observe upon ? — 
Pray, Madam, let me know which they 
are. 

Did your Ladyship ever hear of the girl's 

contrivance 
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contrivance who could write only the let- 
ter /, to let her lover know that she con- 
sented to be his ; they living at a distance 
from each other* 

The young fellow had long courted her, 
both in person and by letter* He made 
the parson of his town acquainted with his 
passion ; who, knowing them to be an ho- 
nest pair, wished to see them coupled. 
After the great uncertainty she had kept 
him at, he writes a letter, requiring her, 
as for the last time of asking, to answer, 
whether she would, or would not, have 
him ; and this by his friend the parson's 
advice. But how was he offended and 
surprised, when he found returned a blank 
paper, folded up as a letter, inclosing only 
a bit of wool. He hastened with indigna- 
tion, supposing himself mocked, to his 
friend the parson ; vowing that he would 
have no more to say to her : when the 
parson, looking narrowly into the letter, 
found written the letter /; and, putting the 

wool 
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wool to it, made / wool : bad orthography, 
but not worse than some write for / will. 
And the young fellow was pacified ; and, 
marrying soon after, had reason to rejoice 
in this instance of his mistress's invention. 
Now, Madam, I expect, that you will 
make great use of this instance, in opposi- 
tion to Balzac's notions against the neces- 
sity for women's learning. But I love some- 
times to furnish argum^ts against myself. ' 
To say truth, I never can esteem your au- 
thor for the passage you have quoted from 
him. It is, I will venture to say, a rash, 
a silly, an unjust passage in him ; and 
written in the security of a man's heart, 
who thought he might write any thing. 
I am no enemy to the distaff; but the wo- 
man who writes a book, breaks not there- 
by the rank she holds in the world. The 
pen is almost as pretty an implement in a 
woman's fingers, as a needle. He might 
have said, of a Thalestris armed with a 
spear, and falchion, and equipped with a 

breast- 
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breast-plate, helmet, and shield, that she 
transformed her soul by a masculine dis- 
guise ; but were I to chuse the attitude that 
I would have one of the dearest of my 
lady- correspondents drawn in, it should 
be with a pen in her hand, in the act of 
M'riting, and I know to whom. Madame 
Sevigne, Madame Dacier, the Marchioness 
of Lambert, three of that writer's coun- 
trywomen, wrote more to the purpose a 
great deal than Balzac. 

I am at present engaged with a most ad- 
mirable young lady of little more than 
twenty, MissMulso, on the subject of pa- 
ternal authority, and filial obedience, 
grounded on Clarissa's duty to her perse- 
cuting parents and on her dread of her 
gloomy father's curse. Miss Mulso is a 
charming writer, and an excellent child to 
an indulgent father ; as affectionate a sis- 
ter to three worthy brothers. No mother ; 
but had one so worthy, so sensible, that 
she was to her a great part of the improve- 

VOL. VI. G ment 
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ment her fine talents have received. Your 
Ladyship will be charmed with her part of 
the subject I have been voluminous in 
my part ; you know what a prolix writer I 
am. When I love my correspondents, I 
write treatises, you know. Madam, rather 
than letters. What care I for .that, if I 
can but whet, but stimulate ladies, to shew 
what they are able to do, and how fit they 
are to be intellectual, as well as domestic, 
companions to men of the best sense ! The 
men are hastening apace, dwindling into 
index, into common-place, into dictionary 
learning. The ladies, in time, will tell 
them, what is in the works themselves — 
only taking care, as I hope, not to neglect 
their domestic, duties ; since, in that case, 
they would '' lose more credit by what 
tliey forego, than they would get by what 
they acquire." 

When Miss Mulsoand I have got through 
our debate, I shall long to have your Lady- 
ship s opinion of it. How, dear Madam, 

should 
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should I teaze you with my stuff, were I 
near you ! especially now that you have 
told me, that you can make time. Would 
to Heaven that I could do so too ! — but 
I have been lost to my own wishes, till 
within these tliree yearsi ! — and now am 
fallen into the evil days of indifferent 
health, and nerves so bad, that my body 
and mind pull different ways, and so tear 
me between them ! — but no more of that. 
Your^s, &c. 

S. Richardson. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

JnLHy Sir, I often think, and as often am 
mortified, at the foUqwing words : *' Her 
delicate and even mind is seen in the very 
cut of her letters." What occasion was 
G 2 there 
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there to say that ? — However, I have 
this coiDfort, that I think I know some 
uneven minds, that cut very even letters; 
and I would flatter myself that the con* 
trary may sometimes happen, though I 
must acknowledge, when I learned to cut 
letters, no mind upon earth could be more 
uneven. 

I must not pass unnoticed your sting* 
Ing reflection upon my native and favour- 
ite county. My unkind correspondent ! 
How could you — So, for fear of extend* 
ing the reflection upon the whole sex, 
poor Lancashire is chosen out for a mark 
of infamy. I think I am a little inclined 
to be angry, — Not that I dare forswear 
the charge ; but, methinks, I would ra- 
ther give each county its share. I 
verily believe I may as honestly do it, as 
lay the whole upon this only : So, sex, by 
your leave, I must prefer justice rather 
than partiality. I am not so well ac- 
quainted with other counties, but I hear- 
tily 
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tily wish they may be better; but I sus- 
pect the vulgar are pretty much the same 
every where. I believe there are not 
many coquets, but what would fail in 
the trial. This is not a reflection upon the 
sex, Sir, but upon their education, I am 
sorry I cannot say more for our women ; 
but I will say for our men what, I believe, 
cannot be said for the men of every coun- 
ty, and that is, if a woman does fail in the 
trial, and the consequence appear, the man, 
who seduced her, seldom or ever refuses 
marrying her. A poor ignorant, that I 
was lecturing after a slip of this kind, said, 
•* to be sure she had been faulty ; but, 
she thanked God, Thomas had made her 
an honest woman ; and, if / would for- 
give her, she had nothing now to answer 
for." The extreme simplicity of her words 
turned all my anger to compassion : I 
made her sensible whose forgiveness she 
ought to seek for, gave her a good book, 
and sent her to preach to Thomas. 

G 3 You 
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You will not give me leave to apologize 
for the length of my letters. I have been 
the longer in sending this, because you 
said you were behind-hand with all your 
correspondencies ; and it is but fair and 
just to give you time to do by others, as 
I wish you would do to me : not but I 
have had some difficulty in prevailing with 
myself to forbear making, sooner, an in- 
quiry, concerning which I am very an- 
xious — I need not say it is that of your 
health, which is very sincerely prayed for 
by, Sir, 

Your obliged and 

faithful humble servant, 

D. Bradshaigh* 

You will receive this a post later than I 
intended, having been prevented finishing 
it by company ; of which I have had my 
house full : amongst the rest, Mrs. Palmer, 
my sister Echlin's only child, and a fa- 
vourite niece of mine. She is well acquain- 
ted 
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ted with the sad story related to you ia 
my two last, which appeared in such dif- 
ferent lights ; and she confirms it, in dis- 
favour of the lady. The wicked mother, 
it seems, had proof of the ill conduct of 
her wicked daughter, which made her so 
solicitous to marry her to this unfortunate 
gentleman, whom she did not attempt to 
poison, but offered to bribe a servant to 
swear that fact against her, in order to ob- 
tain her desire of parting with him, which 
she could not obtain by her extravagance, 
nor by transgressing all the rules of virtue 
and modesty in a most dissolute and pub- 
lic manner : which facts were commonly 
known, and undeniable; and prove her 
still a more perfect brute than I thougjht 
her. 



g4 to 
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TO LADY BRAD&HAIGH* 

North-End, Dec. 26, 1751. 

-Ejver oblignig Lady Bradshaigh ! And 
was it, could it be, five weeks, almost 
six, before I paid my duty to my dearest 
correspondent ? — How proud do you 
make me by your reproaches ! You tell 
me you are angry with me ! the first time 
I have been able to make you 30^ — Yet> 
sweet bee of Hybla ! how you sting, when 
you tell me, that you suppose I would 
make no excuses for my long silence, be- 
cause I would not allow of white fibs in 
myself ! — O my Lady ! how could you> 
and in the same sentence in which you 
were gracious ? — but how can I cry out, 
though hurt, when 1 revolve the friendly, 
the condescending, the indulgent motive ? 
You have seen in the papers, I suppose, 

that 
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that our friend is married ; may he be hap- 
py ! most cordially I wish for it. Not only 
because he is our friend, but because he is 
our fellow-crejtture. " Much depends 
upon the lady ; and common sense will 
not be sufficient to make him so. — She 
must have sense enough to make him see, 
that she thinks him her superior in sense," 
as you once told me. Proud mortal ! 
and vain ! — And cannot he be content 
with the greater pride, as a man of sense 
would think it, to call a richer jewel than 
he had before, his, while he is all his own ! 
— But, such is the nature of woman, if 
she be not a vixen indeed, that if the man 
sets out right with her ; if he lets her early 
know that he is her lord, and that she is 
but his vassal ; and that he has a stronger 
sense of his prerogative than of her merit 
and beauty ; she will succumb i and, after 
a few struggles, a few tears, will make him 
a more humble, a more passive wife, for 
his insolent bravery, and high opinion of 
G 5 himself. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ISO MR. RICHARDSON 

himself* I am sorry to say it, but I have 
too often observed, that fear, as well a» 
love, is necessary, on the lady's part, to 
make wedlock happy ; and it will general- 
ly do it, if the man sets out with asserting 
his power and her dependence. And now 
will your Ladyship rise upon me ! I ex- 
pect it. And yet you have yourself al- 
lowed the case to be thus, with regard to 
this husband and his wife. 

The struggle would be only at first: 
and if a man would be obstinate, a woman 
would be convinced, or seem to be so, and 
very possibly think the man more a man 
for his tyranny, and value herself when he 
condescended to praise, or smtle upon 
her. 

I have as good a wife as man need to 
wish for. I believe your Ladyship thinks 
so. — Yet — shall I say, O Madam ! women 
love not King Logs ! —The dear creature, 
without intending contradiction, is a mis- 
tress of it. She is so good as to think 

me. 
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me, among men, a tolerably sensible one ;- 
but that is only in general ; for, if we come 
to particulars, she will always put me right, 
by the superiority of her own understand- 
ing. But I am even with her very often. 
And how, do you ask, Madam ? why, 
by giving up my will to her's ; and then 
the honest soul is puzzled what (in a 
doubtful case) to resolve upon. And, in 
mere pity to her puzzlings, I have let her 
know my wishes ; and then, at once, she 
resolves, by doing the very contrary to 
what she thinks them to be. And here, 
again, I am now and then, but not often, 
too hard for her. — And how ? — You 
guess, my Lady. — Need I say, that it is 
by proposing the very contrary to what I 
wish ;^-but so much for King Log and his 
frog. How apt are we to bring in our 
own feelings, by head and shoulders, as the 
saying is, when we are led to it by cases 
either similar or opposite to our own ! 
But one word more of the gentleman, 

if 
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if you please. He may already, if not con-^ 
foundedly tired of beauty (sameness is a 
confounded thing to a lover of variety) 
be growing prudent: since, I am told, that 
he begins to think of retiring somewhere, 
in order to save expense. 

I was sure your Ladyship would be 
pleased with the generosity of my hero, as 
shewn in the two letters I sent you. You 
blame me for not thinking of publishing 
in my life-time. You deny me assistance ; 
you depend upon the poor old woman's 
blinking light ; yet I wish I had had the 
flash of your torch to light me. If, in 
boisterous weather, a flambeau will not 
stand it, what can a rush-light do ? 

Your Ladyship asks me if I would pub- 
lish, if my writing ladies would give me 
each a letter ? Remember, say you^ " that 
we have you in our power." Well, Ma- 
dam ! then you will allow me to stop till 
you do. 

Tell you sincerely, which do I think, 

upon 
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upon the whole, men or women, have the 
greatest triala of patience, and which 
bears them the best ? You mean, you say, 
from one sex to the other 6nly? — What 
a question is here. Which ? why women, 
to be sure. Man is an animal that must 
bustle in the world, go abroad, converse, 
fight battles, encounter other dangers of 
seas, winds, and I know not what, in or- 
der to protect, provide for, maintain, in 
ease and plenty, women. Bravery, anger, 
fierceness, occasionally, are made familiar 
to them. They buffet, and are buffeted 
by the world ; are impatient and uncon- 
trolable. They talk of honour, and run 
their heads against stone walls, to make 
good their pretensions to it; and often 
quarrel with one another, and fight duels, 
upon any other silly thing that happens to 
raise their choler ; with their shadows, if 
you please. 

While women are meek, passive, good 
creatures, who, used to stay at home, set 

their 
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their maids at work, and, formerly th^m^^ 
selves — get their houses ia order, to re- 
ceive, comfort, obhge, give joy to, their 
fierce, fighting, busthng, active protec- 
tors, providers, maintainers — divert hint 
Avith pretty pug s tricks, tell him soft tales 
of love, and of who and who's together, 
and what has been done in his absence — 
bring to him little master, so hke his own 
dear papa, and little pretty miss, a soft, 
sweet, smiling soul, with her sampler in 
her hand, so like what her meek mamma 
was at her years ! And with these dif- 
ferences in education, nature, employments, 
your Ladyship asks, whether the man or 
the woman bears more from each other ? 
Has the more patience ? Dearest lady ! 
how can you be so severe upon your own 
sex, yet seem to persuade yourself that 
you are defending them ? 

What you say of a lover's pressing his 
mistress to a declaration of her love for 
him, is sweetly pretty, and very just; but, 

let 
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let a man press as he will, if the lady an- 
swers him rather by her obliging manners 
than in words, she will leave herself some- 
thing to declare, and she will find herself 
rather more than less respected for it : 
such is the nature of man! — A man 
hardly ever presumes to press a lady to 
make this declaration, but when he thinks 
himself sure of her. He urges her, there- 
fore, to add to his own consequence ; and 
hopes to quit scores with her, when he 
return^ love for love, and favour for fa- 
vour : and thus " draws the tender-heart- 
ed soul to professions which she is often 
upbraided for all her life after," says your 
Ladyship. But these must be the most 
ungenerous of men. All I would suppose, 
is, that pride and triumph is the meaning 
of the urgency for a declaration which 
pride and triumph make a man think un- 
necessary ; and perhaps to know how far 
he may go, and be within allowed com- 
pass. A woman, who is brought to own 

her 
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her love to the man, must act accordingly- 
towards him ; must be more indulgent to 
him ; must, in a word, abate of her own 
significance, and add to his. And have 
you never seen a man strut upon the oc- 
casion, and how tame and bashful a wo- 
man looks after she has submitted to make 
the acknowledgement ? Tlie behaviour of 
each to the other, upon it and after it, 
justifies the caution to the sex, which I 
would never have a woman forget — al- 
ways to leave to herself the power of 
granting something ; yet her denials may 
be so managed as to be more attractive 
than her compliances. Women, Lovelace 
says, and he pretends to know them, are 
fond of ardours ; but there is an end of 
them when a lover is secure. He can then 
look about him, and be occasionally, if 
not indifferent, unpunctual, and delight 
in being missed, expected, and called to 
tender account, for his careless absences ; 
and he will be less and less solicitous about 

givmg 
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giving good reasons for them, as she is 
more and more desirous of his company. 
Poor fool } he has brought her to o>»^n 
that she loves him : and will she not bear 
with the man she loves ? She, herself, as 
I have observed, will think she must act 
consistently with her declaration ; and he 
will plead that declaration in his favour, 
let his neglects or slights be what they 
will 

Your's, &c. 

S. RlCHARDSOUt 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

Jamtary 3, 175^. 

X HOPE I shall never be more angry with 
my valuable correspondent than I appear- 
ed to be in my last letter, though you 

love 
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love to make me angry, and you know 
how vindictive a heart I have ; therefore 
do not provoke me too far. Remember, 
a woman is never behind-hand in revenge ; 
and how do you think I mean to complete 
it ? even by keeping my temper. If that 
does not vex you, I know nothing that 
will 

You ask, " how could I sting, and be 
80 gracious in the same sentence ?*' Why, 
because I expected something in answer 
that would please me, and I was not dis- 
appointed. May I never want a sting to 
draw such honey from your pen. 

Can I, do I, " engage your delight with 
your attention?" May I ever do so; and, 
I will take upon me to say, I shall never 
owe you a grain on that score. 

Do you really think, Sir, that "prero- 
gative from j^our sex to ours, early exert- 
ed in the married state, will sink most 
women into mere humble passive wives ?" 
JJow is this, " if he sets out right?"— 

Right ! 
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Right ! right I do you call it ? Much de- 
pends upon the various tempers on both 
sides. Without being a vixen, indeed, a 
woman may behave with dignity, and yet 
with duty, and, at the same time, despise 
the man who is mean enough to remind 
her of his prerogative, and that she is his 

vas — What is the ugly \\;ord? — I 

do not understand it. — Why will you 
write Greek to the unlearned ? And ig- 
norant I may remain; for the man whose 
happy wife I am, as he never has explain- 
ed it, would not willingly do it, were 
I to ask him. Insolent bravery, however, 
is plain English, and very properly ap- 
phed. You have '^ too often observed 
(too often, indeed, if ever) that fear as 
well as love is necessary, on the lady's 
part, to make wedlock happy," I deny 
not that you may have observed, that a 
man, by setting out right or wrong, by 
insolent bravery, and a high opinion of 
himself, may make fear necessary; never- 
theless, 
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theless, it is a necessity of his own creating, 
and not from the nature of woman. 

What would have become of me, had 
I married a man who would have endea- 
voured to lay me under that necessity ? 
jEndeavoured, I say ; for the bravest, and 
the most insolent of your insolent sex^ 
could never have brought me to it. I am 
^uch a vixen, that, if I loved my hus» 
band, I could not fear him. A governor, 
a parent, a master, I could love, fear, 
and honour, at the same time ; but to my 
husband, myself, I must be all love, no 
mixture of fear; certain hatred would 
attend it. 

How can it be said, what would be the 
way with most women ? Where there are 
variety of tempers, there ought to be, and 
you have the power to use, variety of me- 
thods. But prerogative is the word, and 
insolence the tnotive ; whilst we have no 
choice ; submission, submisssion for ever, 
or we are vixens, perverse opposers, rebels 

to 
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to our sovereigns, to our tyrants — too 
often synonimous terms. And yet, I will 
so far allow your observation, that some 
of us do seem to submit with pleasure to 
these sovereigns : but then, in my way of 
thinking, it must be a submission of love, 
to be called happy in the least degree ; not 
a dispirited fear, like a* - " What is the 
meaning of that Greek word r I have a 
notion it is something like servitude : O, 
aye : ' Love, serve, honour, and obey.' No 
fear, though, is mentioned ^ thank God, 
for that ; since, if there had, I should cer- 
tainly have broke my marriage vow, one 
way or the othen There is something of 
chaste conversation coupled with fear, but 
it is no commands 

Surely, no woman of common sens6 
could be *^ convinced the sooner^ for a 
man's obstinacy*' in using her ill; or think 
him " more a man " for being a tyranU 
A fool, a brute, may be a tyrant ; and, if a 
^ woman is not of the same silly stamp, she 

must 
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must despise him, however he may have 
brought her to a seeming easiness. We 
have nothing else for it, when a man is 
resolved. But then you cannot call it 
making wedlock happy : hell, indeed, Sir; 
this world's hell, I call it. There are, who 
expect their wives to love, serve, honour, 
and obey, only because they have Vowed 
so to do ; but what men are they ? And 
what woman could value such from her 
heart, or be happy with such a man ? — 
When love is reciprocal, sweet is the bond- 
age, and easy the joke; where that is, 
nothing is wanting ; for ever banished be 
fear, the bane of happiness in every shape; 
at least with one of my temper. We may 
be fond of power, and it is often our own 
fault that we have not enough of it : a 
woman that can seem to despise it, may 
have it to satiety. And what does this 
argue ? You perverse souls, what does it 
argue ? 

I do believe, Sir, you have as good a 

wife 
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wife as any man " need to wish for ; " and 
yet — What would you say? Nay, you 
have said. I will tell, I am resolved. Mrs. 
R n, he says you are a mistress of con- 
tradiction. In close argument, you give 
him to understand that you think your 
judgement superior ; that, when you have 
brought him to declare his wishes, you at 
once resolve to act directly opposite. Are 
these things so ? Positively, they are not. 
I cannot believe it, indeed, Sir. I am very 
sure you would not utter a falsehood, 
black or white ; nevertheless, I cannot be- 
lieve it. There is some misconstruction ; 
some words, or tone of voice, wrong un- 
derstood ; mistakes on one side or the 
other : but, in short, she appears to me 
grossly abused. And yet that cannot be, 
by the man in whom is no abuse. I know 
not how to behave between you ; if I take 
her part, she will quarrel with me, I am 
sure ; and if I take your's, so will you too. 
The third person in matrimonial disputes 

alwaj^s 
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always conies off the worst. So God bless 
you both ! and I advise you to go on in 
the same Avay, lest you should change for 
the worse. 

Have you but noxv found out the way 
to make me an advocate for my sex? You 
forget, Sir, the same thing has haj)pened 
before. I believe we have both owned that 
Ave love a little contradiction, as a spur to 
each other. So I am not only like ''my 
M^ife," but like my wife's husband. In 
short, and seriously> we are all like one 
another, in some degree : — if faults we 
have, we had them from you. I knew a 
gentleman, Avho, when he Avas speaking of 
any one m4io had the misfortune to be 
born of Avicked parents, always said, '' I 
have no opinion of him ; he is made of 
bad stuff." And this puts me in mind of 
our original, the rib, the rib I And there's 
a bojie for you to pick ! Pardon the pun, 
and pertness. 

No, Sir, I cannot hope that what 1 have 

said 



I 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



"Wtitii MR. RICHARDSON. !45 

«aiil will amount to a proof of women's 
superiority, in goodness, to men ; any 
more than I hope for an acknowledgement 
of it without a proof. Nevertheless, as 
you have more power, and do very often 
«tbuse that power, we, without doubt, have 
more to bear from you, than you from us. 
Without doubt, I say ; because you can- 
tiot make me believe otherwise. 

And have I, do you think, '^ been severe 
upon my own sex, yet seem to persuade 
myself that I was defending them ? " 

What a blundering brain have I ! For 
ever producing dirt to be thrown in my 
own face ! Though, please to hold your 
band a little, for I am not yet sensible of 
what you accuse me. If any being but 
man could speak, I would allow that being 
to talk of women's consciences. 

I once had some small acquaintance 
with Lord Orrery, at the timo when he 
was in disgrace with his father, his doat- 
ing father, as you gently term him -^ for 

vot. VK H he 
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he had not so just an excuse as dotage, 
for his behaviour to his son. ^ 

Your s failhfuHy, 

D. Bradshaigh. 



TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

North-End, Feb. 23, 1752. 

JL KNEW that I should provoke my dear 
correspondent, by what I wrote of men's 
setting out right in the maniage warfare ; 
of governing by fear; of prerogative early 
exerted ; and such like strange assertions. 
But, in the first place, you will be pleased 
to recollect to whom all this jargon is 
owing. Is it not to Lady B. herself? Look 
back. Madam, for the occasion, which was 

our friend 's nuptials : and what U 

passive, tame soul, you supposed his wife 
must be, if she wished to be happy. On 

this, 
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this, my indignation arose against tyrants} 
and I gave it as my opiniot, that such 
>vould be much moi*e likely to be observed, 
tlian the kind, good-natured husband, who 
made it his study to oblige his wife : and 
eqgry, very angry, was I, against such of 
the sex, as would, either way, give reasoa 
for the observation. Had I not been a? 
lov^r of your wayward sex, I should not 
have been so warm against them as you 
take it I was* 

Your Ladyship very happily expresses 
yourself, when you say, ** a governor, a 
parent, a master, I could love, fear, and 
honour, at the same time ; but, to my hus- 
band, myself, I must be all Jove, no mix- 
ture of fear ; Certain hatred would attend 
it." A husband was formerly thought a 
governor ; you have heard or read that he 
was called master: he is dearer than a 
parent, and nearer too. Be pleased to 
tell me, Madam, why fear should mingle 
with your love to an indulgent parent, 
H S and 
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and procjuce hatred to a husband ? Will 
you be pleased to shew me in what the 
t\vo sorts of fear, if two sorts there be, 
differ ? As to the words myself, my hus- 
band, myself, they have a pretty sound 
Avith them; but they will be found very 
separable words. In short, that the so- 
lemn office that has made them one flesh, 
has not been able, even in very material 
cases, to make them one spirit; and, when 
they differ, if there be not a fear of of- 
fending, God help them ! God help the 
myself ! 

** While they behold their chaste con- 
versation, coupled with fear." That text 
had like to have overturned all your 
Ladyship's reasoning ; and how came you 
off? Prettily enough; because you were 
resolved to come off, and could easily con- 
vince yourself. It is no command, say 
you. But, Madam, it is almost as bad 
for your argument, for it is a supposed 
uflqucstionable duty : yet I plead not for 

fear* 
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fear. My maxim is love, all love ; and 
yet, when a woman is tised to it, she ex- 
pects it, and so considers it not either as 
a rarity or an obligation. The man is a 
quiet, good-natured creature, and loves 
his peace, and so is loving for his own 
sake. Strange humility that, which will 
make a woman think that she can re- 
pay the obligation by her acceptance of 
it ! One thing, however. Madam, let me 
tell you, that, in all our arguments of this 
nature, I will not allow you to look at 
home, and determine by yourself. You 
can know nothing of the world, nor of 
the argument, if you fonn your conclu- 
sions upon the conduct of a single pair. 

And when I have mentioned my wife 
and her myself^ it is not that I would re- 
flect upon her, as either designing to be 
contradictory, or as being unusually so. 
No, Madam, she falls into it naturally, 
as I may say, and as if she could not help 
it And as her myself always prefaces his 
H 3 requests 
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requests as if he would take her compli- 
ances as favours, he often finds it is but 
asking for a denial ; and why ? Because 
she would demonstrate, that she has as 
great an aversion to the word fear as the 
best of her sex ; and hesitates not to op- 
pose, as an argument of l^er fortitude and 
independence of will. But what will you, 
who are so vehement against the word and 
thing, fear, say, if I should assert, that 
there cannot be love without fear ! You 
say* you could fear a parent, yet honour 
and love that parent ; I would rather, mc- 
thinks, be the father than the husband of 
the woman, who could not fear me with 
the same sort of fear that she could shew 
to a fond and indulgent parent. And 
there, to return your Ladyship^s words^ 
is a bone for you to pick ! 

I do not perfectly understand you, 
Madam, in the following sentence : " We 
may be fond of power ; and it is often 
our own fault that we have not enough of 
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It, A woman that can seem to despise it, 
may have it to satiety. And Avhat docs 
this argue? You perverse soub, what 
does it argue ? " 

Again, your Ladyship is k little unin- 
telligible : — " If faults we have (as if 
you made a question of it, Madam ! ) we 
have them from you. — And this, puts me 
in mind of our original : the rib, the rib." 
I thought it was Eve that gave the man 
the apple. I have not my Bible at hand : 
and I think I remember some such words 
as these of an apostle : *^ Adam was not 
deceived ; but the woman, being deceived, 
vfSLS in the transgression." — " You have 
more to bear from us, you say, than We 
have from you." — To this I wrote largely 
in my last. 

You have not, Madam, a blundering 
brain : and I hope I have not thrown dirt 
in my correspondent's face. 

Your Ladyship dares me to stop in my 

<iew work ! You give .me leave to stop. 

H 4 Your 
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Your challenge, perhaps, comes in a cri- 
tical trme; for I am at a part, that it 
is four chances to one I shall not be 
able to get over. You cannot imagine 
how many difficult situations I have invol- 
ved myself in. Entanglement, and extri-> 
cation, and re-entanglement, have suc- 
ceeded each other, as the day the night ; 
and now the few friends who have seen 
what I have written, doubt not hut I am, 
stuck fast. And, indeed, I think so my^ 
self. 

I have read through Lord Orrery's His- 
tory of Swift I greatly like it. I had 
the pleasure of telling my Lord himself so, 
in Mr, Millar's shop, and of thanking hinx 
for the pleasure he had given me. He re- 
turned the compliment, in relation to Cl^- 
jissa ; and, having heard of my new design, 
was inquisitive about it. Though my 
Lord is really in his person and behaviour, 
as well as in his writings, an amiable man, 
I join Avith your Ladyship most cordially 

ia 
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in all you say of the author, of the Dean, 
and of the Dean's savage behaviour to his 
unhappy wife, and Vanessa ; as it is of a 
piece with all those of his writings, in 
which he endeavours to debase the human, 
and to raise above it the brutal nature. 
I cannot think so hardly as some do of 
Lord Orrery's observation ; that the fear- 
ful deprivation, which reduced him to a 
state beneath that of the merest animal, 
;ieemed to be a punishment that liad terri- 
ble justice in it 

Why will you so ungratefully depreci- 
ate a pen and a judgement that every one, 
to whom I have read detached parts of 
your favours to me, admires ? Take care. 
Madam, how you make light of talents^ 
of which, while you think meanly, you 
are not likely to be duly thankful for. 
Your judgement of the works you have 
remarked upon are, by all who have 
heard me read "them, thought admirable ; 
u S and 
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and shew a heart, as well as a head; for 
which you cannot be too grateful. 

I have not been able to read any more 
than the first volume of Amelia. Poor 
Fielding ! I could not help telling his sis-' 
ter, that I was equally surprised at and 
concerned for his continued lowness. Had 
your brother, said I, been born in a stable^ 
or been a runner at a sponging-house, we 
should have thought him a genius, and 
wished he had had the advantage of a 
liberal education, and of being admitted 
into good company ; but it is beyond my 
conception, that a man of family, and 
M^ho had some learning, and who really 
is a writer, should descend so excessively 
low, in all his pieces. \yho can care for 
any of his people ? A person of honour 
asked me, the other day, what he could 
mean, by saying, in his Covent Garden 
Journal, that he had followed Homer an4. 
Virgil, in his Amelia. I answered, that he 

was 
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Was justified in saying so, because he must 
meaa Cotton's Virgil Travestied; where 
the women are drabs, and the men scoun- 
drels, 

Your's faithfully, 

S. Richardson,. 



Uro MR. RICHARDSON. 
DEAR SIR, 

X CONCEIVE I a:m not singular in my no- 
tion ; and, whether I am right or wrong,, 
with regard to others, I do repeat, (such 
is my temper,) that if I love my husband, 
1 cannot fear him ; that is, I cannot be 
afraid of him. I know not whether that 
i« not something different from what you 
n^an by fear. 

Vour maxim is, " all love ;" and yet say 

you, 
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you, '* ^vhen a H^oinan is used to it, she 
expects it, (why should she not?) and s* 
considers it not as a rarity, ot an obliga* 
tion." Tliose who are fondest of rarities^ 
I believe, would scarcely, like their hus* 
Land's love the better for being so. And 
the obligation is none, not the least, pro- 
vided the wife loves, which I have all 
along supposed. 

Every one has his own way of thinkings 
I thank God,. I know a man who differs 
from you ; one who would not wish to 
have any fear mingled with love. But yet, 
Sir^ to let you see how great a (deference 
I ;|)ay to your judgement, if you assert 
that there cannot be love without fear^ I 
Mf}}l allow that I may have that fear which 
5$ necessary to love, though I am not sen- 
sible of it. * It appears to me disguised^ 
that is all. :;* 

You said, we were " dear lovers o9 
power." I did not deny it, and I thought 

it 
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it aur own fault that we had not enough 
ofit. 

That fault is^ letting you see we are 
fond of it; for which reason, such is your 
pride, you will aot aUow us any, if you 
can help it. 

Why,, we have faults^ I make no question 
of it ; how should we be faultless, consi- 
dering our original ? Was not woman^ 
made of man? from whence then our 
faults ? You Knew well enough what X 
meant by the rib^ 

I am glad. Si r,.you: agree with me in ad- 
miring Lofd Orrery's Swift, because, ins 
that agreement, I tliink myself justified^ 
and have processed myself his advocate;, 
but, since I wrote to you, a most inveterate 
outcry has. run, like wiJdfire, against him.;, 
and I am sometimes fool enough* to think. 
I can stop it, but, alas !' tbe small sprink- 
ling of water, I endeavour to throw upon 
the flame, onl^^ makes it burn witlt greater 
fiiry- 

1 
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I hear (how true I know not) that 
there is an answer preparing, by one of 
the female senate. 

Pray give me leave to ask your real 
opinion ; do 3'ou think my Lord has been 
guilty of a breach of friendship ? if it was 
a strict friendship, I am almost afraid of 
your answer ; if only what is commonly 
called so, from their being agreeable com- 
panions to each other, without any pro- 
fessions, I hope he may come off, upon 
trial. 

I told you, in my last, that 1 had not a 
better opinion of the Dean, from what my 
Lord has said of him ; but, upon reading it 
a second time, I think there are but few, if 
aay more, faults laid open, than what were 
before lai.d open, even in his own words. 
And I find many virtues disclosed, ivhich 
were concealed, at least to a great part of 
the world. 

I have a great mind to Tcnow, and I 
dare say you can satisfy me, what the 

Doctors 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WITH MR, RICHARBBON. 15$ 

Doctors Young and Delany s^y, who I 
think were both friends to the Dean. If 
they and you acquit him, I will never give 
him up ; and if he is not so acquitted, I 
must still admire his writing ; nay, I am 
afraid I cannot wish he had not written 
what perhaps he may be justly censured 
for ; the Candid Appeal I think will not 
hurt him much. 

I was lately desired, by a friend, to read 
the small volume, called Pompey the Little^ 
and I begun it without hoping for much 
€ntertaittmentj but was agreeably surpri- 
sed ; for, in my humble opinion, it is both 
well designed and well executed* 

Cicero I must like, with all his faults^ 
I am sure he had a well-meaning hearty 
and, doubtless, he is beyond descrip4ion 
entertaining. Adieu. 

Your's, &c. 

D* Bradshaigh. 



TO 
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TO tADT BRADSUAIGH. 

A, SENTIMENT, my dear and good Lady 
Bradshaigh, may not be absolutely unex- 
ceptionable, and yet be very happily ex- 
pressed. My meaning and my words 
agreed, when I wrote, that you very hap- 
pily expressed yourself on. the subject of 
love and fear, as^ applicable to a parent 
and a husband*. 

But you are at a loss how to make me 
understand you as to the two sorts of fear 
which you want to distinguish, the one to 
a parent, the other to a husband. Awe,- 
the word awe, is happily thought of by 
your Ladyship. *' Are we not bred up 
with awe to a parent? you ask. Certainly,, 
say you ; and it is often created by our 
being sensible wc are liable to be correct- 
ed'^ 
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eel/' So, Madam, a wife, (and who is per- 
fect? who wants not some correction?) 
having no apprehension of being correct^ 
ed, of being chidden, therefore, cannot 
fear her husband, as Mhen a child she 
could a parent! You have most charm- 
ingly strengthened my argument : I thank 
you, Madam, Did I not say, that amix* 
ture of fear with the love was necessary 
to make an obliging wife ? And do you 
not hintj that, if the wife had the same 
motive for it as the child had, fear of re- 
buke, of cliastisement, of correction, (by 
w^hich I mean not stripes, you may be 
sure — indulgent parents maintain not their 
authority by stripes,) the husband might 
be entitled to the same kind of awe that 
the parent was ; and it would be no dis-. 
credit to the grown-up wonian, the wife, 
to be as much afraid of offending a kind, 
a good husband, as, when a child, she was 
of offending a kind, an indulgent parent? 
I was not wron^, therefore, I think, when 

I 
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I asked your Ladyship why fear should 
mingle with your love of an indulgent 
parent, (for that was the parent I meant, 
and not the severe one,) and produce 
hatred to a husband? You will answer 
me as above. Your Ladyship knows your 
answer. The wife has no appreheimou of 
being corrected ; if chidden, she can chide 
again. Nor, as your Ladyship seems to 
have proved, was 1 much out of the way, 
when I observed, from what your Lady- 
ship said of the temper of your tlien late- 
ly-married friend, though I said it with 
indignation against such tyrant husbands, 
that such would be much more likely to 
be observed, than the kind, good-natured 
man, who made it his study to oblige his 
wife. Upon the whole, if your Ladyship 
will give me leave, I will assert, that there 
hardly can be love without fear — fear of 
offending. And I repeat, *^ that I would 
rather be the father than the husband of 
the woman who could not fear nfe with 

the 
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the same sort of fear that she could shew 
to a fond and indulgent parent." Why, 
Madam, I can, on the same motives, fear 
my wife : but, I am not sure, good crea- 
ture, good wife, as she really is, that I 
have shewn my prudence in letting her see 
my fear. 

. But you say that the woman is under 
no obligation to her husband for his love, 
provided she loves. With all my heart. 
Madam ; I will not make distinctions ; I 
will not say that there is a merit in the 
man's love to a single object, on a suppo- 
sition that the law of nature discourages 
not polygamy, and that the law of God 
no where in his word condemns it. No, 
I will not ; because the law of his country 
ought to determine him. Why, why, 
would your Ladyship throw out bones for 
so spiteful, so vengeful, a man to pickf 
But may I not ask, that, if the man who 
loves, loves for his own sake, whether the 
woman who loves, loves not also the man 

chiefly 
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chiefly for her's ? Yes, says your Lady*- 
ship, methinks ; and so the obhgation is 
equal : so be it. 

Want of perspicuity is not by any means 
the fault of your Ladyship's writing : yet 
1 really did not take your meaning in the 
passage relating to the power that women 
might have if they sought it I meant 
not in that place to provoke you, dearly 
as I sometimes love to try to make you 
angry with me, which yet I never could 
do, though I have very, very often, de- 
served your anger. Thus you explain 
yourself; 

" You said, we were dear lovers of 
power. I did not deny it; and I 
thought it our own fault that we had not 
enough of it." And have not your sex 
here in England enough of it ? That 
feult is letting you see we are fond of it. 
Bless me, Madam, should we not feel it,/ 
if we did not see it ? ^^ For which reason,, 
sudi is your pride, you will not allow us 

any, 
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any, if you can help it," adds your Lady-* 
ship. If we can help it ! that is power 
with a vengeance, which a wife exerts^ 
and a husband cannot help himself. 

*' Again unintelligible, says your Lady* 
ship ! Fie upon you. Why we have fault*, 
I made no question of it How should 
w^e be faultless, considering our original ? 
Was not woman made of man? From 
whence, then, our faults r" But, Ma- 
dam, be so good as to consider, that man, 
at the time woman was formed out of his 
rib, was in a state of innocence. He had 
not fallen. The devil had need of a hel- 
per : he soon found one in Eve. But, if 
I may be forgiven for a kind of pun, you 
seem to think, Madam, that the faults of 
men lie in the flesh ^ the faults of women 
are deeper — they lie in the bone. I be- 
lieve you have hit upon it. I love to pro- 
ik)ke you, it is true ; but I also love to 
agree with your Ladyship, in material arti- 
cles. The difference between us, in thig 

point/ 
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point, is, that I confirm by experience 
what you advance only from conjecture; 
for, unless you look out of yourself, how 
should you know that women's faults lie 
so deep that they must be unformed, and 
new made up again, to amend them ? 

The fault of the great author, whose 
letters to his friend you have been reading, 
is, that Tully is wholly concerned for the 
fame of Cicero ; and that for fame and for 
self-exaltation sake. In some of his ora^ 
tipns, what is called his vehemence, (but 
really is too often insult and iil-mannera,^^ 
so transports him, that a modern pleader^ 
and yet these are often intolerably abu- 
sive, would not be heard, if lie Mere to 
take the like freedoms. 'Dm difference, 
however, ought to be mentioned, to the 
honour of the antient ; he generaU}^ I be- 
lieve, being governed by the justice of his 
caiise. The moderns too seldom regard tliat 
at all ; and care for nothing but their fees. 
£ut, after all, Cicero's constitutional fduita 

seem 
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tjeein to be vanity and cowardice. Great 
geniuses seldom have small faults. 

You have seen, I presume, Dr. Middle- 
ton's Life of Cicero. It is a fine piece ; 
but the Doctor, I humbly think, has play- 
ed the panegyrist, in some places in it, 
rather than the historian. The present 
laureafs performance on the same subject, 
of which Dr. Middleton's is the founda- 
tion, is a spirited and pretty piece. He 
snakes his observations on the character of 
Cicero, not by controverting any point 
with the Doctor ; but, taking for granted, 
as if he had no other lights, every thing 
that the Doctor advances in his favour. 

You greatly oblige me. Madam, when- 
ever you give me your observations upon 
what you read. Cicero was a prodigy. 
His works, his genius, will be admired tO/ 
the end of time. But he was the greatest, | 
the grossest lover, courter of adulation,; 
and one of the greatest dastards, that ever' 
lived. Yet, in the former quality, he 

only 
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only spoke out what many others meanh 
He was fond of glory : he could not but 
be conscious of his very great talents. I 
have often quarrels, arising in my mind| 
against the affectation of some ingenious 
moderns^who are always seeking to disclaim 
merits which, Avere they in earnest, their 
modesty would not permit them to publish 
to the world as they do in the treatises which 
they give the public. There may be a 
manly sensibility, surely, expressed, which 
yet may shew, that though the author of 
a work, or the performer of a good ac- 
tion, is tolerably skilled in his subject, or 
can take delight in his beneficence ; yet 
that he is not proud of understanding or 
doing what he ought to understand or do^ 
if he pretends to Avrite or to act. I am 
not a little embarrassed in my new piece, 
(so I was in my two former,) with the af- 
fectation that custom almost compels one 
to be guilty of: — to make my characters 
disdaim the merits of the good they do, 

or 
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ftr the knowledge they pretend to ; and to 
be afraid of reporting the praises due, and 
given to them by others, who are benefit- 
ed either by the act or the example, al» 
though the praises given are as much to 
the honour of the giver's sensibility, as of 
the receiver's. Does any body bcliev6 
these disclaimers ? — Does not every body 
think them affected, and often pharisaical ? 
and even, their pretences to modesty, are 
what Lovelace calls, traps laid for praise ? 
yet custom exacts them ; and who is great 
enough to be above custom ? I think I 
would wish that my good man, and even 
toy good girl, should be thought to he 
above regarding this custom. To receive 
praise with a grace, is a grace. But it 
most be so received, as that it should not 
be thought to puff up or exalt the person 
in his own opinion. The pei'son praised 
must shew, that he is sensible he hasr 
done no more than his duty ; that he gave 
VOL. vi,* I not 
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not himself either his talents, orhis ability to 
do good ; and should be the more humble, 
the more thankful, for those talents, and 
for that ability. Arrogance, self-conceit, 
must be banished his heart. Even Love- 
lace can say, *' if I have any thing valu- 
able as to intellectuals, those are not my 
own; and to be proud of what a man is 
answerable for the abuse of, and has no 
merit in the right use of^ is to strut, like 
the jay, in a borrowed plumage." 

I really think my Lord Orrery, in his 
Life of SM'ift, has intended to be laudably 
impartial. I have no notion of that 
friendship which makes a man think him- 
self obliged to gloss over the faults of a man 
Avhom he wislies not to have great ones. 
Is it not a strong proof of the sacred au- 
thority of the Scriptures, that the histories 
of David, Solomon, and its otlier heros, 
ar^ handed down to us with their mixture 
of vices and virtues? Lord Orrery says 

very 
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very high and very great things of Swift. 
The bad ones we knew, in part, before. 
Had he attempted to whiten them over, 
would it not have weakened the credi- 
biUly of what he says in his favour ? I am 
told, that my Lord is mistaken in some 
of his facts : for instance, in that, wherein 
he asserts that Swift's learning was a late 
acquirement. I am very well warranted 
by thie son of an eminent divine, a prelate, 
who was for three years what is called his 
chumy in the following account of that fact : 
Dr. Swift made as great a progress in his 
learning, at the University of Dublin, in 
his youth, as any of his'cotemporaries ; but 
was so very ill-natured and troublesome, 
that he was made Terne-fiUus^ (Sir Roger 
will explain what, that means, if your 
Ladyship is unacquainted with the Uni- 
versity term) on purpose to have a pre- 
tence to expel him. He raked up all the 
scandal against the Heads of that Uni- 
I 2 versity 
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versity that a severe inquirer, and a still 
severer temper, could get together into his 
harangue. He was expelled in conse- 
quence of his abuse, and, having his rfe- 
cessity afterwards got admitted, at Oxford, 
to his degrees. 

I cannot find that my Lord was very inti- 
mate with him. As from a man of quality, 
and the son of a nobleman who had been 
• obnoxious to ministers, no doubt but the- 
Dean might countenance those professions 
of friendship which the young Lord 
might be forward to make to a man who 
was looked upon as the genius of Ireland 
and the fashion. But he could be only 
acquainted with him in the decline of 
the Dean's genius. 

My Lord, I think, has partly drawn 
censure upon himself, by a little piece of 
affectation. My friends will, he says, by 
way of preface to some of the things that 
the friends of Swift think the severest. I 

was 
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was a little disgusted, as I read it, at these 
ill-placed assumptions of friendship in 
words. I thought these affectations below 
Lord Orrery, as it seemed, by them, as if 
he was proud of being thought of, as a 
friend, by the man, who, whatever hb 
head was, had not, I am afraid, near so 
good a heart as his own. 

Mr. Temple, nephew to Sir William 
Temple, and brother to Lord Palmerston, 
Xirho lately died at Bath, declared, to a 
friend of mine, that Sir William hired. 
Swift) at his first entrance into the world, 
to read to him, and sometimes to be hts 
auKinuensis, at the rate of 201. a j'^ear atid 
his board, which was then high prefcf- 
inent to hito ; but that Sir William iievier 
favoured him with his conversation, be- 
cause of his ill qualities) nor allowed him to 
sit down at table with him. Swift, your 
ladyship will easily see by his writings, had 
bitterness, satire, moroseness, that must 
I 3 make 
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make him insufferable both to equals and 
inferiors, and unsafe for his superiors to 
countenance. Sir William Temple was a 
wise arid discerning man. He could easily 
see through a young fellow taken into a 
low office, and inclined to forget himself. 
Probably, too, the Dean was always unpo- 
lite, and never could be a man of breeding. 
Sir William Temple was one of the politest 
men of his time. 

Whoever the lady be, who is so severe 
upon Lord Orrery, I cannot but think 
that she is too severe. The story of SwitVs 
marriage, and behaviour to a worthy, very 
worthy wife, I have been told long before 
Lord Orrery's history of him came out. 
It was not, as the angry lady charges, a 
chimera, but a certain truth. And thb I 
was informed of by a lady of goodness, and 
no enemy^ but to what was bad in Swift. 
Surely this lady, who calls my Lord to 
account for his unchristian-like usage of a 
dead friend, should have shewn a little 

more 
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-itiore of the Christian in her invectives. 
Near twenty years ago I hear<l from a 
gentleman now living, with whom Vanessa 
lived, or lodged^ in England, an account of 
the Dean's behaviour to the unhappy 
woman, much less to his reputation than 
the account my Lord gives of that affair. 
According to this gentleman's account, 
€he was not the creature that she became 
when she was in Ireland, whither she fol- 
lowed him, and, in hopes to make herself 
an interest with his vanity, threw herself 
into glare and expense ; and, at last, by 
disappointment, into a habit of drinking, 
till grief and the effects of that vice de- 
stroyed her. You may gather from that 
really pretty piece of his, Cadenus and 
Vanessa, how much he flattered her, and 
that he took great pains to gloss over that 
affair. I remember once to have seen a 
little collection of letters and poetical scraps 
of Swift's, which passed between him and 
Mrs. Van Hon^righ, this same Vanessa, 
I 4 which 
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which the bookseller then told me were sent 
bim to be pubHshed, from the originals, by 
this lady^ ixx resentment of his perfidy. 

I have not had an opportunity to know 
what the two Doctors you mentioo say ^ 
l,ord Orrery's Life of Swift. 

Adieu^ dear Madam, your's, &e. 

S. RlCHAEPSON^ 



TO MB« BICBARZ>90ir. 

May 19, 1752. 

X EHfACiovB my good correspondent 
early pronounced me, and I am so; I find 
it every day more.— A fresh instance 1 
ahall give you, when I say, I am not yet 
convinced that fear is a necessary ingre^ 
dient to love. You terrify me by insist* 
ing upon it ; though, why should I be terri- 
fied? for sure I am that I love, and a& 
wre that I da not fear. 

How 
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How is it that I cannot draw a parallel 
between the fear of a child, and that of a 
wife ? But it will not enter into my head 
that a good, a tender wife, will ever de- 
signedly offend a good, a tender husband. 
She will resolve not to offend ; how can 
die want correction, then,^ equally or in 
comparison with a child, a thoughtless, 
irresolute child, as all children are ? and, 
as they grow up^ the very remembrance of 
their offences and corrections settles in 
them a kind of awful fear, that the wife I 
speak of has nothing to do with. Stripes, 
dear Sir, stripes never reached my farthest 
thought. But I will not give you the 
trouble of answering me again on this 
subject ; I will turn you over ta one more 
worthy of such a disputant. St. John, 
who, in his first epistle, says, 

** There is no fear in love; but perfect 
love casteth out fear, because fear hath 
torment: he that feareth, is not made 
perfect in love." 

I 5- What 
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What will you say to this, now, I 
wonder? Not that your argument is 
strengthened, I hope, for I am as sure it is 
unanswerable, as that it is written. How 
glad was I to find it ! down it went in- 
stantly into my memorandum book, with 
a broad insulting smile. No, not insult- 
ing, but with a smile of triumph ; that it 
was, at least. *' Conquest is the joy of 
woman," as saith the old song : all sorts of 
conquests. 

No, Sir! never, never will I allow that 
a woman is under obligations to her hus- 
band for returning her love. No, not for 
liis intirc love. 

** You will not make distinctions," you 
say. What distinctions can you make? 
Well, but I may ask you, if you always 
take it for granted, that what is not ex- 
pressly forbid, is allowable? I verily 
think, you would have affirmed what you 
Dnly inSinuafe, had not the laws of our 
country came across you. The makers of 

those 
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those laws, however, were of a ditferent 
opinion, for wise and natural reasons, we 
may suppose. 

Do you think that God Almighty did not 
knoNv what the nature of man would require, 
Avhen he formed him. And do you think that 
Adam would not have lost another rib, had 
polygamy been thought more eligible to the 
nature of man? And wliat can fallen, 
degenerate, corruptible man require, that 
might not be required by man in his pure, 
native, and more perfect state ? 

In this lirsf instance, I think poly- 
gamy is forbidden by the action of God, 
which appears so plain and strong, that 
words were needless to confirm it. 

The power you call '' power with a 
vengeance," is not always so, and as you 
represent it. A good wife may some- 
times steal into more than a husband de- 
signed to allow, by an endearing, (liot 
wheedling) behaviour, which will oblige a. 
generous mind to a sort of involuntary 

acqui- 
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acquiescence, and to comply, as it were, 
as if he could not help it. 

Whether woman's faults lie in the fleshy 
or in the bone, it signific;s not a farthings 
we are bone of your bone, as well as flesh 
of your flesh, and ouf faults are your 
faults ; that is, we had them in small de^ 
tachments from you, consequently they 
cannot be so strong,, but proportionable^ 
to the vessel 

To receive praise with a grace, is a 
grace, as you observe ; hut it is a diflieulty 
to be attained but by a very few ; and^ 
least of all by those Avho are really mo* 
dest and diflident of their abilities : there 
is a great deal required to receive praise 
properly. If I mistake not, there ought 
to be a just proportion of dignity and 
humility, good sense, good breeding, a 
knowledge of the world and of themselves,, 
.and even an outward personal appearance 
and address is necessary. Do not yoa 
think so, Sir ? But, after all;^. I am fond 

o£ 
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of Cicero. If he was vain, be had greater 
reason for being so than most men, though 
no reason can be sufficient, and: I make 
great allowance for his despondencieis. 
Though we must own " adversity was not 
bis shining time," his faults would not have 
appeared so plain in another man — the 
bright side of his character is so glaring,, 
it shews the contrast stronger. 

I am glad, Sir, you judge so favourably 
of my Lord Orrery ; and, indeed, I an* 
now more inclined to acquit him than I 
was before. The only question is^ whe- 
ther he ought to have entered upon the 
task, if he thought himself obliged to ex- 
pose faults. His adversaries say not. But 
how, then^ should we ever come at the 
true characters of great men, if we must not 
receive them from those who know them 
best ? And is not an impartial friend the 
properest to give such characters ? And 
such characters surely should be given, 
by way of warning as well as example 

It 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



182 LADV BRADSHAIGH 

It is an act of public friendship, to which 
a . private one ought to give place. In 
short, the Dean established his own cha- 
racter ; and he was a man that might be 
admired, but, in my opinion, could not 
be esteemed. 

I have heard Swift used Lord Orrery in a 
very unfriendly manner, at a time when his 
Lordship least expected it^ and when he 
most wanted his friendship. His prefacing 
some of the severest things with my friend 
Swift, is more a common (.though idle) 
expression than a serious one, though it 
did hurt me a little. 

I believe he was very intimate with tlie 
Dean above twenty years ago. JVfy Lord 
was tlien a very young man, and might 
be fond of his notice, and of professing a 
friendship for so eminent a man. I believe 
he was one who very early thirsted after 
wisdom. 

Is there, on earth, man or woman, who 
has not some secret pride in being the 

favourite 
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favourite of a man of sense ? I think it 
is a laudable pride, and springs from a 
consciousness of having thought and act- 
ed right. I will not say there is not a 
selfishness in this justification, for I wjll 
flatter myself that I am a favourite, and I 
will be proud of it. 

The poor boy, in whose concerns you 
so generously interested yourself, has a 
prospect of employment. I have heard 
lately from his mother, and she is in a 
little better spirits about him. I have, 
with great difficulty, obtained an addition- 
al mite for her, from one of the wealthi- 
est commoners in England. I believe she 
is as near, if not the nearest, relation he has 
in the world, on the mother s side ; on the 
father's, I do not believe he has any. 
Would you believe it, Sir, that a man, child- 
less, who is raking the kingdom through 
for an heir-at-law, ^nd bears a general 
good character, can suffer this poor rela- 
tion often to repeat her supplication for a 

sub- 
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subsistence ; and even to lie in a sick and 
despairing condition, and want her dailr 
bread ? Can this man deserve the character 
he bears ? Can he have bowels, and be deaf 
to the miseries of the honest indigent ? 
setting the relationship aside. Let him 
read the sentiments of his noble and bene- 
volent ancestor in the law. 

But, after all, I must say for the gen^ 
tleman, that I believe his servant neglect- 
ed applying to him, and so he might be a 
greater stranger to the poor woman's dis- 
tress than she thought him ; for, when he 
was properly applied to, he did not refuse 
joining in a small contribution with others 
of her relations : and, it being annual, I 
hope it will enable her to subsist, and pro« 
vide for her son. 

Your's, &c. 

D. Beadshaiguv 



JO 
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X OUR Xnadyship is sure that you love^ 
4md as sure that you do not fear. Blesa 
me, Madam, did I not except, from my 
general observation^ a certain baronet and 
lis lady ? 

" A thoughtless irresolute cJiild ;" as if 
thoughtlessness and irresolution were m^ 
to be found in persons grown up J 

The wife you describe, the good, the 
tender wife, who will never designedly 
offend a good, a tender husband, is not 
the wife I, any more than your Ladyship, 
thought of: the generality of the sex I 
had in my view. And yet I think the fear 
I meant very compatible with the charac-* 
ter of a good, a tender wife; nay, she 

hardly 
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hardly can be either good or tender with- 
out it 

" Want correction equally, or in com- 
parison, with a child.*' That, Madam, was 
not what I supposed, though I have known 
humoured wives more perverse than ba* 
bies. Nor meant I that stripes should be 
thought of: and yet in a cause that I once 
heard argued in the House of Lords, be*' 
tween Sir Cleeve Moore and his lady, 
who, in resentment of his cruelty, had 
run away from him, and whom he had 
forced back, with farther instances of 
cruelty, I heard a very edifying debate : 
a cause which was managed by the present 
Lord Chancellor, then Attorney-General, 
against the late Lord Chancellor, Talbot, 
then Solicitor-General, in which the for- 
mer declaimed very powerfully against Sir 
Cleeve for his ill usage of his wife. The 
latter, allowing part of the charge, justi- 
fied Sir Cleeve by the law of England, 
which allows a man to give his wife mo(le^ 

rate 
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rate correction. The house was crowded 
with ladies, who, some of them, shrugged 
their shoulders, as if they felt the correc- 
tion; and all of them who could look from 
behind their fans, leered, consciously, I 
thought, at one another, A pretty doc- 
trine, thought I ! Take it among you, 
ladies ; and make your best courtesies 
when you come home to your emperors. 

Well, but your Ladyship turns riie over 
to St John, who, in his first epistle, says : 
•* There is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear, because fear hath tor- 
ment : He that feareth, is not made per- 
fect in love." 

Charming ! And how your Ladyship 
>:Cxults upon this ! ** What will you say to 
this, I wonder.?" 

Why, Madam, in the first place, I say 
that this love and this fear, as you will see 
in the context, are not nieant to be the 
love or fear of an earthly creature, a hus- 
band, or that of a wife — but of God, . 

But 
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But when another apostle comes, from 
the same divine spirit^ to speak of the 
duty of wives to husbands^ he delivers 
himself with the authority of a precept :— 
" Dkewise, ye wives, be in subjection to 
your own husbands ; that if any obey not 
the word, they also may, without the word, 
be won by the conversation of the wives ; 
while they behold your conversation cou* 
pled with fear.** This, Madam, is directly 
fo wives, and of husbands. What now "^ill 
your Ladyship say to these things ? But 
I am meek ; I exult not ; no broad smite 
do I put on ; no triumph 1 

A meek and quiet ipirit is enjoined aft 
the principal ornament of a wife ; " for, 
after this manner, says the apostle, in the 
old time, the holy women also, who trusts 
ed in God, adorned themselves, being in 
subjection to their own husbands, even as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord ; 
whose daughters ye are, as long as you do 
welli and are not afraid with any amaze- 
ment/' 
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merit" There, Madam, is the fear, that a 
wife should mingle with her love, descri- 
bed. It should be a sweet, familiar fear, 
looking up to him for encouragement and ^ 
reward, from his smiles j and not such a 
One as should awe, confound, or amaze 

her So much for this subject of love 

and fear. 

"No, Sir, says your Ladyship, never, 
never will I allow, that a woman is under 
obligations to her husband, for returning 
her love ; no, not for his entire love ! " — - 
I cannot help it. Madam ; you see what a 
state of vassalage both the Scripture and 
the law of the land suppose a wife to be 
in ; and what stately creatures men are ! 
But you know that I enforce not this vas- 
salage, this stateliness* This argument was 
introduced with my declared indignation 
against the tyranny of a husband, who, of 
your own knowledge of his temper, you 
supposed would be a tyrant and expect 
his sweetly pretty wife to be will-less. A 

sad 
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sad thing, whatever it was of old time 
(in Sarah's days), when the wives were 
thought of little account, and the old 
patriarchs lorded it over half a score 
good, meek, ohedient creatures, to de- 
prive a woman, in these days, of her will i 
Whence I had the boldness to advance, 
that it was, however, very likely that the 
man would have the more obliging wife 
for it; and I thought your Ladyship, by 
giving the instance^ of the same opinion. 
Said you not, " that humility only could 
make her happy ? " 

Polygamy is a doctrine that I am very 
far from countenancing; but yet, in an 
argumentative way, I do say, that tlie law 
of nature, and the first command (in- 
crease and multiply), more than allow of 
it ; and the law of God no w here forbids 
it Throughout the Old Testament, we 
find it constantly practised. Enough, how- 
ever, of tills subject; though a great deal 
more might be said ; more than I wish 

there 
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there could, as I think highly of the laws 
and customs of my country. Have you, 
Madam, who are an admirer of Milton, 
read his Treatise on Divorces ? You reject 
I lis authority. As a poet, do, if you please : 
poets are allowed to be licentious. But 
reason ought to weigh, whether from man 
or woman. Do you not think so, Madam? 

Bone of our bone, and flesh of our 
flesh — Why, truly, so women are — But, 
as the best things, corrupted, become the 
worst, your Ladyship would have a diffi- 
culty, if put to it, to prove, that the off- 
spring cannot be worse, when bad, than 
the parent. 

I have overcome, it is true, some diffi- 
culties in my new work ; but what shall I 

do, they multiply upon me ! Adieu, 

for the present. 

S. Richardson. 
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TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

JulyQS, 175^4 

v)uALL I never get the better of you, ia 
any one argument t No, never, answers 
ttiy best understanding. And, dear Sir, 
is not my constantly failing in my endea- 
vours) a deserved punishment for my pre^ 
sumptuous attempts ? Yet I must argiici 
or how should I improve myself } Though 
you have kindly allowed me an exception 
to your general rule, you will scarcely al- 
low the excepted to be a judge out of her 
own case ; for she can only form her notions 
by what she knows, which seem so oppo* 
site to your's, that I can hardly hope they 
will ever meet : and yet I verily think I 
could meet you half way ; but I am not 
yet in the humour. 

The law of England, which gives liber- 
ty 
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ty For a husband to use moderate cor* 
rection, may be a well-designed law, but 
left a little too much at large, because 
there may be very different interpretation^ 
of the word moderate, which I think I 
observed before. There may be wives 
who stand corrected, and have less occa- 
sion for it than their correctors ; and tliere 
are many husbands much inferior, in capa*^ 
city and understanding, to the wives they 
correct. A grating circumstance ! But, 
** wives be in subjection to your own hus>- 
bands,'' is an answer to all the hardships 
and' just complaints they can make; and 
I grant it is the wisest and best method 
we can take, since we have no redress ; 
and I acknowledge humility is the safest 
way to happiness, though there are men 
who would make better husbands to the 
woman of spirit, than to the meek and 
gentle. However, the laws are severe^ at 
least in practice ; but they were made by 
men, to justify their tyranny^ 

Vol. VI. It What 
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What do I care for the patriarchs ! If 
they took it into their heads to be tyrants, 
•why should we allow them to be worthy ex- 
amples to imitate r If we knew all their do- 
mestic differences, we should not perhaps 
find the good women, the household doves 
you represent them. Sarah, indeed, called 
her husband lord ; no great matter in 
that, though I believe she was obedient ; 
for, without scruple, she even told lies 
when her husband bid her ; but we will 
suppose they were of the white kind. 

You do not bring in Rebecca as an in- 
stance and example of obedience. Well, 
she obeyed her dying husband, her lord, 
as no doubt she called him. 

I am apt to think the wives of these 
days are not worse, though customs are 
changed, than were the patriarchal ladies. 
Your seeming to think otherwise, made 
me say what I have said. And now you 
will tell me, that you know wives in every 
age were bad enough ; and I shall answer, 

thai 
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that husbands in every age were worse ; 
which I do not say to raise an argument^ 
but as my real opinion. 

I shall stick to my text. '^ Perfect love 
casteth out fear:" which tells us, if \/e 
perfectly love, we cannot fear, at least we 
are not to suppose fear necessary. But 
you say, the Scripture expression for love 
is often fear. Surely it cannot mean that 
fear which the text calls a torment. Here- 
in are two different sorts of fear ; but I 
shall not attempt to explain them, perhaps 
for a very substantial reason. 

I am very sensible how high the text 
is directed, and how despicable the love 
we profess is, in comparison to the divine 
love therein ni^ant ; yet I do not think it 
a presumption to humbly imitate that love, 
as far as mortals can imitate divinity: 
and I think the love bound up in two 
united hearts and souls ; the love subsist- 
ing beyoml the passions ; the perfect love, 
K 2 which 
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which casteth out fear, comes the nearest 
to the divine love. 

" You are far from countenancing 
polygamy." I protest I think not very 
far; but I will still venture to set the 
first single pair, as the first ordinance of 
God, against your first command — " In- 
crease and multiply." To us short-sighted 
mortals, it appears polygamy was then, if 
ever, necessary; but God Almighty thought 
otherwise, it is plain. And why it was 
afterwards allowed without condemnation, 
and why infinite numbers of other things 
were or were not condemned or applauded, 
is not within the reach of our comprehen- 
sion ; nor are we to ask, why ? — God has 
set us our bounds that we shall not pass, 
for all-wise reasons^ we ought to conclude. 
But, as to the doctrine of polygamy, there 
is this great difficulty to be solved between 
us : you say " the law of nature does 
more than allow if And it appears to 
me, so repugnant to nature, that it posi-^ 

tivdy 
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tively forbids it. So many reasons crowd 
into my head, that I know not where to 
begin, nor should I know where to end; 
but, tell me this, Is it in nature for a 
woman who wishes to be happy with the 
man she loves, loves in the most pure 
and refined sense ; — is it, I say, in nature 
for that woman to endure, with a heart 
at ease, a rival in the affections, in the 
close-connected friendship, of one whose 
entire love, esteem, and confidence, is her 
greatest ambition ? I do not think I havje 
more jealousy in my temper than is con- 
sistent with true love ; but, positively, I 
could not bear it: I should either turn 
termagant, or fret myself to death in si- 
lent grief. And, were I a man, I think I 
should despise a woman who could sit 
down contented with my divided love : — ^ 
and, according to my notions, any man 
must have a very uneaSy life, under the 
circumstance of polygamy, where there 
must be unavoidable heart-burnings, jea- 
K 3 lousies, 
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lousieSy separate interests, with a long 
train of uncomfortable attendants: — ex- 
cept the man is a tyrant, then, indeed, the 
uneasiness niay be confined to his Statiras 
and Roxanas. Upon the whole, I am 
wilting to think the laws of our land are 
agreeable to the laws of God and of 
nature. 

I never read Milton's Treatise upon 
Divorces, but have heard it much con- 
demned, as a thing calculated to serve his 
own private ends. Though, , divorces may 
be thought allowable by those who do 
not think polygamy so. But whatever 
he may have written is of no great conse- 
quence, since I will stand and fall by th9 
law of nature. 

I put myself vastly in mind of a school- 
boy, who is running away after a dispute, 
but turns short upon his antagonist, gives 
the lasf word, ancl then takes to his heels, 
Stopping his ears for fear of hearing a 
reply* 

Sinc<i 
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Since you allow a wife to steal into 
power, in the manner I mentioned, and 
desire to know the instance I have to 
give, take it amongst the rest of my 
trifles. You must suppose a happy pair^ 
both more anxious for each other's satis* 
faction than for their own. The gentle- 
man suffering a little inconvenience in hi« 
apartment, the lady having hit upon a con- 
trivance to redress it ; but, as it could not 
be done without a small building and 
some expense, she^ to be sure, would pot 
attempt it without his consent, which she 
could not ot^ain by any method she could 
think of. As it was wholly for his own 
convenience, he would not indulge him- 
self in it. For three years he withstood 
her solicitations, when, at last, she hit 
upon the lucky ^moment: it being the 
topic in the company of a few friends, 
the gentleman still resolute, and persist- 
ing that it was too much trouble and 
K 4 expense, 
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expense, only to gratify himself in making 
a more ample convenience, when it could 
not then be called inconvenient; the 
lady pretty earnestly said, *^Then suffer it. 
to be done to add to my happiness : how 
much I cannot say, but it will be in pro- 
portion to the satisfaction and pleasure 
you will take in it when it is finished.'* 
The gentleman answered, " My dear> 
there is no standing against that; you 
have my consent, and to you I commit 
the management of the whole: I shall 
never grudge an expense, whicli I can 
put down towards making my wife hapi* 
py.* The lady gratefully returned her 
thanks, a»d the company clapped. Most 
of them women, you will perversely sup- 
pose. A mixture, I assure you ! 

The design is perfected, and the lady 
has had happiness in her husband's satis- 
faction ; and he has his satisfaction more 
in her additional happiness, than in the 

enjoy- 
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enjoyment of his new convenience, though 
that is answerable. 

You must not find fault with your 
daughters, for not performing what is next 
to impossible at their age. I led you 
into it, by telling you I had for some 
time made extracts from what I had read. 
But how long have I done that ? About 
two years . I believe, no more. I now 
wish I had done it sooner: but, alas! no 
threatening, no indulgence, could have 
drove me to it thirty, no, nor twenty 
3'ears ago. Had I pretended to have mad^ 
extracts at that age, they would have 
made a most whimsical appearance at this 
day. However, it is an excellent practice. ' 
It, by looking back, would serve to. shew 
us to ourselves, through every stage we 
pass, and to remark the progress of our 
strengthening judgement. It wouldi give 
infinite pleasure to. the good and wise, 
and even to the innocently gay and vo- 
latile; and it might occasion remorse and 
K 5 penitence 
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penitence in the wicked ; also improve 
the understanding of the weak. 

Though I reckon myself as happy at 
home as most people, yet I have a 
prospect of receiving an additioih to that 
happiness, which I esteem one of the 
greatest this world can give, and which 
is, the conversation of a faithful, len* 
aible, and worthily-esteemed friend; one 
to whom I can impart every secret that 
my OM'n heart knows; oncwho i» a great 
admirer of you and your works; and 
one to whom, with your leave, I would 
give the perusal of our whole corres- 
pondence. It is the mother of my good 
young man, whose company I hope to 
enjoy for some months. These seven 
years I have not seen her, our lots being 
cast far distant from each other, which I 
often lament, not only on her account, 
but youfs, Sir, who are always so good 
to wish me near you; and, next to the 
satisfaction I should have in being so, 

is 
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is your kindly wishing for itw I am, 
with great sincerity, 

Sir, 
Your much obliged, and 
faithful humble servant, 

D. Bradshaigh, 



TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

JtigUSi 17, \752. 

iVXy dear Lady Bradshaigh verily thinks 
she could meet me half way in the debate 
between us ; but owns she is not yet in 
the humour. When she is, she will be so 
good as to let her greatly-honoured cor- 
respondent know it ; and which part of it 
she will retain, and which give up ; and 
she will find that he will pay a great 
and just deference to her judgement. 

I, you 
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I, you know, Madam, have beett, as far 
as my ability would allow me, an advocate 
for your sex; even sometimes against 
Lady Bradshaigh herself; who now lauda- 
bly seems to have changed sides, and is 
become an advocate for it. I have here- 
tofore observed, that we neither of us like 
that any but ourself, should treat the sex 
severely. I have wagered with one cho-/ 
sen friend, (who is a great admirer of such 
parts of your Ladyship's letters as I have 
shewn her, and which I dare say you 
would have allowed me to shew her) that, 
before you know where you are, I will 
draw you in to say more severe things of 
the sex than I have yet written in my 
letters to you. It will be only by taking, 
I say, its part, with earnestness. — Beware 
of the plot, Madam; I give you fair wanir 
ing, but I will not tell you when I shall 
begin. 

*^ There may be wives, says youE Lady- 
ship, who have less occasion for correc- 
tion 
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tion: than their correctors ; and there are 
many husbancls much inferior in capacity, 
and understanding, to the wives they cor- 
rect.'* Very tri^e. " A grating circum-^ 
stance !" you say. And sa it is. But 
let women take care, then, of^ preferring 
a man of sense to a weak or fooUsfr 
man, ^ as most of the coxcoinbs and 
pretty fellows are, of whom they are ge- 
nerally so fond ; for every single woman, 
lias her option, and she knows the powe» 
which the law gives to a husbands 

Your Ladyship acknowledges that hu- 
mility is the safest way to happiness} 
but you close with observing,. " That the 
laM's were made by men, to justify their 
tyranny." I,, Madam, bate tyranny in all 
shapes. This very argument between us^ 
however we seem to have changed sides, 
was entered into, as I have more than 
once observed, with my declared abhor-** 
rence of tyratiny in a husband; however^, 
J must observe, that the laws I depend 

upon^ 
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upon, as worthy of observation, are those 
Avhich were enforced by divine, nothuman, 
sanctions ; and I quoted some important 
texti, in my last, to this purpose. 

^* What do I care for the patriarchs !** 
says your Ladyship. O, brave ! — But 
would not you have cared for them, had 
their example made for you? I knew a 
very pious widow, a strict dissenter, who, 
by the way, in my juvenile days, made it 
a point of conscience to refuse me her 
niece, for no other reason but because I 
was a church-man, who had a profound 
reverence for the apostles, St. Paul in par- 
ticular. But having taken it into her 
head to think favourably of a second 
marriage, answered her teachers, who 
pleaded St Paul's words — *^ But the 
younger widows reject first faith — will 
marry,'' asked them, in a grievous pet, her 
eyes sparkling wirh indignaltion; " What 
had St. Paul, a bachelor, to do to trouble 
his head about widows?'' — But had St. 

Paul 
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Taul been favourable to her side of the 
question, she would have stopped the good 
men's mouths with his authority. 

As to the domestic differences you men- 
tion, in case of polygamy, Abraham, it 
IS true, had experience of a comfortable 
spice of it, between Sarah and the bond- 
woman ; and Jacob found something of 
it between Leah and Rachel ; but we 
know the cause of the latter's uneasiness j 
and she was pretty quiet when her maid 
Bilhah's children were reckoned as her's. 
But, Madam, how are these points got 
over in the eastern countries — twelve 
parts out of fifteen of the whole world are 
perhaps polygamists, as I observed in my 
last ? ** Household doves.'' It is the only way 
to make doves of them. 

You will stick to your text — '^Per- 
fect love casteth out fear." — I will rest 
this part of our debate upon what I wrote 
in my former. 

Methinks I am sorry that your Lady- 
' ship 
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ship declines any explanation that y(M 
think necessary. 

You think *' I am not far from 
eounteiiancing polygamy." 1 wish I coutd 
have be6|i convinced, by your answer to 
^hat I had suggested,, that there was a 
higher authority than human laws a?- 
gainst it. " God has set us our bounds, 
you say, that we shall not pass." — But, 
in this case, man, and not God, has set 
the bound ; and I have allowed that to be 
enough, since every man, claiming the pro- 
tection of the laws of his country, ought 
to be bound by them.. 

Still I insist, that the law of nature does 
more than allow of polygamy. It appears 
to you, you say, absolutely repugnant to 
the law of nature. — ^* TelL me this, says 
your Ladyship — is it in nature for a wo- 
man," &c. &c. and then you tell me, that 
a woman would not like it; and ^^ that 
one of the best wives in the kingdom 
could not bear it^ and would either turn 

termagant 
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termagant or fret herself to death." — 
Dear Madam ! — Is this saying any thing 
to the purpose? Pf^oman was made formany 
not man for the woman^ says the apostle ; 
though a certain dear lady may, oti this 
occasion, care as little for an apostle as 
for a patriarch. — And a man must be a 
poor manager if he had half a dozen wives^ 
and suffered himself to be made uneasy 
by the heart-burnings, and so forth, a- 
mong his household- doves, as your Lady- 
ship calls them. The contention would 
be who should best deserve the honest 
man's love. — Bless us, Madam i could 
any man be made more unhappy by six 
wives, with all their supposed heart-burn- 
ings, jealousies, separate interests, and a 
long train of uncomfortable attendants, 
than many a worthy man is with one ? — 
^' Except the man is a tyrant, say 
you." — Are there not many men who are 
tyrants over meek wives, though they 
have but one at a time? You say, there 
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are. How, then, would the condition o^ 
women be altered, were polygamy to take 
place r Do not you see (but I suppose 
your Ladyship intended it) that you have 
given up the argument ? But I, Madam, 
will stand up for the laws of my country^ 
notwithstanding. One caution only allow 
me to give you — Do not, by any means, 
rest your cause, if you should recal your 
concession, upon the law of nature — by 
which, you say, you will stand and falL 

Your ladyship says, " You pretend not 
to explain a certain text; and will not call 
upon me for a farther proof of my argu* 
ment," as I had the assurance to invite you 
to do. But, Madam, let me say, that, 
dearly do I love your sex ; I am so well 
satisfied with the laws of my country, that 
it would be criminal in me, in my own 
eye, to hint at any doctrine, much more 
at any license, (whether criminal or not, 
in other respects), that should tend to en- 
dave the one, as the doctrine of poly- 
gamy 
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gamy must do^ or weaken the laws of 
my country^ But when> in this country, 
the sex is so generally running into licen- 
tiousness ; when home is found to be the 
place that is most irksome to them ; when 
Hanelaghsi Vauxhalls, iMary bones, assem- 
blies, routs, drums, hurricanes, and a rab- 
ble of 8uch*Iike amusements, carry them 
out of all domestic duty and uselfulness 
into infinite riot and expense; day and 
night inverted ; and that «ex, in which 
virtue, modesty, sobriety, ought to be 
cliaracteristically found, in order to save a 
corrupted world, were those qualities and 
graces to be lost in the generality of the 
other ; —then would I beg leave to remind 
the wild pigeons pf the sex, that they are 
not the doves they were designed to be ; 
and that such cannot claim the privileges 
allowed to English wives, with any jus- 
tice. 
The notion of a divided love of a good 

man 
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man to two good girls, made you bounce 
off your chain It was in your Ladyship's 
dressing-room, was it not ? Do you think 
I did not see you ! Did I tell you, Ma- 
dam, in my last, (I have not the copy of 
it at hand), that I should so manage it as 
to make you, even your Ladyship, ready 
to wish that the hero might have two 
ladies at one time? Whether I did or nof^ 
that will be the case. I want greatly to 
shew you some things I have done. I have 
frighted some ef my adopted daughters 
out of their wits, in apprehension of & 
tragical catastrophe. One of them calls 
upon your Ladyship, I think she says, to 
tear my eyes out ! — and, in another place,^ 
for your judgement on one part of the 
notion of a divided love. You will thinle 
I have been making mad work of it. 

As to my work, I hope I am in the last 
volume. It is run into prodigious length.^ 
When I can get to an end^ I will revise, in 

bopea 
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hopes to shorten. You are, for ever, gra- 
cious, in your solicitude for my healthy on 
tlie occasion. 

Your*s, &c. 

S» Richardson^ 

P. S. I must not, you say, find fault 
with my daughters for not making ex* 
tracts, &c« But I must : first, because 
they have been told the benefit they 
would receive from the practice ; second- 
ly, because you hive said, in the latter 
part of the same paragraph, that I ought^ 
by expatiating so properly on the benefit 
that would accrue to them by it, and to 
readers of every complexion. 



td 
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JVnd so, Sir, you thought you had not 
been severe enough upon the daughters of 
Eve^ but you must again have a lash ! — 
You seem to think it nothing strange, that 
Adam should suffer himself to be tempted 
by Eve, when in his state of innocence. 
But it must appear full* as strange, as that 
Eve was tempted by the subtlest of all 
creatures ; her natural weakness, too, con- 
sidered. She also in her state of in- 
nocence, *^ What could she know of the 
guile of the serpent ? " to return your own 
words. Let me ask you, if you really 
think she meant harm to Adam, whemshe 
tempted him ? Does it not rather lock 
like affection, longing to impart the know- 
ledge she had imbibed, and in which, at 
that^ time, she thought herself so happy ? 

I sin- 
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I sincerely think she beguiled him, out of 
pure fondness. And knowledge is^ at this 
day, so desirable a blessing, that I am half 
inclined to forgive her ; at least, it softens 
her guilt, when I think of her motive to 
it; and I am glad she was not tempted with 
any thing more trifling. Do not you 
think, Sir, a great many wives would have 
chosen to have kept their husbands in ig- 
norance, glorying in the advantage they 
had over them? But Eve did riot care for 
the conversation of the ignorant, so made 
him as wise as herself. Kind soul ! And 
yet you call her a serpent ! and you ask, 
^' What could poor Adam, in his state of 
innocence, know of the guile of either of 
the serpents ? " He knew as much, he 
ought to have known more, with his supe- 
rior wisdom, than Eve did, of her insinu- 
ating tempter. Poor Eve ! 

" A good man cannot do common 
things," &c. I answer to that, a good 
man best knows what a good man ought 

to 
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to do, as I have told you formerly ; and) 
therefore, I will tnist to your casting him 
in your own mold, and I will venture to 
be bound for his behaviour. But, dear 
Sir, what do you mean ? You made me 
bounce of? my chair, at reading, that two 
good girls were in love with your hero, 
and that he was fond of both ! I do not 
much wonder, indeed, at such a scheme^ 
by one who argues polygamy to be agreed- 
able to the law of nature. But I, who 
positively deny it,* am startled at the hint 
you give. I have such despicable notions 
of a divided love, that I oannot have an 
idea how a worthy object can encourage 
Buch a thought I remember how you ter^- 
rified poor Pamela with Mr. B.'s arguments 
for polygamy. The deuse take these po- 
lygamy notions ! Then, why should you 
make one of your two deserving women 
unhappy ? He may be fond of both ; but 
he shall not wish to marry both : I never 
will love him, if he does> Nor can I in-^ 

terest 
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terest myself enough in your stoiy, if the 
ladies are so equally dei^erving^ unless you 
give them each a lover. I have a notion 
you will produce a Hickman for your se* 
cond character, only he will differ some- 
thing, as to points of formality; his mus- 
cles will not be altogether so plump and 
prim, nor will you put quite so much 
€tarch in his ruffles. 

Youfs, &c^ 

Dw Bbabshaigik 



w, 



to LADT BRADSHAIGH. 

jNfet). 20, 1752. 

HEN my ever deair correspondent shall 
be informed, that n^ too long silence is 
owing partiy to an increase of my disor- 
ders^, usual at this time of theyear-*-partly 
lo a close application to my new subject, 
VOL. VI. t being 
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being tired, and wanting to ease my 
mind of it — and partly to a dreadful acci- 
dent, which was within a few minutes of 
leaving me destitute of a house for busi- 
ness, and has thrown me behtnd-hand 
with all my business — she will not misin- 
terpret that silence. _ Mingled shame and 
affection compel me now to write, rather 
than absolute convenience. 

Your I-Adyship is willing, in some of 
the arguments between us, to meet me 
half way. Agreed. I wish you could tell 
me so in town, or that I could receive at 
Haigfa the agreeable compromise. I am 
not fond, Madam, of explaining myself 
on what I mean, when I say, *' The law of 
nature is on my side of the question, sup- 
ported by the first divine command." I 
am extremely well satisfied with the laws 
of my country. Were polygamy to be 
allowed'of by them, I know not my Qwn 
heart, if I would give into the allowance; 
and yet, I am not convinced, that " the 

pure 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Wt'l^ lAtJY BRAtoSHAlGH. ^1.9 

pure undeviating love, the intire affection, , 
the undivided friendship, subsisting be- 
tween a single happy pair," is generally 
the result of the matrimonial engagement. 
'Look into the wcrid, and tell me if you 
think if is : and, answer me farther, if 
such a happy pair, as I have in my eye, 
ttiight not, of their choice, ift a polygamy 
country, (rejecting the license,) have been 
equally and more exemplarily happy? for, 
souls formed for mutual friendship, and 
i^jbicing in a pure undivided love, would 
not have been compelled to enlarge the 
number of partners. The taming, the 
domesticating, the subduing, of spirits, 
that are not a credit to the sex, and who 
are incapable of acting upon principle, and 
live in defiance of duty, and of obligation, 
would have been probably the consequence 
of the license : it is so in the eastern 
countries) and who would wish that 
such creatures as those are were not 
slaves? While the generous, the noble, 
L 2 the 
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the pious — but I said, we would quit the 
argument. Your Ladyship accepts of the 
bridge of gold ; but you shall not flee 
over it : you shall have a throne erected 
in the middle of it ; and I will beg leave 
to sit down on the footstool of it, and 
there sign and seal to the compromise. 

I entirely agree with you. Madam, that 
a condescending woman, of talents su- 
perior to those of her husband, may make 
her own life not unhappy. I had intend-* 
ed, somewhere in my work, to give ati 
instance of this ; but I am obliged, from 
the length I have run, to stop short, and 
give up many of my intentions. You 
have hinted the rules such a one is to ob* 
serve, in six lines, which would have taken 
me up as many pages. 

But do you really allow that the men^ 
in general, have judgements superior to 
women ? I am now writing at North-End. 
I have the honour to have with me, at 
this very time, three ladies, the most re- 
spectable 
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fipectable among women. Forgive me, 
good Mrs. Donnellan, good Miss Mulso, 
good Miss Prescott, if I should name you 
to a lady, who I know respects yoii. But 
they are not half so condescending as 
your Ladyship ; they will not allow any 
other advantages to men, but what they 
have from education. God bless you, 
Madam, help me to a few arguments to 
convince them. They are great admirers 
of you, from what they have heard me say, 
and from here and there a passage that I 
have read to them, when you are severest 
to me (they and my wife love to have me 
severely treated). And why do I want to 
have them convinced ? only. Madam, that 
I may have an opportunity, from that 
meekness, that condescension, I will call 
it, which I think to be the glory of a wo- 
man, to exalt the sex that I do really and 
most sincerely love. That equality, that 
preference, if you please, which we refuse 
to allow as a right, we may be willing to 
h S give 
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give way to, and even establish as a 
courtesy. 

And so Eve beguiled Adam, out of love 
to him ! Sweet soul ! I atn glad of it, with 
all my heart ! What pity that such pretty 
wanton play should have been attended 
with such serious effects ? But I restrain 
rnyself. Do you see, Madam, how capa* 
ble you are of misleading me^ poor heavy 
soul that I am, with your charming spi* 
rits ! 

I wish I could shew you what I have 
written ; I am now going over it again, to 
^ee what I can omit : this is the worst of 
all my tasks, and what I most dreaded. 
Vast is the fabric; and here I am under 
9 kind of necessity to grasp it all, as % 
may say ; to cut ofl^, to connect ; to re- 
scind again, and reconnect. Is it not 
pionstrous, that I am forced to- commit 
acts of violence, in order to bring it into 
seven twelves volumes, which I am deter- 
mined it shall not exceed, let what will 

happen ? 
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happen ? I think the characters, the sen- 
timents, are all different from any of those 
in my two former pieces, though the sub- 
jects are still love and nonsense, men and 
women. What would I give, to have you 
sit in judgement upon some parts of my 
management, before it appears. 

With regard to what you mention of 
the use that may hereafter be made of the 
correspondence between us, I am sorry, 
methinks, that your Ladyship should be 
very much afraid of ever having been 
known to honour me with your pen. While 
I had not the happiness of knowing who 
it was that favoured me, I made no scru- 
ple of shewing your letters to several of 
my select friends; though I have been 
very reserved since. They all admired 
you; they thought that your pen did 
honour to your sex: and, I am sure, I 
ought to be more ashamed of mine, and 
of my unpolite freedoms with your Lady-, 
ship, than you need to be of your's. 

L 4 I thank 
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I thank you. Madam, for the sketcli 
you give me of your employments, diver-r 
sions, &c. How happy you make me, ia 
giving me room to think that I have been 
able to contribute, in the least, to the 
pleasure of such dear friends. I honour 
the lady, for her impartiality, in blaming 
your Ladyship for the harassings you gave 
me, for the chase you put me to, and, at 
last, for suffering yourself rather to be de- 
tected by the officiousness of a well-mean- 
ing friend, which, to this hour, my pride 
will not allow me to approve of, than by 
a voluntary eclaircissement. Indeed, my 
dear Lady Bradshaigh, you were surprising- 
ly teazing — and four months too to elapse I 
But tell me. Madam, does not the lady 
say, tliat I have treated you with sauci- 
ness, sometimes; that I have been more 
free with the sex than ever man was ? I 
honour her greatly, and shall still more, 
if she blames me wherever I am faulty. 

You begin to think you could now talk 

freely 
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freely with me — what an unhappiness in 
the want of an early politeness ! Some- 
thing strangely forbidding, of the hr ^Jge- 
hog kind, must there be in my outvfard 
behaviour. What a supercilious creature 
must I be ! I, who, in my heart, and with 
my pen, am the freest of all mortals ; and 
that to such a degree, that my correspon- 
dent's good nature is in no instance so^ 
conspicuous, as in being able to forgive,, 
and laugh at me ! 

And do you two dear friends wish me 
to be more than an imaginary visitor,, now 
and then ? You must not tell me so ! 
How do I regret the bar of two hundred 
miles distance, and a business that re- 
quires an attendance that I must pay till 
I am no longer your's, &c. 

S, RlCHARDSO*. 



IL 5 TO 
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^y* TO MR. RICHAEDSOX. 
D£AR SIR, 

iVXy saying, I thought I could now talk 
freely to you, has drawn from you words 
I do not perfectly understand ; but, if I 
take them right, I think I could beat you 
for answering me in such a manner. Lord,.. 
Sir ! you are entirely out of the question : 
there is something in mi/ nature, some ^ 
hidden power, that stops my utterance to 
those with whom I have not been long 
personally acquainted, especially when I 
think it bjecomes me to hear rather than 
be heard. 

O, how you damp my spirits, whea 
you talk of destroying yourself by too 
close an application to business ! I protest 
you are wicked. Who would think that 
you could speak so lightly of suicide ? I 

wonder 
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wonder when you would think yourself 
enabled, or have an inclination, to leave 
off or contract your business ? But I for- 
bear; I think I have formerly been too 
free upon this subject. 

The last story I sent you is as sad as 
true. You know I long since owned I 
knew and had heard of worse men than 
Lovelace. Many I hope there are not ; 
yet I am afraid I have once or twice been 
in company with another of the same 
stamp, who, I have heard, has been cruel 
beyond example to those he has seduced. 
One young lady in particular, whom I 
have often seen, and who, with his arts, 
and the assistance of some who ought to 
have been her protectors, was betrayed 
into his power. Pocfr young soul ! I saw 
her shining in all her finery at a ridotto, 
and could not imagine from whence it 
came ; but was afterwards informed how 
extravagantly she had paid for her ap- 
pearance ; and some time after heard she 

was 
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was discarded in a destitute condition^ 
and accidentally found by an acquaintance 
of his upon her knees before her tyrant, 
begging for a crown-piece to keep her 
from starving, which was refused, and 
slie dragged to the door, which was shut 
upon her with a curse, and there lay in a 
swoon, till the more tender-hearted visitor 
ordered her to be carried into a shop, gave 
her a guinea, and desired care might be 
taken of her — where she wa&soon restored 
to her miserable reflections^ and was af- 
terwards kept by the very man who re- 
lieved her. She was, at last, reduced to 
a street- walker, and died the natural death 
of such abandoned, yet truly pitiable, 
objects. 

Pray, Sir, have you ever looked into a 
little book^ intitulecK Meditations and Re- 
flections, &c. by a Person of Honour ? So 
it wa& first published ; but, ta the last 
edition, I see the author's name, Charles^ 
Uowe^ prefixt He was uncle to the late 

Lad;^ 
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Lady Pembroke, (your correspondent,)* 
and the same relation to Sir Roger. An 
excellent good man I have always heard 
him called ; and, indeed, this little per- 
formance confiwns hi* character. I wish 
you would read it, and give me your opi- 
nion of iL It will be the amusement of 
two or three Sunday evenings,, which, I 
believe, you wUl think time not throwa 
away» But you must remember it wa^- 
never designed for publication; but, 
falling into the hands of a grand-daugh- 
ter's husband, who was resolved to make- 
the most he could of her and her family,, 
he gave it to the public ; and in this he 
Slight design well 

Your's, &c. 

D^ BRitDSHAXGB. 



TO 
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DEAR SIR, 

1 WAS glad to see Dr. Young's approba- 
tion fixt to the last edition of these Medi- 
tations, having a great opinion of his 
judgement; and I am one amongst the niul- 
titude of his admirers, Avho ought to ac- 
knowledge obligations to him of a very 
high nature. But, first to the author of 
Clarissa. I sincerely confess, never did the 
excellencies of human nature appear so 
beautiful, nor ever did I behold the duties 
of a Christian in so clear, so striking, , and 
so amiable a light : they make even life a 
trifle, and death look lovely. Then, what 
have I to thank you both for ? This shews 
of what use amusement is, when religion, 
piorality, and every good instruction, are 

to 
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to be inculcated. If you think proper, be 
])leased to return my respects to- the 
Doctor. What is he doing, Sir? Can such 
a genius lie idle ? 

I ha^ve lately read Swift's four last 
volumes, for the first time, and, indeed, 
they overflow with trash*; but the Ser- 
mons I fancy will answer the character 
Lord Orrery has given of them : that upon 
the Trinity I own has given me great 
satisfaction. When one has a mind to 
understand a. thing, and yet finds it im- 
possible, it is a sweet relief to be rea- 
sonably persuaded that there is no ne- 
cessity to understand it And yet my 
good uncle Howe, so I am proud to call 
him, has made an attempt, but I do not 
pretend to judge of it. 

Your eighteen-penny book I shall thank 
you for, but how can you put one upon 
thanking you for eighteen-pence ? I am 
not frightened, and, yet I cannot see Avhy 
you should make me a present of eighteen- 

penc€- 
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pence. Do you think, Sir, so well aa I 
love reading, that I should not be very glad 
to pay for any book you would recom* 
mend ? I should look upon it as an obli- 
gation in a much higher degree, if I 
could have them sent in my own way, 
I really dare hstrdly mention a book ta 
you. It would give me great pleasure if 
you heard of or met with any thing yoja. 
could wish me to uead, that you would 
order it to be sent to the carrier directly ;: 
and^in this you would have no farther 
Wouble than paying for the book^ and 
putting down a memorandum. Let us 
have an account to settle annually, as I da 
with some other friends in town, upon dif- 
ferent occasions.. Would not this have an. 
air of friendly freedom ? And this would 
be an obligation, and 1 love to be obliged 
to you. 

The honour, as you call it, that is done 
to your performances by foreigners, is 

nothing, 
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nothing more than you might have ex- 
pected. But I shall not forgive the French 
translator, for his omissions. The death 
of Belton is one of the finest descriptions^ 
and one of the most useful, though 
shocking pictures, that can be exhibited, 
in my poor opinion. Sinclair's death, in-» 
deed, I am indifferent about; at least I 
thought the discourse concerning it too 
long : but all the rest are beauties, I won- 
der any body could think of parting 
with. Reflections upon his country, in- 
deed, are tender points. He has found 
out that moral instructions, warning, &c, 
were principally in your thoughts; yet 
thinks that you should have preferred 
your story to ev<5ry thing ; spoke like t 
Frenchman, all shew and parade. The ex- 
emplary, the useful, the solid, are too 
weighty for a Frenchman's brain. 

But why should all these tranaactiona 
give you apprehensions for your new 

piece? 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Sd4 lADT BRADSUAIGU^ &C. 

piece r Surely they are rather encourage- 
ments. I allow 3'0U| a man should know 
when to give over^ but he should also 
know how long to proceed. I have a 
notion it will be thought a more spirited 
piece than any you have written. There 
^re some of the familiar conversations 
that I could wish to see upon the stage. 

And is it really not to be published till 
next winter ? Ah me ! — What shall I do ? 
When you said it was in the press, I ex- 
pected it in a month, to be sure. But do 
not let me peep, I would rather not 
peep. I wish I had not read a word 
Qfit. 

Your's, 

D. Bradshaigh. 
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TO LAJDY BRADSHAIGH. 

Feb.24j 175S. 

irloMT condescendingly kind is it in your 
Ladyship, to say that you suffer by my 
silence. Never, I hope, will I, for my 
own sake, be guilty of the same fault, to 
the like degree. 

As to the debate between us, on axer* 
tain subject, it is time to have done with 
it^ when there can be no hope, and, to own 
the truth, no wish, on my side, to con- 
vince you ; and when the doctrine is such 
a strange one, that it is shocking to your 
nature. It is a strange doctrine in Eng- 
land : may it ever be so, say I ! 

Your Ladyship has answered a question 
that I put, very cordially. A great deal 
might be inferred from the concession; 

but 
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but I want not to have the doctrine pro« 
pagated* llie quite contrary is mine, and 
shall always be so in every thing that I 
obtrude on the public. I love not to 
shake old foundations, nor to revive no- 
tions which the laws of our country 
favour not ; but the contrary. Th? fault 
lies, you are pleased to say, in our corrupt 
nature, and not in the institution. I blame 
not the institution. I could say much on 
this subject, as you put it, and something 
from your own words : *^ So fond are our 

sex of variety ! " Ah, Madam ! But I 

think we will quit this subject. Yet, in 
the doing it, 1 cannot forbear to say, that 
I admire your Ladyship, for your charm- 
ing vivacity, as well as condescending 
goodness, expressed in the concluding 
part of the paragraph that relates to the 
debate on this subject — so shocking to 
th^ ears of our English ladies, and which 
yoa have so fully exposed and answered, 
by saying you did not like iu 

You 
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You have no doubt, it seemS) Madam, 
that men have the advantage of women^ 
in judgement* You think, in general, thi» 
is undeniably so. Be so good as to tell 
me why, in nature^ it should be generally so^ 
, men and women being supposed to have the 
same opportunities ? Not that I am wil- 
ling to doubt of any point that you, Ma* 
dam, have considered^ and have yourself 
no doubt about. A persuasion of this, 
your Ladyship says, makes women's sub- 
mission the easier. Is the submission easy^ 
I am glad of it, with all my heart; because 
humility and meekness are, with me, cha* 
racteristic graces in the sex* ** Were we 
sure, adds your Ladyship^ that our strength 
and weapons were equal, we should be ad- 
dicted to contention*" Womdn, then, are 
not so now : I am no less glad of that, I 
profess* Well, then, I will take it foi* 
granted, that no women contest a point 
with their husbands, but those who are 
fully convinced that they have a supe* 

noritf 
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riority of understanding. In the pap^rsr 
of this day, is an instance given in point, 
in vulgar life. A soldier and his wife had 
high woids: the good Avoman seems not 
to have been convinced, that her husband 
had a superiority of understanding; he 
yielded not to her that palm; she then 
resolved to exert her bodily strength ; she 
took up the poker, cracked his crown, and 
laid ban prostrate and speechless at her 
feet I went to a neighbour, sent him to her 
husband on pretence of business, and ab-* 
sconded. The man is judged to be irre- 
coverable : yet, to borrow your Ladyship's 
words, ^'this woman was commanded, and 
she vowed submission}" but she found not 
that want of power (nor, as it seems, of 
will, therefore), which you say is *' an fex-» 
cellent security for a woman's perforipftilce 
of her marriage rowsi" Did I not tell 
your Ladyship of a certain wiger I had 
kid ?^ But let me say, good Madam, that 
we must change sides, if you are thus 

severe 
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severe upon your sex : I must not allow 
any body to be so but myself. But let 
me, without attempting to resume the 
shocking subject that is so contrary to the 
intireness of a single affection, observe, 
that had' polygamy been the establish^ 
ment, this honest woman, instead of using 
the poker, might have been one of the 
wives, Avho, like those in the fable, would 
hav6 been culling the hairs from hiisi head^ 
whether black or grey, that would have 
made him appear more suitable to her- 
self 

If opportunity should offer, and it Hes 
upon you to fix it, accelerate. Madam, the 
happy schemes! It is late in my day- 
Night Cometh, when — wishes only will 
remain ! O, that I may be orice ttiore in 
the way of being acquainted with the ear-, 
nestlj^ wished -for freedom of that tongue 
to which you say (fie upon you ! my d^ar 
Lady Bradshaigh, if you ^ay you are free 
with it to every body dse) I am a stran- 
ger ! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 liR. RtCHARDSO^ 

ger ! You compare it with the freedoth 
of your pen — How am I honoured, de* 
lighted, with your pen I Why would you 
restrain yourself in conversation ? 

Charming, and equally kind, is yout- 
hint of suicide ! But what can I say- 
to it? 

Another dteadful story of a monster of 
ti man ! Poor young lady ! Yet there are, 
who say there never \vas so bad a man as 
Lovelace* You will ifaake me hate my 
own sex. 

I have not yet seen the Meditations and 
Reflections^ by a Person of Honour. I will 
give it a reading, in obedience to you.^ — 
** But you must remember^ says your La- 
dyship, it neVer was designed for {Publica- 
tion ; but It falling into the hands of a 
grand-daughter's husband, he gave it to 
the public*'' Ah, my dear Lady Brad- 
ishaighi take care of application ! This 
piece was at first cautiously, and without 
name^ given to the public. The name 

seems 
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Stems not to be affixed, till the author's 
fame was established by the Avork. Do 
not you knovr, that to the breath of an 
injunction, a death-bed one, too, we owe 
tlie preservation of the iEneid of the im- 
mortal Virgil, condemned by him to the 
flarfies, as an unfinished work, which had 
not his last hand ? 

Dr. Middleton was a very fine writer. 
Pity, tbat disappointment, in his worldly 
views, sjiould have determined him to 
make his aeglecters of the Hierarchy, &c. 
feel the importance of his talents, and 
how^ significant he could have been to the 
cause he opposed, had he been received as 
he knew his weight deserved. Guthrie is 
less concerned to whiten, right or wrong, 
the character of his hero ; while Middle- 
ton is as much the panegyrist as the his- 
torian. I think I may promise you plea- 
sure, in reading Gibber s piece : he is can- 
did and impartial, and does justice both 
to Middleton and Gicero. I forget the 
title, but will cause it to be sent you. 

VOL, VI. M Cassius 
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Cassius was an ill man himself. I think 
it is very characteristic, in the Duke of 
Buckinghamshire, to put such a speech in 
Cassius's mouth of Cicero. And what did 
he, but pray for a curse upon himself? 
He met with it. 

There is a little piece written by Archi- 
bald, Earl of Argyll, about the year I660, 
by way of advice to his son : I will send 
you one. Do not be frightened, the price 
is but eighteen-pence. There are, I re- 
member, fine things in it. I believe. Ma- 
dam, that if such a low-classed scribbler 
as he is, who is now addressing himself 
to the Lady of Haigh, could but bend 
his mind to reading, he would better em- 
ploy his time in collecting the wisdom of 
past times, than in obtruding upon the 
world his own crudities. He has, for a 
trial, classed under particular heads, al- 
phabetically, the Proverbs of Solomon, 
Ecclesiastes, the Books of Wisdom, and 
Ecclesiasticus, and called k (though he 

has 
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has not yet taken it into his heax:l to pub- 
lish it) Simplicity the True Sublime. Those 
books are a treasure of morality. 

The Female Quixote is written by a 
woman, a favourite of the author of The 
Rambler : Lennox, her name. Her hus- 
band and she have often visited me toge- 
ther. Do not you think, however her 
heroine over-acts her part, that Arabella 
is amiable and innocent? The writer has 
genius. She is hardly twenty-four, and 
has been unhappy. She wrote a piece, 
called Harriet Stuart. I was very desi- 
rous that the compliment to the author 
of Clarissa should be omitted. Those 
compliments are generally looked upon as 
marks of particular favour from one wri- 
ter to another; and, like praises dedica- 
tory, can shew only one person's, and not 
the world's, good opinion. 

My vanity, however, has been raised by 
a present sent me of a translation of Cla- 
rissa, in the German language, in eight 
M 2 volumes,^ 
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volumes, from the celebrated Dr. Ilaller, 
Vice- Chancellor of the University of 
Gottingen; and by two volumes neatly 
printed, of the same, in Dutch, by an emi- 
nent hand, M. Stinstra, of Haarlingen, in 
Friesland, who is going on >vith the tran- 
slation, two volumes at a time; also by a 
present of the same work, in twelve thin 
volumes in French, translated by the 
Abb6 Provost, author of the Dean of Co- 
Icrain, and other pieces. But this gentle- 
man has thought fit to omit some of the 
most affecting parts ; as the death of Bel- 
ton ; Miss Howe's lamentation over tlie 
corpse of her friend ; Sinclair's death, 
and remorse ; and many of the letters ; 
(though with some commendation) that 
passed between Lovelace and Belford, after 
Clarissa's death, with some apologies, that, 
a lady, who understands the language, says, 
imply a reflexion on his nation. He treats 
the story as a true one ; and sfiys, in one 
place, that the English editor has often 

sacrificed 
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sacrificed his story to moral instructions, 
M^arnings, &c. — the very motive with me, 
of the story's being written at all. 

I am written to from these several trans- 
lators, to furnish them with sheets as 
printed, of my new piece ; but, think you. 
Madam, that all these honours done to my 
Clarissa, (nor has Pamela, the poor Pame- 
la, been neglected by them), do not give 
me apprehensions for my new piece ? in- 
deed they do. A man of my time of life 
and infirmities should know m hen to give 
over. There would have perhaps been a 
greater assurance of a favourable recep- 
tion, had I^ as I once intended, left to 
executors the disposal of the piece. But 
nineteen or twenty volumes, (crowded 
volumes,) to be written by one obscure 
man ! — I shrink at the thoughts of them. 

I heard the greatest part of the Game- 
ster read by Mr. Garrick, before it was 
brought upon the stage. On the whole, 
I much liked it. I thought it a very af- 
M 3 fecting 
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fecting performance. There are faults in 
it ; but I think it a moral and seasonable 
piece. 

Sir Roger does the poor Pamela great 
honour, in giving her another perusall 
Pamela is a good girl, and was right in 
dreading polygamy. 

I do not know why I did not mention 
Dr. Young's Tragedy. No reason for it| 
but hurry and forgetfulness. Will it be 
hereafter believed, that the Earl of Essex 
had a run ; and that a play of tlie author 
of the Night Thoughts was acted to thin 
houses but just eight nights ? The Doc^ 
tor, you have heard, intended the benefit 
accruing to an author, to go to the Socie-^ 
ty for propogating the Gospel. — He, find* 
ing it did not answer his expectations, as 
to ])rofits, took them to himself, (not 4001.) 
and gave a thousand guineas to that so- 
ciety. I had some talk with him on this 
great action. *' I alwaj^s, said he, intended 
to do something handsome by this society-. 

Had 
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Had I deferred it to my demise, I should 
have given away my son's money : all 
the world are inclined to pleasure ; I my- 
self love pleasure as much as any man ; 
could I have given myself a greater by 
disposing of the same sum to a different, 
use, I should have done it." 

May it be ifi your power, Madam, to 
accelerate the schemes you so kindly men- 
tion ! You flatter my vanity in telling 
me one of your inducements i^ to favour 
me and mine with your presence. I thank 
you,. Madam, for your kind wishes and 
prayers : may the effects of them be re- 
turned to you, and your dear Sir Roger, 
and all you both love and honour, prays, 
Madam, 

Your ever faithful and 
affectionate humble servant, 

S. RiCHARDSOX., 



M 4 TO 
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TO LADY BUADSlIAlOli. 



June 2, nx. 

-And 80 I tell your Ladyship no news, 
when I say, that your sex may conquer by 
yielding ! Think you, Madam, that I told 
you that as news ? Have I forgot, could 
I forget, a certain lady's beautiful con* 
quest in the alterations she procured to be 
made for her husband's conveniencei 
which he would have dispensed with, be- 
cause his own convenience was only to be 
found in them ? 

^l But, after all, asks your Ladyship, is 
it not a tyrannical, a pitiful bravery, in a 
man, to expect a poor woman (how 
pitifully you speak of your sex !) to yield, 
only that a man may shew the power of 
prerogative, and gratify his pride, by join- 
ing 
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ing an obligation to his conquest?"-—. 
Equally pitiful and tyrannical where thisr 
is the case. But why need this be sup- 
posed to be the case? If men, as your 
Ladyship allows, have superior under- 
standings to women, why need the pride 
of prerogative be supposed to be his in- 
ducement to wish his inferior in sense 
to^ give up her will to his; especially, 
when she had not beei^ his, had she not 
vowed, at the altar, obedience to him ? 
May not a good husband wish his wife to 
yield to him in points, in which her con- 
science is not concerned, in order to re- 
ward her by his gratitude, and save her 
the trouble of debating with him an 
avowed duty, for the promoting of their 
mutual happiness? What a picture does 
your Ladyship draw of this dutiful, this 
yielding wife ; smiling in her heart to 
think tliat her yielding is only to make 
him ridiculous ; ** and that she can, with 
one gentle stroke, poor woman !" as you 
M 5 say, 
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say, vanquish' her strotting hero ! " Ne- 
vertheless, as this yielding generally, (adds 
your Ladyship; laughing, as I presume,) 
has a mighty pretty effect, I think I must 
put the yielding down as the hest me- 
thod — of doing what ? — Why, of bring- 
ing down these strutting lordly hus- 
l)an(ls to be their wives laughing stocks," If 
thus, my dear Lady Bradshaigh paints the 
yielding wives, in what colours would she 
draw the refractory and contentious ones, 
Imd not Solomon done it for her, by 
placing them on the house-tops, to frigliten 
away the enemy ? Yet how came Solomon, 
with his three hundred wives, to know 
any thing of the contentious women ? If 
he wrote their characters from experi- 
ence, the Great Turk's Seraglio was a 
much better ordered Seraglio than his, 
with all his wisdom. See, Madam, how 
natumlly you bring to one's mind poly- 
gamy, where you make even yielding 

wives 
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wives make a jest of their husbands, —r 
Poor men ! — say I. 

I agree with your Ladyship, in placing 
Lord Orrery in an easy chair; there let 
him sleep unmolested, for us. He has 
raised a hornet's nest about him : may he 
be safe from their stings ! 

If your Ladyship repeat ypur commands, 
I will give Swift's Sermon on the Trinity, 
a reading. But, as I hinted in my last, 
I have no notion of men's attempting to 
explain a mystery. In short, I am afraid 
of raising doubts in my own mind, which 
I cannot, from the nature of the subject, 
lay. All that concerns us to know 
for the conduct of our life, in order to fill 
us with a blessed hope, is plain and easy. 

I did write, that I was angry and af- 
fronted : but, dear Madam, let me blush- 
ingly ask you, was not the sum, you were 
afraid to be benefited by me, so very, 
trifling a one — as cannot be named — 

eight- 
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cigliteen-pence ? — It is out — And these, 
Madaniy were the words which I said I wa» 
affronted at — ** I cannot see why you 
should make me a present of eighteen- 
pence. Do you think, Sir, so well as I 
love reading, that I should not he very 
glad to pay for any book you would re- 
commend ?" — Consider these words, dear 
Madam. Had I not reason to say I wa* 
affronted? Could 1 think^ could you,^ 
that I had given occasion for such a 
question ? You cannot imagine. Madam, 
tliat I could say I was affronted by any 
opportunity you should favour me with, 
to do you either pleasure or service ? — 
Your Ladyship much surprized me by the 
serious passages in the letter before 
me. 

What do you think, Madam? I just 
now got upon a chair, and, taking the 
liberty to put the book in the hand of your, 
picture over my chimney. — *^ Forgive me, 
good Sir Roger, (who looks directly at you, 

you 
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you know, Madam) but, Go, naughty 
Lady Bradshaighi — • At last, can yoa 
be capable of a misconstruction, and be 
angry, or grave upon it, and form un- 
friendly resolutions? — Go, naughty Lady 
Bradshaigh ! — I never received so un- 
expected an answer/ This, Madam, I 
will say, that I cannot make it up with 
you (your dear Sir Roger shall be judge 
between us), till you revoke your reso-r 
lution, and honour me Avith some com- 
missions." 

A passage follows, about delighting 
to teaze, &c. But your Ladyship's seri- 
ousness or gravity, in the passages above 
quoted, in whiqh, I am sure, I meant no 
teazing, sticks with me; and I will not 
touch upon it. I could not really offend 
you, for the world. On some subjects, 
I should have had a sort of triumph, 
in trying your charming temper. But 
that I have just mentioned is, not one of 
them. 

'' Fool 
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** Fool that I was, to give you the op- 
portunity to treat me with disrespect;" 
have I heard very good ladies say, before 
now ; but must do myself the justice to 
declare, that I never before gave cause 
for this to be said to me by a lady. I 
am sorry, that, where I must venerate — 
But let me express my penitence by a 
blank. — I am sure. Madam, you have 
made me grave. 

S. Richardson. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

June 6, 1753. 

J \rsT setting out upon a week's ramble, 
wishing myself at home again before I set 
out ! It is a most vexatious thing, to pay 
visits for the sake of form only. Some 

friends, 
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friends, however, I hope to see, who will 
recompense me for all the rest. I mtend 
not to answer your whole letter, till my re- 
turn. But there is a necessity for writing 
off a certain quarrel. 

I believe, Sir, you are determined to 
think me in the wrong in every thing I 
have said relating to this quarrel. When 
you told me you would send the book, 
you bid me not be frightened, it was but 
eighteen-pence. I answered I was not 
frightened, yet I could not see why you 
should make me a present of eighteen- 
pence. I cannot yet see why, nor do I 
think it was very unnatural or ill-bred to 
make use of the expression, in answer to 
your caution. And yet this was the af- 
front, which, after considering the words 
as you desire, I cannot find out for my 
life ; meaning, thpugh the sum was so tri- 
fling, I could not see why any.bookj^ that 
you would recommend, should not be pla- 
ced to my account, even though it was 

but 
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but of sixpence value. Did not I say, I 

would thank you for your eighteen -penny- 
book; though I asked youy why you would 
put me upon thanking you for it? In very 
good humour I am sure I asked you this^ 
and thought it a proper time to make a pro- 
posal, in what manner I sliould be gjad to 
be obliged to you for the fature. But, in^ 
stead of your compliance, comes Mr. Gib- 
ber's book, the title of which I only de- 
sired. And I must own, there are few 
things more disagreeable to me, than to 
desire a friend to recommend or procure 
any thing, be it ever so triflings and then 
to put it upon the foot of a present. I al- 
ways take it for a reprimand, some would 
say an affront, and seldom trouble that 
person again. Though I protest I did not 
carry it to that height, in my mind, which 
you seemed to think my words imply. — 
You are much more serious than I in- 
tended to be ; especially in your repeating 
Ayhat I said of the threatened blow. Sup- 
posing 
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posing me to be in an ill humour before, 
it was plainly gone off wlien I pretended 
to scold you for thinking an apology ne- 
cessary only for returning a challenge 
I should never have given, without hope 
of a return. I forgive you, Sir, for shew- 
ing your resentment to my picture : — I 
should have forgiven you,, had it been to 
the original ; but I could never forgive 
you, should you forbear your correction, 
whenever you think me faulty. If still 
I am so in your opinion, I shall be sorry ; 
but I am not sensible of being so, in any 
degree : yet, if that is the light I appear 
in to you, I sincerely thank you for let- 
ting me know it* You are so good to call 
it my first appearing hastiness, but seem 
to think that word too favourable. If you 
knew my heart, you would not think so ; 
you would then know^ it was full as 
much as my meaning deserved, however 
my words might appear, which I think 
you must have looked upon with an un^- 

common 
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common magnifying glass : uncommon, I 
sa}', because you have generally made use 
of the contrary, in favour to me, when I 
think I have been less deserving of it. — - 
I am sure, Sir, you never asked yourself^ 
Am I doing what I wish should be done 
to me ? Let that be as it will, you did the 
thing that of all things I dislike. I must 
repeat, the sum was quite out of the ques- 
tion. Had it been a larger, I might have 
been apprehensive of an affront; but as it 
was so trifling, I should have thought it 
impossible to suppose it could have been 
taken notice of for any reason, but the 
one of letting you know I was averse to 
the manner, in which, however, your kind 
intention was visible, and not that I re- 
sented it But if you will call it resent- 
ment, do not you know what pretended 
resentments mine are towards you ? Your 
anger, I know, M^as all in good humour ; 
mine was not in a bad one. I only told 
you, seriously, what I disapproved ; but 

from 
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from no unfriendly motive, though you 
told my picture so. And there is a pat 
for your pat. 

The coach at the door already ! what 
shall I do ? Go away but half reconciled. 
Bless me, what a hurry ! Say I am coming 
this moment : but first let me, in perfect 
charity, bid you adieu for one week, 

June 12. — After an excursion, very agree- 
i.ble for the most part, 1 am returned to 
my nevertheless endeared home : my thirst 
for that being more than equal to my 
thirst occasioned by clouds of dust, and 
the hottest weather I have felt these two 
years. When I was most happy amongst 

my friends at , there was felt, on 

the 8th instant, a shock of an earthquake, 
which, though I M^as not sensible of, 
greatly sunk my spirits.*' It was felt all 
over this county, in Cheshire, and York- 
shire; but, thanks to the Almighty, no 
harm done. 

You 
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You know my timorous nature, in re- 
gard to these calamitous threatenings : 
but I found myself, the day after it hap- 
pened, easy and free from dread; for 
which blessing, I can never be enouo;h 
thankful to my good and merciful God. 
Is there any pain or misery equal to fear 
or terror ? 

Now to your paragraph, beginning — 
•* Books again!" — Yes, books again. 
Haw was it possible to help it, after I had 
just read them through? ** My thanks 
were neither desired, (I did not suppose 
they were,) nor accepted." Were they 
not so, cross-patch? The books were not 
desired, but were accepted j there, I be- 
lieve, lies my fault. 

Hast thou appealed unto Caesar? Unto 
Ctesar shalt thou go. Dare you, dare you, 
** after above twenty years happy nuptials, 
and after the declaration you heard him 
make," trust to his impartiality? I can 

tell 
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tell you, it will gall him to give his voice 
against me ; yet will justice preponderate — 
of that I am certain* 

Well, Sir! after hearing the case fairly 
stated, these were the words of Caesar : 
" You both designed well, and have both 
been too hasty. A good design ought to 
be received with favour, though the man- 
ner may not coincide with your wishes ; 
therefore, my dear, you ought to have 
taken an opportunity of settling what you 
proposed, at a time when you were not 
embarxassed with an obligation." I soon 
convinced him, that it was impossible. 
He then took your side, and said so much, 
that I thought myself in danger, and was 
upon the point of yielding, when he con- 
x:luded with these words : *' I think, as Mr. 
Richardson had before been made acquaint- 
ed with your thoughts upon the like occa- 
sion, he should not have pursued a thing so 
disagreeable to you, and which, I confess, 
would have been so to me; and, I will 

venture 
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venture to pronounce, would so have been 
to him. Let me advise you, since much 
may be said on both sides, to cease hosti- 
lities, and enter into promissory articles 
never to do the like again/' Well, says I, 
if you would have me propose it, I will. 
But, since you think me in the right — 
** Nay, not so right neither; but, if you 
were two absolute strangers to me, I should 
rather take your side of the question.** 
Very well, my dear; I am a little in 
haste : if you please, we will conclude 
here : shutting the door at the same time, 
and I came away so much more confirmed 
in my own opinion, that I could not help 
saying to myself, this man might have been 
acquitted, if he had not appealed unto 
Caesar. 

Indeed, I was very well pleased with 
the Art of Tormenting ; and I still like it 
better, as it is wrote by a friend of your's. 
The little knowledge I had of the author, 
gave me to understand her sense and in- 
genuity 
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genuity were uncommon. I admire the 
whole of this Httle piece, but the last half 
pleases me best. I am sorry to say it ; 
but I know the woman, who, I verily 
believe, would behave exactly in the man- 
ner of that perverse creature described on 
the Windsor expedition. 

I have often spoke of the art with which 
the two Miss Colliers take a Hkeness iu 
cut paper ; and sometimes could scarcely 
gain credit ; and I own it almost appears 
incredible. I beheve there is a sort of 
<:onnexion between drawing faces and cha- 
racters, in which Miss Colliei- seems to 
*excel. 

But, is it not strange, that you could 
not mention the art of tormenting, with- 
out applying it to a friend of mine? 
** You tell me, you have heard her say." 
She positively denies that. You would 
have it, she took delight in tormenting, 
but she never acknowledged it ; and, to 

say 
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say the truth, if she did torment, it was 
not designedly, unless her memory fails 
her. But, in some circumstances in life, 
it is thought pretty to complain of suffer- 
ing torments, only to excite compassion, 
and a look of tenderness, by way of bal- 
sam; and then, to be sure, it must be said, 
that somebody delights in tormenting. 

What may be thought of Mr. Cifeber's 
performance I know not ; but I think it is 
wrote with great spirit. The more judi- 
cious and grave part of his readers may 
think him rather too flighty sometimes ; 
at others, too low, too full of little ex- 
pressions and conceits, bringing in a piece 
of an old song, or the like : but, as he 
always apologizes for them, we will sup- 
pose they might be looked over, were they 
really faults, which I do not take upon 
me to determine. I know he pleases me 
in the favour he shews to Caesar, which 
appears to me just. I cannot indeed think 
^ so 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



T 



h. 






^ 






i 



^ 



.r 



tin 




S -I ^ - 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



s 
>: 



i 









4 



ii 



^^ 









■ 



t 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



J 



•^••-iWWMMppi 



■Wfl^CSS^ 



•1 



^' 



-i 



^ 






.^ 

-^ 



^^ 



1 



4 ' 



1 1-^ 









i 










1^ 



v^ rs 



M 

•^ •! 



a^ 1 






^ 



Si lift"- 



^ 



^. 



:^ 



^4 1 

J 1 '^^ 



^ H"^^ 



■>i 



n 






I 




^ 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



i 



1 







I' 











Q< 






Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



de 




§ I 






(I ^ 






X 

^ 
^ 



^ - 




I \ 



i 

.1 





:M, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Digitized by VjOOQ I 



f 



i 



Y 





1^^ 


^ 


1 ^ 




' ' x' 


1 -' 



^ 4 



^^ 



S, 






-<^ -'U^ 



•^ 



t 

^l^" 

^ 



^.§i 







l^tl"^ 



>S 









r 

> 



1 









(^ i.;r^i4-^ 



; r 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



!■ -H-- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 














r- 




Mi ^ 






>^ 



c 



>■; i -^^ 



r^ 



y 



13 



he^T. 'fUl e^ OjU/L!^ 0>-h// ca*^^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



p 



'•'mi."^'^'T--Sl^f • 






Digitized by VjOOQIC 






v^i.-s^^^pc-sr^' '*'^w:^.''"'.:^*?RBWi?Tr^*'-t-^ 




Digitized by VjOOQIC 







^^^5'^ 



r 



f^t 








^TT^ . 



tr 



^ 



'^<rryy" 




1 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WITH MR. RICHAEDSOJr. 2^5 

s6 gently of his conduct, mth the aban- 
doned Cleopatra in Egypt, as Mr. Cibber 
i^eais to do ; but his thoughts are consis- 
tent with his character. 
. * Your's, &c. 

D. BradsBaigh. 



TO LADY BRADSHAIGH. 

June 28, 1755% 

X AM very sorry that the visits between 
you and Miss Talbot j^rere so very panto* 
mime. How could it be, so well as each 
of you were acquainted with the merits of 
the other? Might not the maiden lady 
expect more unreservedness from the mar- 
ried one, than the latter might from her ? 
The lady of Waterstoch, so well known to 
you both, and so justly beloved by both, 
introducing each to the other, too! I 
knew if the excellent prelate were present, 
vojL. VI. ar it 
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it would lay you under some little restraint 
at first ; but that I questioned not would 
soon be overcome, and your mind, and 
that of Miss Talbot, would mingle as one. 
Ladies of birth, and families so genteel 
too ; so used to company, and the pohtest 
conversation ! — had such an awkward, 
underbred soul, as I, been one of the per- 
sons, excuses would have lain for me ; 
and justice would have called upon efery 
politer person, such especially as Lady 
Bradshaigh, to pity me ! But the two vi- 
sitants^ Lady Bradshaigh and Miss Talbot, 
who were prepared to admire each other; 
one of whom 4iad made essays in town to 
see the other ; to be, when they met, so 
silent, so — what shall I call it? How 
could it be ! Indeed, I have taken the 
liberty to blame the maiden lady too. 
How easy was it for either to change first- 
taken distant seats for nearer, and to fall 
into free conversation! Where the com- 
pany was mixed, how natural for two 

ladies 



Digitized by. 



Googlf 



WITH LADY BRADSHAIGH. 267 

ladies to engage each other's attention, 
though the subjects had been no other 
than of books, of persons of note, of cli- 
mate in counties so remote as are those 
of Lancashire and Oxford. But here, be- 
cause you had so much to say, to say no- 
thing ! O dear, O dear ! what a perver- 
sity on both sides ! Wish me at Water- 
stoch ! Wish me at Hillsbury ! Yes, in- 
deed ! I am almost glad, on occasion of 
these two dumb visits, that I was not able 
to be a witness of them. Sir Roger un- 
happily absent too ! How unlucky ! A 
conversation betwecH the prelate and the 
baronet must have induced a greater free- 
dom between the ladies ! Shall I transcribe 
a few lines, from a letter of the maiden 
lady, relating to this interview? Forgive 
me, Mi^ Talbot, I will. Now, Madam, 
arm yourself with patience. You remem- 
ber the account you give of yourself? 
Prepare — I am a very woman in loving to 
teaze and amuse. 

N 2 I had 
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I had written to that lady as follows — 
** I shall be giad to know your opinion of 
Lady Bradshaigh, when you have seen 
her. She rises upon us in every visit after 
the first : but I take the liberty to tell her, 
she has an air of reserve to new acquaint- 
ance. This may possibly be added to by 
the reverence she has for the qualities of 
certain ladies, who intended to see her on 
Alonday last : more especially if another 
excellent personage accompanied them.'* 

Now read what Miss Talbot says in 
answer : " I saw Lady Bradshaigh but 
twice. She came hither in a morning, 

with IVIrs. W ^ and was very easy, 

and conversible, and agreeable." (How 
came the Lady of Haigh to take such 
liberties with herself ?) **We like her ex- 
tremely." (Look you there now !) *'Ther# 
is an open honesty of countenance, a dif- 
fident liveliness of manner, and a good 
sense and good nature in what she says, 
that one must be pleased with," (Now^ 

your 
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j^our Ladyship must know that Miss Tal- 
bot is one of the sincerest of women.) 
^* My Lord went with us to Waterstoch, but 
Sir Roger was unluckily rode out There 
was a mixed company, and as I could 
not, because I wished it, for nothing was 
easier, had I managed cleverly," (hence, 
Madam^ the Kberty I have taken to chide 
Miss Talbot) " contrive to sit near her, 
the cmiversation was constrained, and I 
had no chat with her at all." Are you not 
now. Madam, sorry that the married lady 
made notmore advances to the maiden lady ? 
I am sure, if you had made the least motion, 
Miss Talbot would have managed more 
cleverly than she did. I am disappointed, 
I can tell you. Madam, at your cold praise, 
taken upon trust too, of Miss Talbot. 

I am, indeed, wholly engrossed by 
building and business — yet have time to 
spare, as I have done writing for the 
public. Divert and amuse me by your 
agreeable commands. In want of such, 
' K 3 my 
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my head runs faster than the workmen's 
hands, and is more perplexed and stupid 
than usual. 

I congratulate your Ladyship, and your 
dear Sir Roger, again and again, on your 
happy arrival at Haigh. God long con* 
tinue to both there your health, and in* 
crease your comforts, prays, and all mine 
join in the prayer. 

Your Ladyship's ever obliged 
and faithful humble servant, 

S. Richardson. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

July 25y 1755. 

X ou are so kind, and so pressing, to 
give yourself trouble on our account, that 
I know not what to say to you. Sir Ro- 
ger cries, Thatyour being a man of busi- 
ness, and diligent in that business, is a 

reason 
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reason why we should not add to that 
weight you aheady.bear. I answer, Con- 
sider his words, and consider his sincerity. 
Aye, but then consider what he will en- 
dure, to serve his friends. Well, and is 
not that, the business of his life, prefera- 
bly to all others ? Very true. And, if I 
know him at all, the pleasure he takes in 
that servitude will greatly overbalance th€ 
trouble ; so let us only think of giving 
him a pleasure, and let that solve to our- 
selves, like all selfish people, what perhaps 
would more than appear as really giving 
trouble to a disinterested staiid^r-by. — 
And so. Sir, you are adopted our friendly, 
loving, trusty banker. 

I have a notion that you are acquainted 
with honest people of every profession ; 
therefore, you must not be surprized if I 
apply to you upon all occasions. And this 
puts me in mind of Mr. C , who, ho- 
nest and humane as he is, may, neverthe- 
less, be the better for your atquaintance. 

N 4 You 
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You once told me he maintained a very 
odd argument; and I am informed hit 
principles are so, in the religious sense : — 
but if he is not one of the obstinate, and 
will hear reason, his correspondence with 
you may open his eyes, and cause a new 
light to shine before them« 

Bless me, Sir, how you scold ! I have 
a great mind not to bear it. I desired you 
would not be very angry ; and I thought 
you would not, when I told you the true 
reason of my reserve. My letter, like 
some former ones, was left at Parsons* 
Green, where you answered il^ or you 
would have been more gentle in your con- 
demnation. Pray look it over, before you 
write again, and tell me if I did not say 
that ** Miss Talbot seems very agreeable, 
and deserving, and, I dare say, is as good 
as you and all her friends think her ; and, 
that her looks answered her charac- 
ter, is too well known to need farther 
explanation/' This you call cool praise. 

Ida 
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I do not think it so, from a stranger ; for, 
you know, I cannot commence acquain- 
tance all at once. You prepared Miss TaK 
bot to ej^pect that shyness, that uncon- 
querable shyness, which appears so much 
to my disadvantage in a first visit. But 
you also prepared her — Ah, Sir — no rising 
in the second visit ! However, I thank 
you, since I must have appeared worse, 
had she not been prepared, and which I 
am sensible of, by her expressions in my 
favour, of which I am vain. The diffidence 
she found out, pleases me ; and I hope 
that win be an excuse for all my disagreea- 
ble and ill-timed reserves. Thus far I am 
willing to take blame to mysel€ The 
marrij^d lady ought to havfe made more 
advances. But the married lady, upon 
some occasions, is an arrant sheep's face* 
I can only promise to behave better for 
the future, and shall very much wish for 
an opportunity to make myself more de- 
serving the good opinion of Miti Talbot, 

who, 
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who, I do assure you, stand's high iil 
mine. 

I have but lately finished Leknd's ex- 
cellent work, and your kind present. I 
greatly admire the plain, easy st^de, in 
which he writes. His cool, mild, and 
impartial arguments, to me, at least, who 
was prepared to receive them favourably, 
seem strong and satisfactory : and my 
Lord of Bolingbroke, with all his vast 
capacity, but vaster assurance, he often 
makes appear even an idiot, and that 
lyithout any glare of wit or brow-beating 
language, like his Lordship's, but only by 
explaining and undressing his ornament- 
ed, ill-designed doctrine, 

I had, last post, a letter from my dear 

sister , with three enclosed from 

Lady S g to her ; in whose praises, 

perhaps, she might think me too cool : in- 
deed, I said but little in the compliment- 
ing strain- She seems bent upon making 
me love her ; and, if she is sincere in her 

professions 
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professions of friendship, I do love het 
for that. But, from my own knowledge 
of her, from one hour's knowledge, what 
judgement could I form ? Perhaps, if any, 
it might be to the disadvantage of the 
lady, and very unjustly ; first appearances 
are often false. I have a reason, however, 
for hoping so, which may make me appear 
cool, when 1 am only cautious. This is 
not. a farther excuse for my behaviour to 
the lady before mentioned, towards whom 
my heart is strongly bent, and whose cha- 
racter, had I never seen her, would have 
demanded my love and esteem. I am 
sure she is deserving ; I hope the other is * 
so too. 

Sir Roger and I are quite alone, and the 
weather so extremely bad that I have not 
had an opportunity of even walking in the 
garden these three weeks, which makes 
this place not quite so pleasant as usual. 
But here I am happy, nevertheless; am 
pretty well in health, though I cannot 

say 
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say it is quite established : but I have no 
great cause for complaint, God be praised. 
I want nothing but a few of my particular 
friends ; in the first rank of whom stands 
a family at Parson's Green, whose com- 
pany would add greatly to the satisfac* 
tion of 

Their obliged and 

affectionate humble servant^ 
D. Brapsuaigh. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

May 20, 1757. 

X WAS in hopes to have given myself the 
pleasure, last post, of complying with 
good Mr. Richardson's kind request ; but 
the necessary hurry of business, after a 
seven months absence, rendered me un- 
able, for a day or two, to set pen to pa- 
per. I am now, thank God, pretty weU 

recovered, 
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recovered, and very composed, consider- 
ing all things ; indeed, I feel myself ex- 
tremely happy, in this quiet and pleasant 
situation ; and yet there is a reflection that 
embitters the sweets I enjoy: you will 
guess it is the impossibility of seeing my 
friends at a distance. Wherever I am, 
that must be the case, and it is a pain, of 
which, if I could wish to be insensible, I 
should rather deserve contempt than pity ; 
therefore I take comfort in my misfortune. 
When I took my friend out of his strong 
hold (for you are locked up. Sir, in my ab-^ 
sence), *^ come, says I, take your told 
post, look over me whilst I write, and try 
if you can keep me in better order than 
you used to do/' And you looked as if 
you would say, *^ I might indeed try, but 
I now know you too well, to give my- 
self any trouble upon that account ;" and^ 
with your usual mildness, you left me to 
my ungovernable self. You know what 
a vixen I am. How, if I should, out of 

pure 
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pure contradiction, and to disappoint, re* 
solve to be excessive good, and cautious 
of offending ? O, how you chuckle now, 
** The sex, the sex, exactly !" But hold, 
not so fast; I only said, "how if I should," 
but I do not find myself in a very passive 
humour ; rather ready to fight whenever 
the challenge is given ; nay, I know not, 
but it is already given on my side, and so 
it is your business to answer. 

We find our country in great distress ; 
the poor can scarcely get bread to keep 
life and soul together; and, indeed, we 
heard the same complaints all the way from 
London: grain of all kinds was never known 
so dear by an eighth part, in the memory 
of the oldest man living ; and yet many 
wealthy farmers have it in their power to 
feed the hungry, at a handsome profit, and 
refuse to hear their cries ! They have 
stores laid up, and there will bei stores laid 
up for them, if timely repentance does not 
save them. Here is subject for the hu^ 

manist. 
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manist Take the pen, Sir, and give your 
friend a paper that will animate these 
stones ; — the farmera I mean. 

*' More trunks come from the carrier. 
Madam." Burn the trunks ! how dare they 
interrupt me ! hut I Avill come. 

Your affectionate and 

obliged humble servant, 

D. BUADSHAIGH. 

p. S. I hope, Sir, you received a note 
from me, with your daughter's letter en- 
closed, the day we left London. 



TO MR. RICHARDSON. 

June 25, 1757- 

Jb OR your kind congratulations and 
good wishes I am truly thankful ; but must 
hasten to your third paragraph, which is 
such a mixture of kindness and crossness, 
of spite and good-nature, of side-wipes, 
plain upbraidings, and friendly insinua- 
tion^ 
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tioos, that I know not what ta say to it* 
But something I have to say, that I am 
afraid will call your justice in question. 
For " seven months residence in town,** 
please to put down five. For once that I 
sat with you two hours, I believe I may 
venture to write four times at least That 
I did not pay you more frequent visits, at 
Parson's Green, was owing to your being 
so seldom there; and how many times, 
when my sole business was to make a 
visit, in Salisbury-court, you cannot tell ! 
Then I must inform you, four or five 
times, I am sure ; add those to the nine, 
and then I will tell you, that I looked in 
upon you six times oftener than upon any 
one acquaintance new or old, two fami- 
lies excepted. Spiteful memory } it is not 
memory, it is all ingratitude. Blisters 
upon my tongue by dozens ! What busi- 
ness had I to lie against my heart, though 
€ven in joke. But to make up matters 
between us, I believe I did not see you so 

often 
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often as you desired it, and I beg you will 
believe, not so often as I wished it. 

You have forgot, Sir, that the first time 
I saw you, after reading your daughter'd 
letter, I gave you my opinion of it ; that 
I thought it a pretty letter upon an im- 
portant occasion, well considered, and 
shewed an excellent and a humble mind, 
and consistent with her duty to you and 
to herself. 

Perhaps I only said part of this, but I 
thought it all. The style was the style 
you like. And, now I have so fair an op- 
portunity, shall I resume my old spirit of 
eauciness, and find some faults with the 
style you generally make use of from 
children to their parents p Is not the repe- 
tition of so many respectful words, ratli||er 
overdoing it ? Is it not something too for^* 
mal, and does it not seem to throw a child 
at too great a distance from an object 
which, I think, ought to pc apprcmched 
with an easy familiarity, though with lovo 

and 
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and respect ? The having nothing less 
than reverence in tlieir thoughts, may 
create an awe, and occasion a fear, be- 
yond the fear of offending; and a parent 
may lose the endearing tenderness of a 
child, purely out of reverence for him. 

1 have heard you complain of the want 
of freedom in your good, your amiable 
<;hildren. Their high notions of your 
superiority, and their great reverence for 
you, must be the reason, and I love and 
value them for it. Far be it from me to 
take off the reverence due from children 
to their parents, yet I would not have it 
perpetually dropping from their pen ; and 
I should wish it rather, nay, abundantly, 
in the mind, but less in the expression ; yet 
not backward in that, upon proper occa-r 
sions. My excellent 'mother would never 
suffer her children to begin their letters 
with " honoured madam f she said it was 
too stiff: the tender epithets pleased her 
best. If she was dear to us, she doubted 

not 
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not of all the honour she . could wish 
for-- 

I have taken a hint from her, to enlarge 
upon. I own I have often thought the 
letters of your heroines too much crowded 
with these reverential expressions, and 1 
wonder I never told you so before ; but I put 
it off amongst many other things till we met; 

But, Sir, can you bear it? Surely I 
never was so fearlessly impertinent before. 

Very well, then, I am easy. I proceed 
to tell you, I wish myself joy ; for surely 
I see, though only at the wrong end of the 
perspective ; but dp not I see a little minute 
inclinsttion towards resuming the pen? 
Let me have another peep: — it is out of 
dispute ; I now see it plainly. The hand 
pretty steady too; Success to sage tea ! Jf 
your pen should drop, take it up again ; 
let rt know you are its master. Miss 
Talbot will inspire and support you 
on one hand, and I — hold, presuming 
pen ! — and what cap I do? Not stand in 

a line 
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a line with Miss Talbot : far be the 
thought from my humble heart. But I 
will plant myself behind you, clap you on 
the back^ and sometimes give you good 
Words; at others, I will find fault, and 
icold, and say all I think. 

Must I, Sir? — Imay.— Thank you, 
thank you, I love dearly to be humoured, 
and I will be as busy as the best of you; 
and, at the same time, fancy myself like 
a little pert, saucy cur, barking at a sa« 
gacious determined mastiff. 

Having made you into a martiiF, t 
am at a loss to find out» whether it is a 
compliment or a disgrace ; so think it ne« 
ccssary to tell you I mean the former. 

And now, Sir, let us see how you 
will handle the vidm. Do you think| 
you must not take in each hand one — 
the widow of a good husband, and the 
widow of a bad one ? Their behaviour I 
fancy ought to differ, according to the 
thoughts and aflfections of their hearts j 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ti'tTH MR. EICHARDSON. S85 

ind I have a notion the difficulty will 
lie on the side of the latter, the whole 
depending upon prudence : and a widow is 
a woman, you know, without love, esteem, 
or gratitude, and, perhaps^ having their 
contraries to encounter. 

The widow you take so much kind no- 
tice of, I hope is deserving of your love, 
and the hest of us will not be too good^ 
wJien you have mended us. That is your 
thought at this moment, and I am ex- 
pressing it for you, so go on with your 
widows, and improve them if you can. 1 
own the Ufe of a certain person was what 
I had set my heart upon. — I thought it 
might be formed into a story, partly true, 
partly fictitious ; and yet there are ob- 
jections. I am afraid you would be 
reined in too close, by families now in 
being, fearing to give offence, and so, 
perhaps, lose many a grace, very mate- 
rial to the work. 

I was thinking to conclude, but I 

grudge 
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grudge you so much plain paper ; I 
thought I had been going on in the se- 
venth page, but I find, by a blunder, it 
proves the sixth only. 

What shall I talk of, the weather ? — 
If ever weather deserved to make a part 
in conversation, surely it is the present. 
A sky without a cloud; serene, yet re- 
freshing breezes; comfortably warm, but 
not sultry ; the air cooled with the late 
blessed rain, poured upon us by the 
hand of Providence, just as the earth be- 
gan to parch, and has left it rich with its 
verdant and increasing burden, beauti- 
ful to the eye, and joyful to the heart, 
I was going to say of high and low. 
But those wicked monopolizers, I fear, 
have no joy but to enrich themselves 
by the oppression of their fellow crea- 
tures. 

Sir Roger and I hav^ been drinking 
coffee in the Chinese house, sweetly si- 
tuated for such a day as this. You know 

where 
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where it is, under the shade, by the pond 
^ide, near the spot on which your two 
friends are placed. 

We have since spent some time upon 
Mount Pleasant, under the ruin, viewing 
the whole world, and envying no one in 
it, except those who can enjoy the com- 
pany of our absent friends ; that, I hope, 
is not a breach of any commandment. 
There, said I, lies our grand metropolis, 
with all its boasted charms, little in my 
eyes, and, at this glorious season, despi- 
cable to the place I stand upon — yet, 
for the sake of a chosen few, I could wish 
to be confined in its bowels, like the 
prophet in the whale, and on the same 
conditions — which is no mean compliment 
in my present delightful situation. But 
why did not I think ^ of wishing my 
friends with us ? There would be the 
truly eligible. Fie upon it, that odious 
word impossible has half choked me. 
This is Saturday, and I have a pleasure 

iu 
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in thinking, you are breathing the fresh 
air at Parson's Green; I hope, with all 
your family ; concluding every one, at this 
season, must prefer air, verdure, and 
sweets, to smoke, dust, and common 
sewers. Well, now I will release you^ 
but not without friendly compliments to 
and from Sir Roger, and, dear Sir, 
Your obliged and 

£uthful humble servant, 

D. Bradshaiou* 
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V. 115 — Aaron Hill, Esq. i. 1 — Mrs. Klopstock, iii. 140 
—Rev. S Lobb and Mr. W. Lobb, i. 173— Rev. Mr. Lof- 
tus, V. 155 — Miss Mulso, iii. 15()-^Rev. Mr. Peckard, v. 
105 — Mrs. Pilkington, ii. 113 — Eras n>us Reich, r. 297 — 
Miss Sack, V. 290 — Mrs. Scudainore, iii. 324— Mr. and 
Mrs. Sheridan, iv. 143 — Rev. Mr. Skelton.v. 1 93— Rev. J. 
Stinstra, v. 241 — Mr.Straban, i. 136 — ^Miss Sutton, iv. 120 
—Miss S. Westcomb, iii. 239 — ^Qr. Young, ii. 1 

Correspondence, general review of, i. cxc. 

Court inHuence, the occasion of prgfligacy in the lower or- 
ders, V. 184 

Coventry, Lady Anne, iv. i7 

Coxcombs detected, ii. 290 

Criticism, on, i. 72 

£Jritic8, of three sorts, i. 70 



Daughters \ general observations on the mode olintroducing 

them to the knowledge of the world, ii. 211 
Death, study of, the great concern of life, ii. 44, 46 
Defreval, Mr. correspondence with, v. 27 1 — Hints by, to- 
wards the completion of Grandisoii, 275 — Recommends an 
index for Clarissa, 282 
Deism Revealed, notice of, v. 274 
Delany, Dr. and Mrs. correspondence with, iv. 1 
Deliberation, fatal to female resolution, vi. 103 
Depravity and seduction, shocking instance of, vi. 227 
Descriptions, ppetical, always exaggerations of the reaTity, 
ii. 246 

o 3 Despotism 
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Despotism and oligarchy compared, as to their effect in pro- 

curing the happiness of the people, v. J 88 
Dewe*, Mrs. correspondence with, iv. 1 
Dialogue between a iUiher and daughter, notice of, by Ri- 
chardson, ii. 204 
Dictionary of Commerce, observations on the preface to^ 

iii. 23 
Donnellan, Mrs. correspondence with, hr. 1 — ^Her journey to- 

Ireland, 48 — Returns to EngTaad, and is at North End, 88 
Dublin, ladies of, v. 9 
Duelling, difficulties under which Richardson was in writing 

Grandisoo^ to aroid giving the practice his sanctioi), }» 

cxxvi. 
Dunciad, the/ Lady fira:1shaigh*s opinion of, vt. 4lt 
Duncombe, Mr. conespondenee with, ii. 203 — Objections t* 

the title of his poem " Feminiad," iiL 81 — Defended,. 85-r* 

Changed to ** Female Genius,*' 88 
Putton, Miss, her death, ii. i06 



Earthquake at Lisbon, dreadful effects of, iu QO, Q4; v. 67 — 
Disserution on, by the Rev. Mr. Pickard, v. 106, 108 

■' , prophecy of, in England, in the year 17W)^vi^ 
«, 17 

Echlin, Lisidy, biographical notice of, i. ccviii. — ^Richardson's 
correspondence with, v. 1-— Writes an imitation of Clarissa^ 
in order to bring the history to a joyful conclusion, i. ccix.; 
T. 18, 32 — Wishes Richardson to commence a new work 
(in the &e<^aei Sir Charles Grandisonjt* 54 — ^Description of 

bet 
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her country retirement, 36, 68, 74, 82 — Death of her 
husband, 76 

Editors, Lacqueys to the learned, iii. 25 

Education, modern, of young ladies, observations on, iv. 41,46? 

■ — ' , Miss Fielding's publication on, ii. 61 

Edwards, Mr. correspondence with, iii. 1 — Introduced by 
Richardson to the acquaintance of Mrs. Donnellan and 
Miss Mulso, 6, 24 — His admiration of Clarissa, 1 j of 
Grandison, 7^ — ^Thinks the catastrophe of the former the 
cause of a favourable reception to the revival of Romro 
and Juliet, 1 — Objections to some passages in Miss By- 
ron's letters, 8 — Suspected of being concerned in writing 
Grandison, 73 — His death, ii. 106 — His pubUcations, i. 
cxcv. 

Euibellishments to books, folly and mischievous tendency of, 
when applied to ancient authors, iii. 13, &c. 

Entertainment in works, necessary, to fliake instruction pala- 
table, V. 69. 

Epigram on Aaron Hill, by Richardson, i. 59 

Epistolary correspondence, the cement of fricndship> iii. 244 

Epistolary style, adopted by Richardson in his works, obiser- 
rations on, i. xxvi.; iv. 32 — Difficulty ot sustaining with 
propriety, vi. 168, 180 

■ ■ ' ■- , Richardson the first writer who adopted it, 

i. xxvi. 

" Essay on Man," the planBolingbroke's, not Pope's, iii. 1 10 

Etceteras, ridiculous multiplication of, in law processes, iii* 
54, 58 

Etymology, hints for the improvement of. Observe the letters 
of Mr. Edwards throughout, iii. 1 — 02 

o 4 Familiar 
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Familiar Letters, a Tolitme of, published by Richardson, i. 

cxxxiii. 
Fame, on the love of, i. 107 

Fashionable Hfe, a fondness of, contempt^e in age, iv. 66 
Faulkner, the bookselWr, his ill-treatment of Richardson, la 

joining in the piracy of his works, i. cxliv.; v. 4, 7, l6, 15^ 
Fear, a predominant feeling of Dr. Young, ii. 15 
Female authors, injustice done to them, ii. 77— Obsenrations 

on, by Richardson, 81, QS 

learning, objections against, xi. 62— Answered, 57 

■■ ' virtue, vi. 74 

Females sho'uld be gradually introduced to society, rather 

thaa suddenly, after a previous teelosion^ ii. 2 1 1 
Fielding ; lemarks oa the bad taste displayed in his works^. 

iii. 125', iv. 66, 69, 126, 286,. SIl — Persons designed lu 

his characters of Pacson Adasks, Tom Jones, Amelia,. 

Booth, &c. iv. 65, 69 
Fielding and Richardson, their compacative merits aswriters> 

i. Ixxix. 
•— , Misses, notice of their lives and wcitings, L cxcv.?— 

Richardson's correspondence with, ii. 69 
Filial obedience, observations on, vi. 121. Vide correspond^ 

ence with Miss Mulso, pamm 

■ ■ , Riehardson^s high notions of, i.. cli.— Lady 

Bradshaigh^s opinion on, vi. 28 1 
Fme gentleman, obsenation on a, ir. 16, 3cc. 
Flattery, no age proof against it, v. 2 

f'ranknQi& 
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Frankness between parents and children, of more utility than 

mere precept, ii. 29 1 
French treaties, generally fraudulent, iii. 12Q 



*' Go to bed Tom," or '* The Fanciad^*' verses addressed t# 
Richardson, by Aaron Hill, i. 89 

Good man. Gibber's picture of one, vi. 65 

Government, lenity towards its revilers, a pledge of its worth, 
ii. 197 

Grandison, Sir Charles, history of, undertaken at the desire of 
Richardson's friends to have the portrait of a good maa 
from his pen, i. cxiii.; v. 54, 272 j see also correspondence 
with Dr. Delany, &c.— -Hints to the author on the forma- 
tion of his character, — by the Rev. Mr. Skelton, v. 208, 
&c. — by Lady Bradshaigh, vi. 91, 101, 110 — Progress of 
the work, iii. 21 — Assistance requested by the author from 
Miss Sutton, iv. 61, 120, 132, 136 — Richardson in f)oubt 
how the history shall terminate, iii. I91 — ^The MS. shewn 
to the author*s friends, iv. 52, 71, 79 — Various opinions 
on it, vi. 211, 2l6 — Richardson undecided whether or not 
to publish the work in his life-time, iv. 54 — First appear- 
ance of the work in public, ii. 32 — Becomes a great favou- 
rite among the ladies, ii. 70— The work pirated by the 
Irish booksellers, i. cxliv.^ iii. 66} v. 4, 7> I6, II55 also in 
Scotland, iii. 70 

Grandison, general outline of the story, and review of the 

work, i. cxiv., &c.— Its blemishes, cxxvi. — Criticisms on, 

by— Colly Gbbcr, i. I72, 1775 Dr. Delany, iv. 895 Mrs. 

5 t^bnndkm^ 
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Donnetlafi, ir. jy, Mrs. Dunooonh«, ii. 271; l^dy Echlia^ 
T. 11; Miss Highmore* ii. 259; Miss Mulso, ii, 26? 

Grmdisony ol^ectioiu ta tooM paftsagps ia Miss Byron's let- 
ters, IM.T 

■ ■ ' ' , objected to for tedioasnetSt i. cxxxii.; r. 3^For 
being written by a tradesman, 39 

-, Admiration of, on the continent, iii. 114 



Gr««lsiess not attainable without goodness, v. 105- 

H 

Haigh, the residence of Lady Bradshaigh, description of, i^ 

cciii. 
Hales, l>r. his dealh,. v. 150 
Haller, Dr. translates Clarissa into the German language^ vi- 

£43 
Hallowes, Mv». gouvemante to Or. Young*s ionuly, letter to». 

U.39 
Happiness> only ki»owi¥ by comparison^ iii. 206 
Harris, Mr. correspondence wiih, i. l6l 
Harvey, Rev. James, letter of, to Ricluurdson, ii.- 180 
Heanlcy, Dr. ii. S5 

** Heaven opened to all Men;** a publication so entitled, ii. 6 
Highmore, Mr. biograpliical notice of,, i. cxcviii. — Ode lo 

him, by Mr. T. Mulso, v. 286 
. , Miss, correspondence with, ii.-203 — Narrow es- 
cape from being burned lo death, iii 34 
Hildcsley, Rev. Mark, vicar of Hitchin, Herts, biographical 

notice of, cci. — His first interview with Richardson, v. 

Il6 — Portrait of liimsclf, ib. — Promoted to the bishopric 
* oi 
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ofSodortnd MaorV. 44,72 — Correspopdence with, v. 115 
— His admiravon of Richardson's works, see bis letters^ 
passim 
Hill, Aaron, Esq. correspondence with, i. I — Account of the 
imprudent marriage and subsequent suicide of a relative, 24 
—His dangerous illness, 28 — Gives the property of hi» writ- 
ings to Richardson, SQ^—Indignation expressed against a 
person who had deceived him, 40-— Melancholy disaster ia 
his family, 77 — Decay of his health, 80 — Death of his gar- 
dener, ib. — Sends his poem, ♦* Go to bed Tom," for Richard- 
son's correction, 89 — Purposes publishing a tract of New 
Improvements in the Art of War, SO — His opinion of 
Milton and Cowley, 2; of Glover*s Leonidas, 10; tiie Ga- 
zetteer, 15 — Notice of Miller's Dictionary, 31,43 — Experi-" 
ments for cultivating French vines in England, 30 — ^Disser-' 
talioa on British wines, 44 — Commendations of Pamela, 
53; declares his incapacity to point out any amendment, SS" 
— His death, v. 200 — Gar rick's opinion of him, and bis 
of Garrick, i. 127 — Review of his writings and style, i* 
cxcii. 

. , Richardson's observation on bis work^ i. 120 

, Epigram on, by Richardson, i. 59 

Hill, Dr. his publication in opposition to Lord Bolingbroke, 

iii. 100— Notice of, 103 
History of an unfortunate young lady, vi. 98, 1C6, 126 
Hoharst, Major, translation from, v. 288 
Hohorst, Mr. his death, iii. 140, 141 
Hope and Fear, their control over human life, ii. 12 
Hotwells, Bristol, a trip to, a cure for a love fit, ii. 278 
Husband, passivencss in a, vi. 130, 138— Exertion of preroga- 
tive in, 140> 146, &c. 248 

06 Husbandj 
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Hutbsfid, Uie proper mock of cfaooting one> vr. 109 
HoCchtnsomaiM* v. l6o 



** I will," singular contnvtmce for the expression of, vi. 1 !6" 
ImprisoQOient for debt, injustice and impolicy of, vi^ 27—" 

Scheme for obviating it, H>. 
Inconsistency of character, an instance of, vi. 200 
Indiscretion, female, iv. 68 
Integrity less rare than infallibility, ii. dg 
Intellect, curious objection against the use of the term v» 

Grandison, i. clxir. 
Invasion of England, iii. 1 16 
Ireland, hospitality of the people, it. 114— Their miserable 

state, V. 180— Impolitic conduct of England fowards,^ 185 
Isaiah> Prophecy of, ii. 18t 



Jail distemper, its unhappy effects in the year 1750, vi. 27 
Johnson, Dr- correspondence with, v. 271— <^ompiling his 
Dictionary, iii. dQ^^Recom mends an alteration in the pre- 
face to Grandison, v. 288'-^His observations on the character 
of Lovelace, i. cviii.— His censure of the conduct of Hich- 
ardson refuted, clxxL 
** Joseph Andrews,'' published by Fielding as a burlesque of 
Pameb^ i. Ixxix.-^-Richardson's chagrin on the occasion, iU 
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Kennicol, Rev. B. letter of thanks from, ii. 185 

Kentchurch, description of, iii. 324 

King, Dr. his oration at the Oxford celebrity, ii. 189 — Obf 
servations on, by Richardson^ IQ? 

Klopstock, Mrs. correspondence with, iii. 140— Describes 
how she became acquainted with her husband, 145 — Her 
thanks for the correspondence in which Richardson in- 
dulges her, 150— Description of her husband's studies, ib. 
—Her happiness in the prospect of having a son, 155 — 
Dies in childbirth, 158 



Labour, mental and manual, difTercnt effects of, on the hu- 
man constitution, v. 156 

Lancashire ladies, vi. 124 

Learning, female, absurdity of prejudices a^jainst, i. clxiii« 
iii. 90 

Letters between Miss Highmore and Miss Mulso, ii. 258 to 
270;312, 3l6 

' between Colly Gibber, Esq. and Mrs. Pilkington, iu 

158 

-, Richardson's. See Correspondency 



Life, shortness of, ii. 20 
— — , long, embittered by the reflection of having outlived the 
friends of earl} days, ii. 250 

Lines 
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Lines to Mr. Richardsim, addressed to him as a << Very sii»' 

gular GeBtleman/* ii. 125 
lisbon, earthquake at. See Earthquake 
Lobb, Rer. S. correspondence with, i. 173 
— , Mr. W. correspondence with, i. 183 
Loftus, Rev. Mr. correspondence with, v. 155 
LoTC, disappointed, seldom happy io a second choice, iL 801 

—This opinion rebutted, i. cxxli.; iii. l(fi 
, how nearly allied to fear, vi. 150, 155, l60, I76, 185, 

&c. 
— , its operation on pure minds, ir. 52 
Love and friendship, distinction between, iii. 188 
Lovelace, remarks on the character of, i. Ixitxvii. cv. cviii. 
Love-story, a, iii. 200 
Lovers insincerity of, vi. 105 
Lucas, Mr. his opinion of Pamela, i. lix. 



M 



Magdalen Hospital, its institution chiefly promoted by Rich- 
ardson, i. clv.5 V. 97 

Maintenon, Madame, extract from one of her letters, ii. 77 

Marlborough, Duke of, history of his wars, project of, i. 93— 
Splendour ofhis conquests, ii. 230 

Matrimony, on, vi. 128, 188, 248, and Lady Bradshaigh^s 
letters, passim — Mutual complacency ia the state, IQQ — 
Compared to a journey in a stage-coach, iv. 229 

Maxims, Richardson's, drawn from his works in general, 
'i. cxxxiv.; vi. 21 

Merits hints for forming a judgment of, ii. 289 

MiddletoDy 
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Mtddleton, Dr. hb attack on Sherlock*s Book of Prophecies*' 

V. li)9 
Milton's Prose Writings reprobated, i.2 
Montague. Lady Wonlcy, her coniempt of Richardson coft- 

deiiiiiedy i clxxiv. 
Moravians, t?ieir revival, v. 2\Q 
More, Mr. his intention of forming a drama from the story of 

Clarissa, i. cvii. 
Malso, Mr. T. Ode by him to Mr. Highmore, on painting Mr- 

Hichardson's portrait, v. 286 
, Miss, a favourite correspondent of Richardson> L 

cxcvii. — ^Their letters, iii. 15Q', vi. 121 



N 



Nature, sublimity of the study of, v. \66 ' 

Night Thoughts, Dr. Young's, criticism on, by Aaron HilT, 

i. 102 
North End, country residence of Mr. Richardson, description 

of, iv. 88 
Novel writing, general re\iew of, prior to the time of Richard* 

son, i. vii. &c. 



Obedience in wives, vi. I40r 346 — Correspondence with Lady 

Bradshaigh, j5GiJfr«i 
Ode, on the Spring, by Mr. Farrer, iii. gO — ^To Cynthia, by 

thv^. same, 93 — On tht* death of Clarissa^ v. 288 

Ode, 
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Ode» to Mr. Highmore, on Mr. Richardton*s sitting to him 

for hit picture, v. 9d6 
Old Maids, vt. 22 
Oliver, Dr. his «« Myra," ii. 103 
Orrery, Lord, letter from, to Richardson, i. 171 — His Life of 

Swift, vi. 152, 157* 181 — Mistake in the work, 170 
Oxford election, violent contest at, iti. 113, 121, 124 



Pkmela, history of, singular circumstances under which it was 
written, i. lii., Ixix. — Puhlished with the author conceal- 
ed, 53 — Outline of the story as first publislied, liv. — Publi- 
cation of the second part, Ixxvi. — Its great popularity and 
commendations by various persons, Ivii. — Favourable opi- 
nion of, by Aaron Hill, ib. 79> 97> &c. — ^Singular instance 
of attention paid to the work, by a child, 56, 6l — Criticism 
on, by Mr. Warburton, 134; by the Rev. Mr. Loftus, 
V. 158 — General review of the beauties and defects of the 
work, i. ix., Ixiii., Ixxvi. 

■ ; ■ , curiosity of several persons to know if the history 
were founded on facts, and conjectures respecting the ori- 
ginal from which the heroine was drawn, i.lxvii. — Richard- 
8on*s account of the circumstances to which he was indebt- 
ed for the hint whence he formed his idea of the plot, Ixix. 

, ridiculed by Fielding in his publication of Joseph 
Andrews, i. Ixxix. 

" Pamela in High Life," a spurious work, published in oppo- 
sition to Richardson, i. Ixxvi. 

■ ■»■ J Pronunciation of the word^ i. Ixxviii. 

Parental 
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Parental auChority, improper exercise of, exemplified i» the 
case of an unfortunate young lady, vi. 9S, 1 06, 126 

Parental cares, uncertainty of their ultimate success, ii. 248 

Passiveness in a husband, vi. ISO, 138 

Patience, tlie female characU^r more:€U8ceptible of it than the 
male> vi. 133 

Pedkard> Rev. Mr. his Dissertation on the Earthquake at Lis- 
bon, V. 105, 108 — His preparatory Essay on the interme- 
diate Sute between Death and Resurrection, 1 13 — Corre«» 
pondence with Richardson, 106, &c. 

Pictures, absurdity of, in works on religious subjects, r. 140 

Pilkington, Mrs. correspondence with, ii. 113 — ^Her gratitude 
for assistance received from Dr. Delany, through the me* 
dium and means of Richardson, ib. — Craves to be admitted 
to the acquaintance of Richardson, 115 — Requests his as* 
distance to take a shop in the Strand, 1 16 — ^The project fails> 
121 — Ill-treatment she experiences from the Lord Almoner, 
1 19 — ^Purposes going to Ireland, 136 — Disappointed by the 
arrival of her daughter, 137 — Admiration of Richardson, 
for his benefactions during her distresses, 142 — Arrival of 
her son in England, 144 — Advertises herself as a hackney 
writer of letters, 148 — Farther distresses, 14g — Goes to 
Ireland, where she arrives just in time to prevent her bus* 
band*s second marriage, ld6, &c. — Publishes her Memoirs, 
which obtain a favourable reception, 159 — Advice sent her 
by Colly Cibber, 16I-— Remark on her life and letters, i. 
cxcvi. 

Piracy of Grandison, by the Irish booksellers, i. cxliv.; v. 4, 
16, 159 

Pluche, author of *' Nature displayed," notice of, v. 277 

Pope, Alexander, Esq. controversy with Aaron Hill, oh a 

passage 
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pasMgc fn his Essajrs, i. 1 12 — Criticism on a passnge in his 
Essay on Man, by a lady, iii. 39, 47 — His dtfath, i. 104 — 
Sketch of his character, 43 — A general criticism on hi» 
works and popularity, by Aaron Hill, Esq. i. 104, IO9, &cj 
by Mr. Edwards, iii. 43 

Pope, his opinion of Pamela, i. lix. 

Polygamy, not intended for man at his creation, vi. 179, 196 
— This opinion combated, I90, 208, 218 

Prerogative, a husband*s, vi, 140, 146, &c. 248 

Pretiiness, iv. 63 

Pride, curious instance of, ii. 146 (note) 

of spirit incompatible with poverty of purse, lf)2 

Propheie-HH, in the Isle of Wight, in 1755, ii. 9I, 95 

Providence, mysterious dispensations of, ii. 4— Its care over 
men, 48 — Reflections on, v. 167 

Protestantism in danger, v. 178 

Puhlic amusements, how to be enjoyed with satisfaction, iiL 
«65 

R 

Rake, obsenation« on the character of a, vi. 42, 62, 9O— An 
erroneous notion of their reformation, iv. I90, I96 

Rambler, Johnson's first publication of it, i. 168 — No. 95, 
written by Richardson, i. cxxxiv.; vi. 108 

Reich, Erasmus, correspondence with, r. 297 — Comes to 
England on purpose to see and to converse with Richard- 
ton, i. clxv. 

Religion, the advantages and comforts of, ii. 5, 9, 13, 16 

Reserve in young persons, advantageous, iv. 101 — Proper to 
the female character, iii. 279i vi. 134 

Reseutinent 
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Resentment and gratitude of equal force in the humau mludj 
ii. 120 

Rhyme and blank verse compared, i. 1C8 

Richardson, Samuel, Esq. Biographical account of, i.xxriii.— * 
Anecdotes of his parents, xxix.— His education, &c. xxxii* 
— His amusements when a boy, xxxvi. — Sends k remon- 
strance, at eleven years of age, to a religious zealot of fifty, 
upon her inconsistency of character, xxxviii. — In his youth 
employed by several young women to write their love-let- 
ters, i. xxxix. V. 236, 263 — Put apprentice to a printer, i* 
xli. — Goes into business on his own account, xhv. — ^Great 
increase of his business, li. — His liberality, cliv.— His ac- 
count of the various matrimonial alliances which were at 
different periods proposed to him, clix. — ^His preference for 
female society, clxi. — Circumstances which induced him to 
write the history of Pamela, Hi. Ixix. — Writes the Second 
Part of Pamela, Ixxvi — His chagrin on the publication of 
Fielding's Joseph Andrews, Ixxix.— Comparison of the 
merits of the rival authors, ib — Made master of the Sta- 
tioners' Company, i. xlvi.j iii. 97 — Loses his mother, i. 7— 
Publishes Clarissa, i. Ixxx. — Left guardian to his brother'* 
children, iv. 123 — Account of his family, i. xlvii.j iv. 326 
— Anxiety for his family, iii. 104 — Accident by fire>48 
—His daughter married to Mr. Ditcher, i. cxlvii.;iu 328— 
Invited by the Moravians to settle in Germany, i. clxxv.-— 
Describes to Lady Bradshaigh hts situation in life, vi. 86 — 
Gives his advice on the separation of a lady from her husr 
band, ii. 300 — Concerned in the publication of the Uni- 
versal History, 279 — Charged with insolence for an allu* 
gion to Pope in his Clari&sai iii. 60 — Complains of the 
cavilling excited among the critics by that work, ii. 24— 

Reasoa& 
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\ for the choice of its tras;ica! termination, iv. 217— 
Acknowledges that he writes without a pre-concerted plan» 
T. «58; vi. 1 17 — Receives a present of Clarissa translated 
into German, Dutch, and French, vi. 243 — Importunity of 
hit friends to undertake a new work, in order to give them 
the portrait of a good man, i. cxiii.; v. 64,272; see also 
Correspondence with Dr. Delany, &c. throughout — Ex- 
cuses himself, on account of his declining health, iv. 1 17 » 
V. 64 ; aikl is desirous of laying down his pen, iii. 207 » 
IT. 110— Begins his Grandison, and requests assistance in 
the work— from Mr. Skelton, v. 212; from Mr. Defreval, 
V. «75; from Miss Mulso, iii. 172— Fancies himself en- 
tangled in the work, vi. 152 — Acknowledges the assistance 
he has received, iii. 209; vi. Il6, 240— His anxiety lest it 
should be inferior to his former writings, v. ISO, 245 — 
Wishes it not to be published in his life-time, vi. 1 17^ 245 
—The work published, i. cxiv. — And pirated in Ireland, i. 
cxliv.; V. 4, l6, 159— Compiles tinder alphabetical heads 
the Proverbs, &c. of Solomon, vi. 242— His death and cha- 
racter, i. cxlviii.— His fondness of admiration and respectful 
consideration, clxx.— Defended from the charge of ostenta- 
tion, clxxiii_. — ^Description of his person, clxxvi.— His will 
and settlement of hb children, clxxxi.— Anecdotes of his 
domestic habits, clxxxii.— Notice of his various correspond- 
ents, cxcii.— Lines on l)is death, by Mrs. Carter, ccxii. 

Richardson, genera! critique on his style and writings, i. xx, 
cxxxv. &c. — List of bis publications, cxxxiii. 

■ his letters with various persons. See the article 
** Correspondence." 

— — , the father of modern novel-writing, i. xi. 



Richardson^ 
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&ichar<ls<m* observations on his style, by Aaron Hill> u 09 
Roe, Sir ThOmas, his negociations in Turkey, i. 43 
Romance writers, held in less esteem than poets, i. ix. See 
Novel-writing 



Sack, Miss, correspondence with, v. 29O 

— , Mr. character of, v. SQS 

Sailors, British, iii. 120 

Scene, a dramatic one, between a father and a daughter^ by 

Richardson, vi. 2g 
Scorpion, bite of, recipe for the cnre of, i. 21 
Scudamore, Mrs. correspondence with, iii. 324 
Selfishness, an universal passion, ii. 232 
Separation, an affecting one, iv. 151 
Sheridan, Mr. and Mrs. character of, by Lady Echlin, v. 7^ 

— Correspondence with, iv. 143 — Biographical notice of, L 



, Mr. at the Dublin theatre, iv. 146^State of his fa- 
mily, ib. — ^His literary occupations, 1 66— Opposition he 
meets with, l&T 

Sherlock, Dr, his Book of Prophecies, v. 1 99 

Simplicity, criticism on the word, i. 128 

Skelton, Rev. Mr. biographical. notice of his singularities, i. 
cxcix. — ^Richardson*s correspondence with,v.l9S Sketches 
of his character, 172, 19O— His trouble in getting some ac- 
counts settled in Ireland for |lichardson, 1 94— Account of 
his living, and the people on it, 202 — Sends some hints, at 
the request of Richardson, towards the coinpletion of 

Grandisooy 
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Granditon, fOB— Embtmssed with his parishioners, 215— 
Publishes his Sermons, in opposition to Bolingbroke^ 817# 
825— His opinion of the Moravians, 219 

Sodor and Man, Bishop of. See Hildesley 

Somerset, Dutchess of, notice of her death, ii. ig6 

Song, the SaiIor*s, to the South, by Dr. Young, ii. 35 

Sonnets, superiority of the Italian over those in tlie English 
language, iii. Ql— -To Richardson, iii.d6 

Spcnce, Mr. correspondence with, ii. Sip 

Spenser* beauties of his works, iii. IS — Rowers edition of, 
imperfect, ib. — A new collation proposed by Mr. Edwards, 
14,20 

Stinstra, Rev. J. correspondence with, r. 241 — Sketch of his 
literary career, 242 — Snggests doubts of the propriety of 
•ome passages in Miss Byron's letters, 259 — ^Inquires if 
Richardson were always a bookseller, and requests to have 
tome account of his life. 251 — ^Translates Clarissa into 
German, 254— Supposes the character of Belford to be the 

* author's own, 257 

Strahan, Mr. correspondence with* i. 136 — His journey to 
Edinburgh, ib. — His reception and entertainment there, 
1S9 — Visit to Glasgow, Paisley, Stirling Castle, &c. 143 

Sterne. See Yorick 

Style, Richard8on*s, observations on, by Aaron Hill, i. 99 
■ , etymology of the word, iii. 81 
■ , on the various, adopted by different writers of novels, 

' i. xxiii. 

■ , epistolary, review of its advantages and disadvantages, 
i, XX vi. 

'Sublime, extract from Longinus on the, i. 1 IS 

Suicide, melancholy instance at, i. 24 

Summer 
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Summer visit, mode of passing one, iii. !?2S 

Sntton, Miss, who, i. cxcviii. — Richardson*s correspondence 

with, iv. 120 
Swift, character of, when at the university, vi. 17 1 — ^Ex* 

peiled^ ib. — His poverty on his entrance upon h'fe, IJS—^ 

Naturally unpoUte, ib. — His cruehy to his wife (Stella) and 

Mrs. Van Homrigh (Vanessa; 174 



Talbot, Miss, description of her inter\'iew with liady Brad* 

shaigh, vi. 265 
Tar-water, ii. I9, 20 
Tickell, Mr. an admirer of Grandison^ ▼. 3, 17 — His dao^ 

gcrous illness, 21 — Recovers, 39 
Titles to books, i. 121, 125 *"" 

Tom Jones, a great favourite of the public^ iv. 280 — Criti^u^ 

upon, iv. 295 
Touters, what, at Tunbridge Wells, iii. 3It5 
Tristram Shandy, cordemned, v. 146, 153 
Tunbridge Wells, Bkhaidton's remarks on the company 

there^iii. 311 



Virtuous education, the real foundation of future happi«ic»s> 

V. 258 
Voyage to Lisbon, Fielding*8, condemned, iii. 125 

a 

Itnion 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



$19 umsx. 



U 



! 



Union of tentiment, dooMttic* the great ftdntnUges lesalting I 

from it, ii. 71 ] 

Utrecht, treaty of, impolitic, iii. 113, ISl \ 



W 



Wales, Frederic Prince of, his death, iii. 11 

** Waltham Disguises/ origin of the term, v. 26g 

War, ruinous effecjs^of, described, v. 299 

Watts, Dr. his opinion of Pamela, i. Ixvii. 

W«^to, Mrs. notice of her death, iv. ]60 

Watty, Rev. Mr. character of, ii. 16 

Warburton Mr. letter from, to Richardson, i. 133— Criticism | 

on Pamela, ib. — Remark on the character of an original 4 

writer, ii. 56 I 

Welfwyn, accoont of th^ waters there, ii. 17 
Westcomb, Miss S. correspondence with, iii. SdQ— Death of 

her mother, iii. S92 
Whiston, Mr. the lecturer at Tunbridge, notice o^ iii. 818 
Wines^ British, dissertation on the best method of making, 

1.44 
Wit, persons eminent for it, generally of a d^icate ccmstitu^ 

tion, V. 166 
Woman of talenU, what constitutes one, vi. S20, 
Women, loud o(|^wer, vi. 166-^Compared U> the spider, ii. 

220— 
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t20 — Should be sought after, rather tbaa appear forward 
to be seen, iii. d73> 278 
Women of genius, in England* v. S6i 



Yorick, inquiry respecting, v. 144— -Answered, 146 — His 
works too gross to be dangerous, ib. 

Young, Dr. sketch of his character, by Dr. Hildesley, v. 142 — 
His eccentricities, iv. 89 — 111 success of his tragedy, and his 
conduct thereupon, vi. 246 — Failure of his eyesight, v. 142 
—Succeeds Dr. Hales as clerk of the closet to the Princess 
of Wales, V. 145— Premature report of his death, ii. 3 — ^His 
journey to Bulstrode, and description of the effects of a 
storm, 1 1— Croes^ to Wellwy n for the benefit of the waters, 
17 — ^Removes to Bath, 43 — ^Decay of his health, 58 

— — , correspondence with, ii. 1— His opinion of the cha- 
racters in Clarissa, 4, &c. — ^Reflections on receiving an or- 
nament for his watch, 9^ on the death of two neighbours, 10 
—Communications respecting the dedication to bis Sermon^ 
48, 53.— Observation on his s^'le« L cxciv. 
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AUTHORS AND WORKS 



Referred to in the foregoing Volumes* 



Alzira^ a Tra^y, L 6, 10() 

Amelia, Fielding's, iv. 5d> 5% 
&c. 

Ariosto, i. xiii.j ii. 74 

Behn, Mrs. i. xix. 

Betsy Thoughtless, it. 56 

Boccacio, i. xv. 

Bolingbroke, Lord, iii. lOgj v. 
108; iv. 274 

Boileau, i. xiv.; ii. 17 1 

Candid Disquisitions^ ii. 86 

GenUur, Young's, v. 70 

Cervantes, i. xiv.j xxiii. 

Clark, Dr. v. 40 

Charlotte Summers, ri. 7 

Common Garden, Fielding's, 
iii. 33 

Cowley, I. 2; Ii. 229 

Cyropidla, 1^. 19 

D'Arolaj, Madame, i. xxiv. 

David Simple, ii. 101 

De Foe, i. xx. 

Doddridge's Family Exposi- 
tor, V. 135 

Drvden, i. 128 

D'tJrfey, t. xiii. 

Fayette, De la, Madame, i. x¥. 
xvi. 

Female Quixote, vi. 243 

Fenelon, i. viii. 

Ferdinand Count Fathom, ii. 
108 

2«ield^*s Works, i. xxiii.; iii. 
^i iv. 55, bg-y vi. 8, 154 



Garrick,i. 123, 127; vi. 245 
Goldsmith, i. xxiv. 
Grey's Odes, ii. 310 
Hales, Dr. v. 150 
Harriet Stuart, vi. 243 
Harrington's Oceana, i, xviii« 
Heberden, Dr. iii. 118 
Heliodorus, i. xi« 
Hervey's Meditations, vi. 7, 

13 
Howe's Devout Meditations^ 

V. 14 
Hudde^fbrd, Dr. iii. 110 
Hume, v. 108 

Hutchinson, Mr. John, V. 1§0 
Johnson, Dr. iii. 136 
Leiand, Dr. iii. 106; iv. 175 ; 

vi. 274 
Leonidas, Glover's, i. 10 
JLeSage, i. xvi. 
Love of Fame, by Dr. Young« 

iv. 112 
Magdalens, History of, iv.167 
Manley, Mrs. i. xviii. 
Marivaux, i. xxv. 
Marmontel, i. viii 
Maxims drawn from Clarissa, 

V. 46, 48, 53, 132 
Meditations, Harvey *s, ii. 14 
Meditations and Reflections^ 

by Charles Howe, vi. 228 
Middleton's Life of Cicero, 

Cibber*s edition, ii. 158; vL 

159, iQd, 241 

Misaculaiis 
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Miraculous Powers, by Dr* 

Middleton, vi. 6 1 
Milton, i. 2; iii. 9, 12-, vi. I98 
Myra, by Dr. Oliver, ii. 103 
Night Trtioughts, Young's, ii. 

S8; iv. 48 
Orrery, Lord, his Letters on 

Dr. Swift, ii. 276 
Paradise Lost, ii. 27, 97 
Pliny, ii. 223 

Pompey the Little, vi. 159 
Pope, I. 104, &c.vi. 45 
Rambler, Johnson's, i. 168 
Housseau, i. xxviii. 
Scarron, i. xv, 

Sherlock^s Discourses, iii. 106 
Sidney Bidulph, iv. 143 
Sidney's Arcadia, i. xviii. 
Skeltpn's Discourses, v. 39 
Smollet, i. xxiv. 
Swift, Dr. i. viii. xx.; iv, 86; 

▼i. 231 



Swift, Dr. History of, by Lord 

Orrery, vi. 152, 157, 170, 

181 
Spectator, Addison's, iv^ 198, 

197, 260 
Spenser, ii. 245 
Sterne. See Yorick 
Tatler, the, iii. 25 
Tickell, Mr. V. 3, 17 
Tom Jones, iv. 39, 60; v. 275, 

&c. 
Tristram Shandy, v. 146 ; 
Virgil, vi; 241 
Voltaire, i. viii., xv. 
Voyage to Lisbon, ii. 77 
Universal Passion, by Dr. 

Young, vi. 48 
Warton, on the Genius and 

Writings of Pope, iii. 136 
Yorick, v. 144 
Young, Dr. iii. 152; v. IS, 

142; vi. 48 
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LIST OF THE PLATES. 

1. Portnut of Mr. Richardson, from a Painting hj 
H]ghmore» in possession of the Pablisher, engraved 
by Caroline Watson. — Fating the title qfvoi» /. 

This Picture has always been esteemed the best likeness of 
Mr. Richardson. He had a private plate engraved from it, 
and used to circulate impressions among his friends. The 
chair in which he wrote most of his pieces> with an ink-bottle 
in the elbow, is represented in the back ground. 

S. Mr. Richardson reading the Manuscript of Sir 
Charles Grandison to a party of his friends in the 
grotto of his house at North End, from a Sketch 
made at the time, by Miss Highmore, now Mrs. 
Duncombe.— F^/«^ /^/f title of vol. JL 

3. The Company at Tunbridge Wells, when Richard- 
son was there, in 1748, from a Drawing by Loggan 
the Dwarf, who has introduced his own Portrait in 
the left hand comer. — Facing the title ofvoL III, 

The drawings of Loggan are remembered by many of the 
fashionable world. His delineations of the characters who 
frequented Tunbridge Wells, Bath, and the Hot Wells, were 
always esteemed for their spirit and accuracy; they are now be- 
come very scarce. This Drawing was carefully preserved by Mr. 
Richardson, and was in the possession of Mrs. Anne Richard- 
son at her death. In the copies of it introduced into this 
work, great care has been taken to render them exact fac 
similes of the curiovs original. An interesting notice of the 

characters 
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characters will be found in Richardson's letter to Miss WesU 
comb, at page 3 1 1 of the third volume. 

4. The House in which Richardson wrote his principal 
productions at North End, near Hammersmith Turn- 
pike. — Facing the tifk of vol. IV. 

The half of this mansion which is nearest ihe eye, was oc- 
cupied by Mr. Richardson, and the other half by Mr. Van- 
derplank, a name which frequently occurs in his corre- 
spondence. 

5, Fac Simile of Dr. Johnson's Letter.-^P^^f 384, 

6* Portrait of Lady Bradshaigh, from an Original in 
the possession of Mr. Palmer, engraved by Miss 
Watsoiu— FtfCM^ tht iii^e of vol. VL 

7> 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, Fac Similes of Letters of Mr. 
Richardson, Mr. Harris, Dr. Warbmrton, Colly Gib- 
ber, Mr. Garrick, Mn Hervey, Dr. Young. — All ai 
the ittd of vol. VI * 
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VOL. /. page 58, Hnt 14, for m read^ 
VOL, IL p. 116, /. Qffor you read we 

. ; p. 31». /. I, fir happily ri«i haply 

VOL. IV. f. le^O, /, I, read To Mra. Belfpur 
VOL. V.p. 6, /. 4f/or batw w^ihwu 
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NEJF AND VALUABLE BOOKS: 

LATELY rVBLISHSD BY 

RICHARD PHILLIPS, 

No. 71, ST. PAUL'S CHURCH-YARD, LONDON. 



The tETTERS and other WORKS of the Right Honour- 
aWe LADY MARY WORTLEY MONTAGU, now first 
publish^, by permission, from the original manuscripts in the 
possesion ot the most nobk the MARQUIS of BUTE; none 
of which had hitherto been- printed, excepting an imperfect 
copy of the letters from Constantinople. To the whole is pre- 
^xed authentic Memoirs of her Life,. 

By Jamss Da ll a way, m. b. 
interspersed with letters hitherta unpublished, from Pope, 
Young, Fielding, and other distinguidied characters. In five 
volumes, elegantly printed, in thick post 8vo. price 2l. in boards, 
decorated with portraits, by Caroi<xke Watson, and with 
he similes. 

A small edition ofthe same^ in five elegant volumes, fooU^ 
cap 9v6. price ^ds. in boards. 

n. 

The HISTORY of the LATE WAR, from its commence- 
ment in 1792, unto the de^nitive treaty of peace betwpen 
Great Britain and France in 1802. To which are prefixed, a 
review of the causes, and early progress of the French revolu- 
tion, and copious indexes* 
By Al^BXANOER Stephens, of the honourable Society of 
the Middle Temple, £bq. 
In two very large volumes, medium 4to. illustrated with 
' maps, price three guineas »od » Iwif i» boards. 

A UNI- 
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9S0 iVrii; and Valuable Book$ 

III. 

A UNIVERSAL HISTORY, AWciEirrand modKrit, com- 
preheuding a^correct aod complete view of the transactions of 
every nation, kingdom, and empire on the globe, from the 
earhett accounts of time, to the general peace of 1802, in 
twenty-five elegant volumes, price 3s. pd. in boards, upon 
common paper, and 5s. in boards, upon fine paper. 
By William Mayor, ll. d. Vicar of Hurley in Berkshire, 
and chaplain to the Earl of Moira, author of the British 
Nepos, &c. 
These two editions maybe had done up in three kindi 6f bind* 
ing, at the following prices : 

Common paper, in boards 

Ditto ditto half-bound 

Ditto ditto calf-gilt 

Fine and lar^ paper, in boards 

Ditto ditto half-bound 

Ditto ditto calf-gilt 

•»• Nine Folumes of this valuable work are occupied with 

Ancient, and sixteen with \Jodem History ; and these two 

principal parts, or particular histories^ may le had separately^ 

IV. 

The LIFE and TIMES of GEOFFREY CHAUCER, the 

Father of English Poetry ; including memoirs of his near friend 
and kinsman, John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster. 

By William Godwin, Author of Political Justice, 
Caleb Williams, &c. 
In two elegant volumes, 4to. illustrated with portraits, price 
three guineas and a half in boards. 

The same Work^ in four volumes 8vo. price ll. l6s. in bds. 

V. 

FEMALE BIOGRAPHY ; or, MEMOIRS of the LIVES 
of ILLUSTRIOUS and CELEBRATED WOMEN, of aU 
ages and countries. 

By Mary Hats. 
In %\% elegant volumes, ISmo. price ll. lis. 6d. in boards, 
or intended as presents to ladies^ elegantly bound and gilt, 
price two guineas. 

The 
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VI. 

^ The LIFE of GENERAL WASHINGTON, com mandet 
in chief of the American forces during the \^r which esta* 
blished the independence of his country, and first president of 
the'Umted States: compiled under the inspection of his 
nephew, the Honourable Bushrod Washington, from ori- 
ginal papers bequeathed to him by his deceased relative. To 
which 19 prefixed An Introduction, containing a compen- 
dious view of the colonies planted by the English on the con- 
tinent of North America. 

By John Marshall, ChiefJustice of the United States^ &c. 
Vol. 1 and 2t 4to. price ll. 111. 6d. each in boards. 

Another edition^ in octavo, price lOs. 6d. each in boardi. 

• .- , vn. 

* PUBLIC CHARACTERS of 180S-4, conslstina of bio- 
{graphical memoirs of eminent living persons, faithfully and 
impartially compiled from authentic sources. In one large 
volume, 8vo. pnce half-a-guineain boards. 

*«* Also new editions ^ the fivb preceding volumes , each 
•f the same price* 

VIIL 

The UNIVERSAL, BIOGRAPHICAL, and HISTO- 
RICAL DICTIONARY; beine a faithful account of the 
lives, actions, and characters, of the most eminent persons of 
all ages and countries, with the revolutions of states, and the 
succession of sovereign princes ; containing two thousand 
articles more than are to be found in the General Biographical 
Dictionary in fifteen volumes. 

By John Watkins, a. m. ll. d. 
4 new and enlarged edition^ price 14s. in boards^ or l6s. calf- 
lettered. 

IX. 

TRAVEI^ in GERMANY, HOLLAND, FLANDERS 
and FRANCE, to PARIS ; with numerous particulars rela- 
tive to the present state of that capital ; its manners, charac- 
ters, ])aintings, music, theatres, gardens, institutions, architec- 
ture, &c. &c. 

By Thomas Holcroft. 
In two elegant volumes, 4to. price eight guineas in boards, de- 
corated 
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corated with a great number of vignette6> together with a mag* 
nificent atlas of large engravings, by the first artists, represent* 
ing the princiDal obiecu and buildings in Paris; from beautiful 
drawings made under the direction of the Author. 

The same work, with the atlaa plates somewhat reduced m 
iizc, and folded in the volumes, price five guineas in boards- 

X. 

TRAVELS irt EGYPT, during the campaigns of General 
Bonaparte. 

By VxvAKT Demov. 
Translated by Mr. AtKiN. 
In three volumes, 8vo. embellished with nearly a hundred 
splendid copper^plates^ price 21. 28. in boards. 

XI. 

TRAVELS through the UNITED STATES of NORTH 
AMERICA, the country of the Iroquois> and Upper Ca* 
XADA, in the years 1795, 1796, and 1797. 

By the Duke of Rochefoucault Liancourt. 
With an authentic Account of Lower Canada. A new edition, 
in four large volumes, 8vo. price two guineas in boards, with 
three whole-sheet maps, sevieral large tables, &c. 

Xll. 

TRAVEI5 in TURKEY, ASIA-MINOR,^ SYRIA, and 
across the Desert into EGYPT, during the years 1799, *800, 
apd 1801, in company with the Turkish army and the British 
military mission, which was sent from this country into Tur- 
key, under the command of General Koehler. 

By William Wittman, m. d. 
In one volume, 4to. price two guineas and a half in boards, 
embellished with nearly 30 coloured engravings, 

xin. 

An ACCOUNT of the late EXILE into SIBERIA of 
AUGUSTUS VON KOTZEBUE, and of the other ^traoi^ . 
dinary incidents which happened to him in Russia. 
Written by Himself, and translated by the Rev.B.B£R£aFOAD. 
In three volumes, Cbohcap 8vo. price 12s. in board&, 

Tho 
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XIV. 

The GUIDE to all the WATERING and SEA-BATH- 
ING PLACES, for 1804^ including the usual tour in Wales, 
and a concise E)escription of the Lakes of Cumberland. Illus- 
trated with upwards of sixty maps and views. Price 129, in 
boards, 12s. od. in red, or ISs. calf gilt. 

XV. 

The PICTURE of LONDON for 1804j being a full and 
correct description of the British metropolis, and ofits vicinity j 
and a faithful guide to all Ita curiosities, amusements, exhibi- 
tions, public institutions, and whatever is remarkable and de- 
serving of notice ; with a great variety of useful tables, con- 
taining the hackney-coskch fares, lists of streets, inns, and 
coffee-nouses, churches, public olBces, 3cc. A new editioni 
corrected to the present time> illustrated with a large modern 
map of London, with another map of ^the environs) and eax« 
bellished with eight beautiful vievvs, price 5s. bound in red. 
XVI. 

ANIMAL BIOGRAPHY, consisting of authentic anec- 
dotes, and characteristic trails of the lives, manners, and eco- 
nomy of the whole animal creation, collected from several 
hunosed of the best modern voyages and travels, and from &%.-» 
pensive aod soarce works of natural history, in various lan*- 
guages, and arranged according to the system of Linneeua. 

By the Rev. W. Bivglby, a. b. Fellow of th* LinnseaA 

Society, and late of St. Peter's College, Cambiidge. 

In three volumes Svo. the second edition, price ll. 10s. inbds. 

XVII. 

A coMFt»T» SYSTEM of PRACTICAL AGRICUL* 
TUREj including all the iiiodern improvements and disco* 
Yerie3, in which me principles of chemistry are applied in ex« 
planation of the nature and composition oi soils and manures, 
or the food of plants j and those of other sciences in the breed- 
ing, rearing, and fattening, of different sorts of live stock; ihe 
whole intended to combine and explain fully and com- 
FLPTELY, the principles and practice of the modern art of 
husbandry. 

By R- W". DjcKsoN, m. d. 
In two large voluines, 4to. illustrated with upwards of fifty 

engravings, 

\ 
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tngravings, representing the various kinds of implements and 
other machinery adapted to the most improvca methods of 
cultivation. 

XVIII. 

The FARMER*S KALENDAH, containing the business 
of every month in the year, including every improvement in 
the practice of agriculture. Hevised and corrected to the 
dote of the year 1803, 
By ARTtttiR YotJito, £iQ. r. r. s. Secretary to the Board of 

Agriculture^ &c. &c. Price half-a-guitiea in boards. 

XIX. 

WALPOLIAN A j coniittinff of original bon motSi apoph- 
thegms, obterrationi on life ana literature, with extracts from 
nnpubliihed letters of the late Horace Walpole, £ari of 
Orford. In two elesant volumes, foolscap 8vo. embeUiyhed 
with two vignette titles, and with fac similes of the hand* 
writing of Mr. Gray, and Mr. Walpole, price g%. in boards. 

XX. 

ADDISONIANA; a woik relative to the life, times, and 
contemporaries of Mr. Addison, on the same plan as the 
Walppliana: embellished with portraits, &c. ana with seven 
letters of Mr. Addison, never oefore published, exactly eii« 
graved from the originals. In two elegant volumes, price 
10s. 6d. in boards, 

XXI. 

SWIFTIANA ; on the plan of the two preceding, with 
portraits and with fac similes of Dr. Swift, Bolingbroke, VoU 
taire, and a great number of his contemporaries. In two elc^ 
gant volumes, ptice 10s. 6d. in boards. 

XXII. 

BROOKIANA ; consisting of remains, anecdotes, 3cc. of 
Hbnrt Brooke, au^or of the Man of Feeling, and of many 
distinguished persons, his contemporaries, with portraits, &c. 
Price 10s. 6d. in boards. 

I^. B. The editors consider it a duty which thev owe to 

tnemselveS' 
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^themselves to state; that these four works do not consist of 
mere selections^ or of '* the beauties" of their respective au- 
thors, but are an attempt towards the production of a limited 
series of Pennine English Anas, which they hope will excite as 
lively and permanent an interest among tne lovers of English 
literature, as works on the same agreeatgle plan have long ex* 
cited in the literature of France. — 

xxiir. 

A SERIES of POPULAR ESSAYS on the Means of pre- 
serving and restoring Health, on a plan witirely popular. 
By Thomas Beddoes, m. d. 
In three volumes, 8vo. price 24s. in boards. 

XXIV. 

The INVALID ; being an illustration of the obvious means 
of enjoying health and long life. 

By the Rev. Mr. Graves of Claverton, near Bath. 
Price 4s. in boards. 

XXV. 

A PRACTICAL TREATISE on DIET, and on the most 
salutary and agreeable Means of supporting Life and Health 
by Altment and Regimen. Adapted to the various. circum- 
stances of age, constitution, aqd climate ; and including the 
application of modern chemistry to the culinary preparation of 
food. By William Nisbet, m. d. 

Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh ^ 
author of the Clinical Guide, &c. &c. 
In one volume, 12mo. price 6s. 

XXVI. 

The COMPLETE MIUTARY LIBRARY ; bcmg a com- 
prehensive system of modern military tactics, according to the 
last improvements and regulations, foreign and domestic; 
. selected and translated from expensive, scarce, and valuable 
books and| journals, in the German and French languages; 
or communicated by ofRcers of rank and experience in the 
British service. Complete in two large volumes, 4to. deco- 
rated with upwards ot eighty copper-plates, useful and orna- 
mental; 
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mental ; consisting of the coloured uniforms of all the British 
«rmv, of maps of the British settlemests abroad, of pfans' of 
celebrated fortificatioDS, battles, sieges, manoeuvres, &c. &c« 
price 41. 14s. 6d. in boards. . • 

XXVII. 

The MILITARY MENTOR ; being a Series of Letters re- 
cently written by a General Officer to his Son, on his entering 
the army ; comprising a course of elegant instruction, calcu* 
lated to unite the characters and accomplishments of the gen- 
tleman and the soldier. In two volumes, foolscap ^vo. the 
second edition, price 10s, 6d. in boards* 

XXVIII. i ' 

An Explanation of the Elementary CHARACTERS 
of the CHINESE, with an Analysis of their ancient Symbols 
and Hieroclvphics ; and a Comparison of the Chinese, Egyp*- 
tian, and Mexican Hierodyphics j being the first systematic 
work ever published in JEurope upon Chinese writing and 
reading. 

By Joseph Hagek, d. d. 
In one superbly printed volume, imperial 4to. wiA.upwards 
of five hundred cuts, price 2l. £s. in noards. ' 

N. B. This is the only work evtr printed in Europe on the 
s^ject of the Chinese language, and it is also thejine^t sped" 
men ^ Ei^Hsh Typography. 

XXIX. 

An ESSAY on ABSTINENCE from ANIMAL FOOD 
as a moral duty. 

By JoBBPH RiTSON. 

In one volume 8vo. price 48. 6d. in boards. ^ 
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